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It was originally bought for $1,000 in 1912 (almost $93,000 in today’s money) but has now gone under the 
hammer for $4,705,500, making it the most expensive Rolls- Royce ever sold at auction.

Unique: This 103-year-old Silver Ghost Rolls Royce has sold for a world-record price close to $5 million 
after a furious bidding war at Bonhams.

Through the roof: The lengthy auction saw two enthusiasts dueling for the pristine car as the bidding went 
up in increments of 100,000, smashing past the 2 million estimate.

In great nick: The six-cylinder, 7.3-litre car comes with perfect provenance and is still purring smoothly, 
doing about 15 miles to the gallon.

What it lacks in gadgetry, the British-made classic more than compensates for with an extraordinary level 
of luxury that leaves its modern-day counterparts looking a little unsophisticated. Its gleaming interior fittings 
are made of silver and ivory, while the door panels are embroidered silk, with brocade tassels attached to silk 
window shades for privacy.

mARCH FeAtuRe
100+ Year Old rOlls rOYce

THIs car Is MOre THaN 100 Years Old aNd sTIll Has ITs lOOKs ...  
IT Has a 6 cYl, 7.3lITer eNGINe; sTIll rUNs, aNd GeTs 15 MPG

The

CONt. ON PAge 6

 THE PASSENGER FOOTREST HIDES A 
FULL PICNIC SET FOR FOUR, A CHINA TEA 
SERVICE, COMPLETE WITH AN ALCOHOL-
FUELLED BURNER AND KETTLE TO HEAT 
THE WATER, AND A SET OF SIX DECANTERS 
“THREE IN STERLINGG SILVER AND THREE 
IN LEATHER-WRAPPED GLASS.

The sale took place at the Goodwood Festival 
of Speed in West Sussex on Friday. Auctioneers 
had expected it to sell for around 2million and 
were astonished when the bidding between two 
rival collectors topped 4 million. James Knight, 
from Bonhams auctioneers, said: There were 
three bidders, then one of them dropped out at 2.3  
million and we thought it would end there. But 
then another bidder entered and the bidders were 
dueling. It went up in increments of 50,000, and 
then 100,000, and then back down to 50,000.” It 
went on and on and on and was the longest car 
sale I have ever witnessed. It was pure theatre. 
Everyone was very respectful but when the price 
reached a milestone, like 3 million, there was 
an intake of breath. The bidders were dueling 
and when the hammer came down there was 
spontaneous applause. It was fitting because the 
car is celebrating her centenary.” The car was 
commissioned by Rolls Royce connoisseur John 
M. Stephens, who also bought the first Silver 
Ghost the luxury car-maker produced in 1906. The 
body was built by former royal carriage-maker 
Barker’s of Mayfair, which had previously built 
coaches for King George III and Queen Victoria.
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This month we thank Art Cairo for the really moving 
Feature Vehicle article about the Cairo family’s 1950 

Mercury. We also thank Van Nazarian for his pictorial about 
an old gas station; Hank Dawson for his article about a car 
show fundraiser; Bill Gipperich for his article about the first 
club publication; and Denise Rohde for her banner!

Finally, we thank our team of Staff Contributors for their 
articles and photographs.

We are again very low on Feature Vehicle material. Please help here!

As some of you know, I have resigned as Editor of the Rotunda 
Times. I have very much enjoyed composing this publication 
over the past seven years, but now feel that it’s time to move on! 

I wish whoever takes over as Editor the best, and will work to 
make the transition smooth.

Consider the 15th of the month as a deadline for getting 
announcements or other materials to the Editor for that 
month’s newsletter. 

Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org 
where you can read these newsletters in color and see more 
event pictures, and videos. 

Steve Rohde, Editor
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Attention All Members
When you hear of a member/spouse’s death, please get all 

the information such as the funeral home and address, 
viewing times and dates, and the service time and date.

Then contact one of the following people:
Jim Crawford 

313.724.9117 or jcrawfo1@myway.com
Bob Guetschow

248.328.9113 or rguetschow@comcast.net
Beth Marschner 

248.231.4892 or emarschner@twmi.rr.com

These folks will ensure that the 
membership at large knows of the death.

Attention  All  members
When you hear of a member/spouse’s death, please get 

all the information such as the funeral home and address, 
viewing times and dates, and the service time and date.

Then contact one of the following people:
Jim Crawford 

734.259.8079 or jcrawfo1@wowway.com
Bob Guetschow

248.328.9113 or guetschowr@yahoo.com
These folks will ensure that the membership at large knows of the death.

Newsletter  Staff

Newsletter Editor
Tim Pusilo   313.278.1325 
   dean35aw@gmail.com
Newsletter Advertisements Editor
Bob Guetschow   248.328.9113

guetschowr@yahoo.com
       16291 Worden rd., Holly, MI 48442

Membership Classified Ads Editor
Mark sapienz  734.676.5379 
   masrtr43@hotmail.com

Staff Contributors
louis Ironside  810.798.8803 
   louisironside@aol.com
   (The roving reporter)

Brian Kuta   734.753.3788 
   mbhouse@charter.net

Membership Secretary
Barb Jockwig         248.459.9019  
   fmrc2018memsec@gmail.com

Club Historian
Mark sapienz  734.676.5379 
   masrtr43@hotmail.com

Web Master
William Hill      734.771.0845    
   william.r.hill@gmail.com  

Presidents Message .................................. 3 
Calendar of Events .................................... 4 
Shamrock? .............................................. 5
Feature Article Cont. ................................. 6
Henry Ford - Facts  ..................................... 6
The Roving Reporter  .................................. 7
Ford Article • B-24 Bomber ......................... 8
Ford Article • Nascar History....................... 9
For Laughs .............................................. 10

FMRCOA
FORD AND MERCURY RESTORERS

CLUB of AMERICA
P.O. Box 2938 • Dearborn, MI 48123



The Rotunda Times

Page 3

Hello Members,

Hope everyone is ready to get out this month and 

dust off our cars and start our 2019 season. This 

year we have a lot of things planned because this 

is our 50th year we are celebrating. 

Our May 3rd dinner dance plans are moving ahead. 

Invitations will be in the mail soon and because it 

being our 50th year our members and board have 

decided to invite all past presidents and charter 

members of our club to the dinner dance at no cost 

to them. Our dinner dance will be at Park Place 

banquet hall in Dearborn. The cost will be $35 per 

person which includes open bar. So keep an eye out 

for your invitation coming in the mail.

Our Dearborn 2019 50th year swap meet T-shirts 

are in the process of being designed. They should 

be available in the next month or so.

We will also be ordering another gross of our 

club hats after selling out last year. We will also be 

looking into pricing a new club jacket.

LOGO 
HERE your text HERE

your text HERE

2019 march

PReSIDeNtS  RePORt   

That’s it for now members 
Your  President,

JIm CRAWFORD

Our advertisements for 

Cruis’News have been 

placed and will be coming 

out for April May and July.

Members don’t forget 

about our MINI-SWAP 

MEET at our April 2nd 

meeting in the parking 

lot. Normally this was in 

June, we decided to have 

it early so if you did not 

sell items then you could 

auction them off at our 

May 7th meeting. If you 

have items that are just 

collecting dust bring them 

in. All proceeds from the 

auction will go to our club.  
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The rotunda Times would like 
to feature your old car or truck 
in an upcoming issue.  We are 
interested in how you came 
about finding your vehicle of 
choice, and what you have done 

to enhance its beauty, and/or mechanical condition.  
simply mail or email us your article accompanied with 
a photo to:

Tim Pusilo 
313.278.1325 • dean35aw@gmail.com
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The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old 
car or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested 

and what you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or 
mechanical condition. Simply mail or e-mail us your article 
accompanied with a photo to:

STEVE ROHDE
rohdesteve@gmail.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
2955 Bateson Ct.

Ann Arbor, MI. 48105
734.717.5444

YOUR CAR!

articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford and 
Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, additions, 
deletions or reproductions are permissible without the 
written approval of the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of 
America, Inc and its duly authorized representatives.

Our monthly club meetings are at St Mary’s Cultural 
Center at 18100 Merriman Rd in Livonia between 6 

have held the last several dinner dances. Moreover, it has a 
extremely large parking lot enabling club cars to be easily 
parked together (and the food is -great!).

begin at 6:30 PM with  a snack.  And do bring a friend!

Monthly Club Meeting Location

    2012 FMRCOA Dinner Dance 
January 21, 2012
St Mary’s Cultural Center  
18100 Merriman Rd. in Livonia
For more information,
please contact 
Mark or Sue Koehler at  
734-699-6900.

2012 FMRCOA Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings and events for 
2012.  

month. New information will be posted each month as 
 Bold font represents 

club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for 
a Club event, please let a Board Member know!

Jan. 4 Club Meeting
Jan. 21 Dinner Dance

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Y
found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 

schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Beth Marschner, our ad editor.   
For more information on becoming a member go to   
http://www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Please mail your dues in or pay at a meeting!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 

Feb. 1 Club meeting
 

Feb. 25 Stahl Museum tour
 

Mar. 7 club meeting
 
 

 STAHL MUSEUM TOUR 
FEBRUARY 25 

contact Jim Crawford 
for details 

(hand-outs available at the meeting).

313-467-7789 
or 

313-724-9117

The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old car 
or truck in an upcoming issue.  We are interested in how 
you came about finding your vehicle of choice, and what 
you have done to enhance its beauty, and/or mechanical 
condition.  Simply mail or email us your 
article accompanied with a photo to:

Beth Marschner
emarschner@twmi.rr.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
17445 Norborne • Redford, MI  48240
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The Ford and Mercury restorers club of america, Inc. 
newsletter, “The rotunda Times”, its contents, club logo, 
articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford and 
Mercury restorers club of america. No changes, additions, 
deletions or reproductions are permissible without  the 
written approval of the Ford and Mercury restorers club of 
america, Inc and its duly authorized representatives.

Our monthly club meetings are held at 
American Legion Post 32 

9318 Newburgh Rd. • Livonia, MI 48150
Between Plymouth and Joy roads

This is a great facility where we had our last dinner dance.  
It has large parking lot (to the south) enabling club cars 

to easily park together.
Meetings are on the first Tuesday of each month 

and begin at 6:30pm with a snack.  
do bring a friend!

Car Shows & Swap meets 

for march •April •may 2019

M a r c h  1 7: 
E a s ts i d e  A’ s  M o d e l  “A”  R e s to r at i o n  C l u b 

S wa p  M e e t  •  8 a m  to  3 p m
Lo c at i o n :  R u s s  M i l n e r  F o r d 

24 7 7 7  H a l l  R o a d  •  M a c o m b  M I

A p r i l  6  & 7: 
M oto r  C i t y  H ot  R o d  & R a c i n g  E x p o 

S at u r d ay  •  9 a m  to  3 p m 
Lo c at i o n : 

S u b u r b a n  C o l l e c t i o n  S h o w p l a c e 
4 6 1 0 0  G r a n d  R i v e r  Av e  •  N o v i  M i

A p r i l  1 4 : 
M o n r o e  S wa p  M e e t  S u n d ay  7a m  to  3 p m

Lo c at i o n : 
M o n r o e  C o u n t y  Fa i r g r o u n d s 

3 7 7 5  S .  C u s t e r  R d,  M o n r o e ,  M I  4 8 1 6 1

M ay  1 : 
M c Fa d d e n  F r i e n d ly  M oto r s  1 4t h  A n n u a l 

C l a s s i c  M u s c l e  C a r  S h o w 
W e d n e s d ay  5 p m  to  8 p m

Lo c at i o n : 
1 1 6 2 8  M 1 4 0  H W Y  •  S o u t h  H av e n  M i  4 9 0 9 0

M ay  1 8 : 
G r e at  L a k e s  S ta m p e d e  A l l 
F o r d  & M u s ta n g  c a r  S h o w 

Lo c at i o n :  1 2 24 0  S .  B e y e r  R d.  •  B i r c h  R u n ,  M i

C h e c k  o u t  F M R C O A .O R G  c l i c k  o n 
E v e n ts  Pag e  f o r  C l u b  E v e n ts  / O u t i n g s
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*Based on 2017 Total New Vehicle & Certified Pre-Owned Sales 
and Service Customer Satisfaction per Lincoln Sales Report.

#1 in the Nation FIND OUT WHY!*

Kathy Harper 
Sales & Leasing Consultant
734-332-1777
kathyharper@varsityford.com

800-875-FORD 
Ann Arbor
VarsityFord.com

248-305-5300 
Novi/Wixom

VarsityLincoln.com

Save Thousands!

Over 2,000  
vehicles available!

Servicing All Makes & Models at Either 
Varsity Location! 800-837-5682

New 2019 Ford F-150

Rotunda Times Special

$400.00 more
Use this coupon to receive

on your trade!**

**See Varsity Ford or Varsity Lincoln for complete details. 
Exclusions may apply. One time use only. Offer ends 5/31/19.

OPEN SATURDAYS!

All-new 2020 Lincoln Aviator coming soon!

conway and William curtis launched 
shamrock Motors in Tralee, Kerry. canadian 
racer alvin “spike” rhiando was hired to 

design the shamrock, which allegedly looked 
so much like a Ford Thunderbird that it was 

nicknamed the Irish T-Bird.

The shamrock prototype was reportedly 
powered by a 1.5-liter, 53 horsepower austin 
A55 engine, had four-doors and a fiberglass 
body with removable hard top. Varied reports 
indicated that as many as 10 cars were built.

Shamrock?



Traveling in style: The design chosen by its original owner echoed the luxurious ‘ Pullman ‘ 
Railway carriages pioneered by American George Pullman.

Luxurious: The elegant passenger compartment (above) complete with 29 beveled glass 
windows and (below) the stylish steering wheel.

Standing the test of time: The 7.3-litre, six-cylinder 
engine is still purring smoothly and is capable of getting 
around 15 miles to the gallon.

Mark of history: A plaque bearing the vehicle’s chassis 
number of 1907.

 Touch of class: The original owner employed the services 
of the best coach-making company, Barker and Co. Ltd, to 
do the bodywork.

Unlike most car enthusiasts of his time, Mr. Stephens, 
from Croydon, South London, asked the makers not to 
include a glass division window between the driver and 
the passengers as he wanted to drive it himself rather than 
rely on a chauffeur. The Rolls-Royce still had its headlights, 
carriage lights, rear lights and inflatable tires when it went 
up for sale. The car even had an early speedometer an 
important addition given that a 20 mph speed limit was 
introduced in 1912. The car’s distinctive cream and green 
design echoed the luxury Pullman Railway carriages” of the 
time, and it was known as a Double Pullman Limousine. But 
it was nicknamed the “Corgi Silver Ghost” in the 1960s after 
the toy-maker based its Silver Ghost toy car on this model. 

Mr. Stephens’s car is believed to be the only one of its kind to survive with its full interior and 
bodywork, as many Rolls- Royces from the era were converted into ambulances during the First 
World War.
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mARCH FeAtuRe CONt.
100+ Year Old rOlls rOYce 

Henry Ford - Facts
Henry Ford was born on July 30, 1863 to William Ford & Mary 
Litogot on a wealthy Dearborn farm in  Greenfield Township, 
Wayne County, Michigan.

At the age of 13, Ford’s curiosity with mechanics drove him to 
take apart a pocket watch that his father had gifted him, then he 
reassembled the watch to perfection.

In 1888, Henry Ford married Clara Jane Bryant. They were the 
parents to one son; Edsel Bryant Ford, 1893-1943.

In 1893, Henry Ford was hired as an engineer for the Edison 
Illuminating Company and his natural talents promoted him to 
Chief Engineer.

In 1896, Ford developed his plans for a horseless carriage and 
built his first model, the Ford Quadricycle, which included:

• 2 cylinder ethanol powered engine 
• 4 horsepower
• Driven by a chain. 
• 2 gear transmission: 1st gear at 10 mph, 2nd gear at 20 mph 
• Did not have a reverse gear. 
• Had 4 bicycle wire wheels 
• 3 gallon (11 L) fuel tank under the seat.  (Today the 

original Quadricycle resides at the Henry Ford Museum in 
Dearborn, Michigan).

In 1903, Henry Ford established the Ford Motor Company, 
proclaiming, “I will build a car for the great multitude.” On 
October 1, 1908 he did what he said, when he introduced 
the Model T, for $850. In the Model T’s nineteen years of 
production, nearly 15,500,000 were sold in the United States 
alone.

In 1913, Ford sponsored the development of the moving 
assembly line technique of mass production. What once took 
728 minutes to assemble a complete chassis (the car frame), 
now only took 93 minutes. Simultaneously, he introduced the 
$5 per day wage ($110 in 2011), which was nearly doubling the 
wages offered by other manufacturers. This was a successful 
method of keeping the best workers loyal to his company.

In 1918, half of all cars in America were Ford Model T’s.

Ford offered profit sharing to choice employees who stayed 
with the company for six months and, most important, who 
conducted their lives in a respectable manner. To ensure that 
great employees were being hired and maintained, the Ford 
company’s “Social Department” looked into an employee’s 
drinking, gambling and otherwise uncouth activities to 
determine eligibility for employment.

On April 7, 1947, Henry Ford died of a cerebral hemorrhage, at 
the age of 83, near his Dearborn estate, in Fair Lane, Michigan. 
He and his wife Clara are buried in the FORD CEMETERY.

Henry Ford is considered one of America’s leading businessmen, 
and is credited today for helping to build America’s economy 
during the nation’s vulnerable early years. His legacy will live 
on for decades to come.
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This month we have another 
postcard which was probably 
purchased at the gift shop at the 
Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, 
MI.  It is a composite of the Ford 
Factory, the first Ford car, the shed 
where the first car was built (which 
they refer to as the “first factory”), 
and in the center a picture of Henry 
Ford.  This postcard was mailed in 
Dearborn on July 27, 1950 with 
a one-cent stamp.  The card is 
addressed in adult handwriting to a 
couple in Bay City, MI.  However 
the message is in large block letters 
of a young child.  Phillis writes: will 
be home Monday going shopping 
later.  The card was probably being 
sent to grandparents, or possibly 
she was with the grandparents and 
it is to her parents, we will never 
know.

Sunday March 17th arrived cool and dry for the 

49th annual East Side A’s swap meet at Milne Ford in 

Macomb, MI.  The meet was sold out, with over 125 

tables filled with parts.  There was a good crowd of 

spectators and everyone seemed to be having a good 

time.  I saw a lot of parts being carried out the door 

which is a sign that the economy is good, and the hobby 

is alive and doing well.  Our southeast Michigan area 

use to be home to many small indoor swap meets put on 

Roving  Reporter 
by Lou Ironside

Postcards From the Past
by Lou Ironside

by various car clubs, but although most have died off, 

the ESA’s meet has remained strong, and to approach the 

50th year is almost unheard of.  Of the many swap meets 

I have attended over the last 55+ years, I consider the 

spring ESA’s meet, and the summer FMRC two of the 

best in southeast Michigan….I wish them both success 

and look forward to both.  Next month the swap meet 

at the Monroe, MI fairgrounds. To me it is the official 

opening of the outdoor meets in Michigan.
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Ford delivered the first of more than 8,600 B-24 bomber planes built at 
Willow Run to aid the U.S. Army’s World War II efforts on Sept. 10, 1942.

This particular airplane was viewed by then-U.S. Senator Harry Truman, 
company founder Henry Ford, his son Edsel Ford, aviator Charles Lindberg 
and Jimmy Doolittle, the man who initially proposed building the B-24 
and later a general in the U.S. Air Force who would lead a troop of B-24 
bomber planes in an occupied Europe during World War II.

Ford Delivers First Completed B-24 Bomber to u.S. Army     

Henry Ford took his first and only plane 
ride in the first B-24 with Lindberg as 
pilot.

At one point, the U.S. Army turned 
over all B-24 production exclusively to 
Ford Motor Company and the Willow 
Run plant was averaging 17.5 bombers 
per day at the peak of production, 
spawning the phrase “a bomber an 
hour.”

Each plane then had to be tested for at 
least 2.5 hours before it could officially 
be handed over to the military.

The last of the 8,684 Ford B-24 
airplanes was delivered June 28, 1945. 
Willow Run holds the record for most 
bombers produced from a single plant 
and the facility is also well-known for 
helping reshape the role of women in 
the workplace.

Male workers at Willow Run who 
were drafted for military service were 
replaced by female workers who came 
to be known as “Rosie the Riveters,” 
or “Rosies.” They performed the same 
physically-taxing and high-risk plant 
operations previously done by their 
male predecessors.

The transformation was not exclusive 
to Willow Run. The number of women 
in the U.S. labor force grew by 50 
percent during the war, including 
approximately six million women took 
jobs in war-related industries.
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While Ford’s Mustang is currently being used in NASCAR’s Xfinity Series, the iconic 
nameplate will make its debut in NASCAR’s top-tier Monster Energy Cup Series in 2019. The 
car was set to make its premiere at Ford’s World Headquarters.  We look back at the previous 
Ford and Mercury models entered in the Cup series and their win totals.

Ford Motor Company Models in the NASCAR Cup Series (win total in parentheses):

• 1949-1955: Ford/Lincoln/Mercury (10)

• 1956-1959: Ford Fairlane/Mercury Monterey (60)

• 1960-1968: Ford Thunderbird/Ford Galaxie (199)

• 1968-1971: Ford Torino/Mercury Cyclone (55)

• 1972-1977: Mercury Montego (47)

• 1978-1997: Ford Thunderbird/Mercury Cougar (184)

• 1998-2005: Ford Taurus (100)

• 2006-2018: Ford Fusion (98)

• 2019: Ford Mustang

Ford has won eight NASCAR Cup Series championships by seven drivers: 

• Ned Jarrett (1965)

• David Pearson (1968-69)

• Bill Elliott (1988)

• Alan Kulwicki (1992)

Ford Nameplates in NASCAR Cup Series History
“Shirtless” Jimmy Florian earned Ford its first (Strictly Stock) NASCAR victory, which came in a 1950 Ford.

• Dale Jarrett (1999)

• Matt Kenseth (2003)

• Kurt Busch (2004)

The transition in NASCAR has encompassed every aspect of the sport.  The cars, sponsorship, 
the tracks, the drivers and what they wear, and now for 2019 the Mustang will be introduced as 
the entry for Ford Teams in the Monster Energy Series.  
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Visit our new 
Facebook Group Page  

search Ford and Mercury restorers club of america 
to post your photos and comments. 

Network fellow club members and invite your friends to share on 

Classified ads are free to all current FMRCOA members.  
$20 to nonmembers to run an ad.  

You can submit e-mail ads to Club Secretary up to the 14th 
of the month to be included in the next newsletter.

Send e-mails www.masrtr43@hotmail.com 
please include FMRCOA in subject 

or risk deletion.
Contact Bob Guetschow 

248.328.9113 • guetschowr@yahoo.com 
on matters pertaining to Corporate Newsletter 

Advertisements

a farmer stopped by the local mechanic’s shop to 
have his truck fixed. 

They couldn’t do it while he waited, so he said he 
didn’t live far and  would just walk home. 

On the way home he stopped at the hardware 
store and bought a bucket and a gallon of paint. 

He then stopped by the feed store and picked 
up a couple of chickens and a goose. However, 

struggling outside the store he now had a problem - 
how to carry his entire purchases home. 

  While he was scratching his head he was 
approached by a little old lady who told him she 

was lost. she asked,  ‘can you tell me how to get to 
1603 Mockingbird lane ?’ 

  The farmer said, ‘Well, as a matter of fact, my 
farm is very close to that house.  I would walk you 

there but I can’t carry this lot.’ 

The old lady suggested, ‘Why don’t you put the 
can of paint in the bucket. carry the bucket in one 
hand, put a chicken under each arm and carry the 

goose in your other hand?’ 

  ‘Why thank you very much,’ he said and 
proceeded to walk the old girl home. On the way 

he says ‘let’s take my short cut and go down this 
alley. We’ll be there in no time.’ 

  The little old lady looked him over cautiously 
then said, ‘I am a lonely widow without a husband 
to defend me. How do I know that when we get in 
the  alley you won’t hold me up against the wall, 

pull up my skirt, and have your way with me?’ 

  The farmer said, ‘Holy smokes lady! I’m carrying 
a bucket, a gallon of paint, two chickens, and a 

goose. How in the world could I possibly hold you 
up against the wall and do that?’

The old lady replied, ‘set the goose down, cover 
him with the bucket, put the paint on top of the 

bucket, and I’ll hold the chickens. 

tHIS IS WHY We 
LOVe OLD PeOPLe
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ADVERTISER FAREWELL 
 

We say farewell to Van-Tel auto body 
and owner Alex T. Test.  With the passing 
of Alex, Van-Tel Auto is closing its doors.  
Alex, owner of the business since 1975, 
and his passing will leave the classic car 
hobby a large void. 
 
 

 

 

 

Editor Note: 
 
I couldn't help but notice that this has 
been the 3rd month in a row that the club 
hasn't had any new members.  Hope to 
see some new names soon. 
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  MARCH CLASSIFIEDS 

 
 Sun 400 distributor test machine circa 

1965.  Works well for distributor service 
oil. Use it as garage art. $200. 734-674-
1258. John Borovsky. 

 Generic portable 5000 watt gasoline 
generator. 120/240 volt. Brand new. 
$350.  734-674-1258. John Borovsky. 

 1954 Ford radio. Plays with speaker.  2-
1984 26" 10 speed bicycles. 

 Looking for AMX and Javelin parts and 
cars.  313-820-5241. 

 1/32 scale die cast Fords. 1924-1937 
(except 1928-1930 & 1935).  $6.00 each 
or 2 for $10.00.  Also 2-1955 T-Birds, 1964 
Galaxie Police car and 1969 Mustang 
GT Fastback.  586-759-6058 or 586-872-
3957. Tom Eriksen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the 

meetings.  John Miller. 586-756-4279 
or 313-891-2640. 

 Seat track for '41 Ford 2 door sedan. 
 Looking for '69-'70 Boss 302 engine 

parts.  313-231-9292. Ehren Golicz. 
 1971 – 1973 429 CI Mustang RH 4 LH 

 

 

exhaust manifold.  517-467-2404.  
Rod Kurowski. 

 '68 Ford Galaxie/Mercury full size 390 
fan shroud. c8ae-8146-aa.  734-837-
1871. Rob Martoia. 

 5.0L or 4.6L V8 fuel injection. Must 
have all wiring and computer.  734-
674-8483. Bob Milligan. 

 
 

Continued in next column 
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Continued in next column 

“Your connection for the best connections”
For all your wiring needs including:
Stock Cars • Specialty Cars • Boats

Trailers • Racecars • Street Rods

Joe Caccia  •  Ed Viger

Downriver Motorsports Wiring, LLC

734.288.3475 
20565 Northline Rd. • Taylor, MI 48180
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This month another postcard from the late 1940’s 
early 1950’s series from Greenfield Village.  This 
series was printed on a cardstock that resembles 

The Roving Reporter: 
Hard to believe…..there are no swap meets to 
report on this month!  I did attend one meet 
which was advertised in Cruis’ News, and even 
had a ¼ page display ad.  We arrived and the 
building was vacant.  Several other people 
arrived, including one with a load of parts, but 
obviously it wasn’t going to “happen”.   The next 
day I called the number in the ad and was told 
they cancelled it because of poor vendor 
response.  At least it wasn’t a long drive.   On the 
way home we stopped at Roadside Attractions 
on M-24 south of Lapeer.  This antique shop has 

a linen texture.  These cards were sold in the gift 
shop for ten cents each or three for twenty-five 
cents….at least that is what they were going for 
when I was in elementary school.  The postcard 
shown here is a street scene in the village with 
some of the buildings in the background.  What is 
interesting is that the subject of the card is a 1908 
Buick!  You would have thought they would have 
used a Model “T” ! 
 
 
 

Postcards from the Past 
by 

Lou Ironside 

 

Late 40's early 50's - Greenfield Village  

 

 

 

many car related items along with railroad 
and other interesting stuff.  Needless to say, I 
found a few collectibles there which 
followed me home.  If you are ever in the 
area, it is a worthwhile stop.  Next month 
report on the 44th annual East Side A’s swap 
meet…and hopefully some others.   
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Continued in next column 

the  FmRCOA  membership  Advantage!!!!

Your Board officers and editor take extra effort to 
bring you FREE classifieds and schedule of events 

found  within  your  monthly  newsletter. Take advantage  
of  these  benefits  your  membership provides. 

Post your schedule where you can refer to it easily.  

submit your ads at a meeting or mail to:  
FMRCOA •  P.O. Box 2938 • Dearborn, MI 48123

For  more information on becoming  a member go  to 
FMrcOa.org or write to the above address
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This month we thank Art Cairo for the really moving 
Feature Vehicle article about the Cairo family’s 1950 

Mercury. We also thank Van Nazarian for his pictorial about 
an old gas station; Hank Dawson for his article about a car 
show fundraiser; Bill Gipperich for his article about the first 
club publication; and Denise Rohde for her banner!

Finally, we thank our team of Staff Contributors for their 
articles and photographs.

We are again very low on Feature Vehicle material. Please help here!

As some of you know, I have resigned as Editor of the Rotunda 
Times. I have very much enjoyed composing this publication 
over the past seven years, but now feel that it’s time to move on! 

I wish whoever takes over as Editor the best, and will work to 
make the transition smooth.

Consider the 15th of the month as a deadline for getting 
announcements or other materials to the Editor for that 
month’s newsletter. 

Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org 
where you can read these newsletters in color and see more 
event pictures, and videos. 

Steve Rohde, Editor
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Attention All Members
When you hear of a member/spouse’s death, please get all 

the information such as the funeral home and address, 
viewing times and dates, and the service time and date.

Then contact one of the following people:
Jim Crawford 

313.724.9117 or jcrawfo1@myway.com
Bob Guetschow

248.328.9113 or rguetschow@comcast.net
Beth Marschner 

248.231.4892 or emarschner@twmi.rr.com

These folks will ensure that the 
membership at large knows of the death.
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 M & P Limo
Certified  Professional  Chauffers

Dearborn, Michigan

Michael P. O’hara
313.999.8726

mplimo@comcast.net  •  www.mandplimo.com

reservations
313.582.5716

fax
313.584.3414


