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In 1952, I was stationed at the U.S. Army Chemical Center, Maryland. My new bride 
and I lived off post in a rented house. One day while driving into Baltimore, we stopped 
at a mobile home sales lot. We fell in love with a new 35-foot Crestliner. In order to buy 
this new “home on wheels,” we would have to sell our beautiful Mercury coupe, which I 
had bought new in July 1950.

The Belair Auto Auction was only 12 miles up the road so I took my royal bronze 
maroon Mercury with whitewall tires, fender skirts and a sun visor to the auction. The 
bidding went well, and my baby sold to the York, Penn., Lincoln-Mercury dealer. As I 
counted my money, I saw my Mercury pull out onto the highway and head north to York. 
This made me sad, so I counted my money again and that put a smile on my face.

I had planned to hitchhike home, but as I walked down the street, I spotted a woody 
wagon for sale. It was a great-looking 1940 Ford Deluxe with a near-perfect wood body. 
Now remember, this is 1952, so a 1940 woody is not an antique or even a collectible car 
— just an old used car. The owner wanted $250, but he came down a little because it had 
a very tired engine. Everything else on it was in great shape. We closed the deal, and I 
drove home leaving a cloud of blue smoke behind.

The following weekend, we bought the Crestliner mobile home. It was delivered to 
Bauers Trailer Court, which was just 2 miles outside the Army post. After it was hooked 
up to water and electric, we were ready to move into our new home with our meager 
belongings — wedding presents of pots and pans, a radio, silverware, bedding and a 
used Zenith TV (big box, small round screen). We already had friends living in the park, 
married GIs like ourselves.

Now it was time to deal with my new 
problem: a tired V-8 engine. My good friend Sgt. 
Don Connell suggested we go to a junk yard up 
on Route 40, where he had spotted a lot of old 
Fords. The man at the junk yard said he had just 
the engine for me: “This is a really good V-8 — I 
heard it run before we took it out of the car.”

Being young and trusting, I bought it — 
cheap.

My next problem was how and where to 
change out the woody’s engine. The weather was 
mild and no rain in sight, so I figured I’d do it 
outside. Sgt. Don came to my rescue again. He 
had a big chain, and we found two straight trees 
about 4 feet apart in the back of the park. Don 
was a fireman in Ohio before he joined Uncle 
Sam, so he had no trouble climbing those trees 
with that chain over his shoulder. We borrowed a 
chain fall from the post’s motor pool and hung it 
on the chain.

Out came that tired old V-8 and in went the 
good used engine — complete with its own 
carburetor, distributor, fuel pump, fan and 
generator. We added a little gas to the carb and 
fired it up. It ran smooth and quiet. Well, the man 
said it was a good engine, didn’t he?

The old Ford ran so smoothly I decided I 
could haul our 35-foot rolling mansion back to 
Michigan when I got discharged in November 
1953. Most of our friends told me I was crazy to 
even consider it, but I’ve heard that before.

I stopped by a welding shop and told the guy 
I planned to pull a 35-foot trailer. He said, “Pull 
that spare tire off the tailgate, and we’ll weld the 
hitch close to the bumper.” He did a nice job.

Another friend in the trailer park gave me 
a pair of coil springs from a 1935 Olds, with 
threaded U-bolts welded to them to bolt onto the 
rear axle. They fit. The guy we bought the mobile 
home from gave me a good deal on a 6-volt 
electric brake-control set, which I installed in the 
wagon.

We were ready to roll.
Some of the guys were taking bets on how 

far we would get before our wagon broke down. 
I said, “Look on the bright side. We’ve got our 
house with us. If the wagon quits, that’s where 
we’ll live this winter.”

We stuffed the pillows into the kitchen 
cabinets, set the TV on the floor and latched the 

Feature Vehicle:

1940 Ford Deluxe 
Station Wagon

By Richard Anderson

The Rotunda Times

Cont. page 8



The Rotunda Times

Page 2

The Rotunda Times
Published by:

Ford and Mercury Restores Club of America
P.O. Box 2938 Dearborn, Michigan  48123

www.fmrcoa.org

FMRCOA
FORD AND MERCURY RESTORERS

CLUB of AMERICA
P.O. Box 2938 • Dearborn, MI 48123

2015 OFFICERS
President  Tim Pusilo  313.278.1325
    dean35aw@gmail.com

Vice President  Jim Crawford   734.259.8079
    jcrawfo1@wowway.com 
   dean35aw@gmail.com
Secretary  Mark Sapienz  734.676.5379
    masrtr43@hotmail.com

Treasurer  Stan Miller  734.464.3978
    stan3379@sbcglobal.net

Director  Bob Guetschow  248.328.9113
    guetschowr@yahoo.com

Director  Bob Topping  313.563.1015
    topp357@aol.com
 
Director  Don Steinhagen  313.561.1251
    

The Ford & Mercury Restorers Club is a hobby organization 
whose purpose is to foster and promote the acquisition, 
preservation and use of all Ford vehicles.

In This Issue
Presidents Message ....................................... 3
Calendar of Events ........................................ 4
Club Meeting Minutes ................................. 5
Board Meeting Minutes  ..............................  6 
Meeting Pictures .......................................... 6 
The Roving Reporter  ................................... 7
Brian’s Tips  .................................................... 9
History of Ford Logos Article ...................  8
Brian’s Tips  .................................................... 9
History of Ford Logos ................................  10
Classifieds ....................................................  10

The Rotunda Times

Page 2

The Rotunda Times

Page 2

The Rotunda Times
Published by:

Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America
P.O. Box 2938  Dearborn, Michigan  48123

www.fmrcoa.org
Newsletter Staff

Editor
  Steve Rohde           734.717.5444                    rohdesteve@gmail.com
  2955 Bateson Ct., Ann Arbor, MI.  48105

Display Ad Editor
  Bob Guetschow        248.328.9113                 rguetschow@comcast.net
  16291 Worden Rd., Holly, MI. 48442   

Staff Contributors 
  Bill  Gipperich             586.826.8813                                  gipp@juno.com
  Louis Ironside      810.798.8803               louisironside@aol.com
                                  (The Roving Reporter)
  Brian Kuta      734.753.3788              mbhouse@charter.net
  Phil Lyon                       734.578.6223                     pjlyon39@gmail.com
  Bill Timoszyk       734.421.2076                 williamtimos@att.net                  
  Terry Worful       313.271.2017                kercrest@comcast.net
  Roxanne Fontana       248.926.0160      rocksand712003@yahoo.com
  Debra Levasseur       248.634.9806              twogalaxies@juno.com
  Van Nazarian        248.426.0053    carshots@mac.com

Membership Roster Editor
  Terry Worful       313.271.2017                kercrest@comcast.net 
Club Historian
  Bill Gipperich               586.826.8813                               gipp@juno.com
WEBMASTER
 Steve Rohde       734.717.5444            rohdesteve@gmail.com

FMRCOA
FORD AND MERCURY RESTORERS

CLUB of AMERICA
P.O. Box 2938  •  Dearborn, MI  48123

2011 OFFICERS
  President  Art Cervi   248.553.8897
       ltc_acervi@yahoo.com 
  Vice President  Bob Guetschow    248.328.9113
     rguetschow@comcast.net
   Secretary              Phil Lyon   734.578.6223
                                     pjlyon39@gmail.com
   Treasurer  Steve Rohde   734.717.5444
     rohdesteve@gmail.com
   Director  Brian Saylor   248.486.8851
     bsaylor22@charter.net
   Director  Hank Dawson       810.231.3184
    
   Director   Tim Pusilo   313.278.1325                                                                                                                                     
                                     dean35aw@gmail.com

The Ford & Mercury Restorers Club is a hobby organization whose 
purpose is to foster and promote the acquisition, preservation and 
use of all Ford vehicles, 25 years of age and  older.

Editor’s  Message

In this Issue

President’s Page            3
Treasurer’s Report          3
Club Calendar         4
Cars Helping People        5
Club Meeting Minutes        6
Show & Tell        10
The First FMRCOA Publication      10  
Board Meeting Minutes            11
Brian’s Tip: Cooling Systems      11 
Postcards from the Past                    12
The FMRCOA Roving Reporter                  12
Kudos to Our Roving Reporter      13
Classifieds                    13-15
Photos         16

This month we thank Art Cairo for the really moving 
Feature Vehicle article about the Cairo family’s 1950 

Mercury. We also thank Van Nazarian for his pictorial about 
an old gas station; Hank Dawson for his article about a car 
show fundraiser; Bill Gipperich for his article about the first 
club publication; and Denise Rohde for her banner!

Finally, we thank our team of Staff Contributors for their 
articles and photographs.

We are again very low on Feature Vehicle material. Please help here!

As some of you know, I have resigned as Editor of the Rotunda 
Times. I have very much enjoyed composing this publication 
over the past seven years, but now feel that it’s time to move on! 

I wish whoever takes over as Editor the best, and will work to 
make the transition smooth.

Consider the 15th of the month as a deadline for getting 
announcements or other materials to the Editor for that 
month’s newsletter. 

Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org 
where you can read these newsletters in color and see more 
event pictures, and videos. 

Steve Rohde, Editor
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Attention All Members
When you hear of a member/spouse’s death, please get all 

the information such as the funeral home and address, 
viewing times and dates, and the service time and date.

Then contact one of the following people:
Jim Crawford 

313.724.9117 or jcrawfo1@myway.com
Bob Guetschow

248.328.9113 or rguetschow@comcast.net
Beth Marschner 

248.231.4892 or emarschner@twmi.rr.com

These folks will ensure that the 
membership at large knows of the death.
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Greetings to all.  The March meeting was well 
attended the weather and temperature were 
not as brutal allowing more of us to get out.  The 
snow piles are receding and spring is 
approaching.  
 
For car guys, that means that before long our 
cars will be coming out to start another season of 
cruising.  For us as FMRCOA members our swap 
meet is on the horizon as well.  Hank has a listing 
of the swap meets and cruises and we are asking 
members to sign up to pass out flyers to vendors 
and patrons.  The flyers are present at the 
meeting take what you need and pass them out 
were ever you can.  As before the club will be 
advertising in many ways but word of mouth, 
person to person is crucial, please all members 
do your part.  
 
The new 2014 T shirts were presented and well 
accepted thanks to Jeff Gniewek and Bob 
Topping for their work the shirts. Jeff and Russ 
should have shirts ready for sale April at the 
meeting for $10.  Club sweat shirts and hats will 
be coming soon. 
 
Hank will be handling the swap meet sign up and 
he began setting out the worker sign-up sheets.  
If you have a job, time, preference sign-up early 
so you get your choice.  The Club traditionally 
asks for each of us to volunteer for two hours at 
the swap meet but if you can volunteer for 
another shift- GREAT.  When all job slots are filled, 
it adds to the success of the swap meet.  The 
swap meet is another opportunity to interact and 
get to know fellow members.  Personally each 
year I have met new members and got to know 
members better by working with them at the 
swap meet.  I have seen members at their best,  
rolling up their sleeves and making things happen 
by pitching in.  I have seen so many members in 

their way, at their job working for the 
success of the Club.  So PLEASE 
volunteer, get involved. 
 
For those who were not at the March 
meeting Larry had a special guest 
speaker Gene Dickinson who spoke 
about climate control.  This proved to be 
really interesting.  Anything to do with 
warmth or cooling, keeping dry or 
shaded.  The topic covered the complex 
to simple from the great idea to the “oh 
brother”.  He has published a book 
“Automotive Climate Controls 116 years 
of Progress”.   For those who missed the 
presentation or for auto book collectors 
Genes book would be a good buy. 
   
Keep April 12th open for Motor City 
Solutions and Vicary Museum. 
 
The Model Car show was a success and 
another evening has been scheduled for 
this theme in September.  Hank will have 
timely information for the event in the 
near future. 
 
The Board has discussed the Club 
supporting the Varsity Show in May, but 
also making the event special for our 
members.  If anyone has some 
suggestions pass them along to Larry.  
Anyone interested in working with Larry 
on the entertainment, garage crawl 
committee let him know.   Larry and 
Wally could use a little help. 
   
Have a good month; keep warm and 
safe- see Ya'll in April 
 
Tim 
 

 

 

 

Continued in next column 

october  2015 
“Welcome Back” were the words from 

the officers at Belleville Fair Grounds.  We were 
able to negotiate a great price and conditions that 
both sides were happy with.  We will have Friday 
set up and Saturday Swap Meet and Car Show.  So 
FMRCOA has the opportunity to make it work for 
a Club Success!  Please get involved to help any of 
the committees to with preplanning or passing out 
flyers to let everyone we can of our event “Back to 
Belleville 2016.

  Elections nominations were held at the October 
meeting.  Vice President: Jim Crawford was 
nominated, Treasurer: Stan Miller was nominated, 
and Director: Jerry Murphy was nominated.  At the 
end of the meeting nominations were closed.  The 
tree nominees were unopposed and declared elected.  
These terms begin January 1, 2016.

  Bob Guetschow choose to not run again for a 
board position.  The Club extends our THANKS to 
Bob for the time and effort he has put into FMRCOA 
in his many Board positions over the years.  Hopefully 
he will continue with the committee jobs that he has 
headed!

 To all the Board members, committee people 
to all that volunteer and assist the Club “THANK 
YOU”. 

  Membership for 2016 has begun, help Terry to 
get this complete before the end of the year.  Signing 
up early will save money on postage and time for calls 

to remind members to sign up.  Being Membership 
Secretary and now helping with the Ladies building 
at the Swap Meet make Terry’s job easy.

  Our food committee is now handling the monthly 
be understanding it is not an easy job to estimate the 
evening’s food and drinks.

  We will be approaching December’s meeting, 
start thinking about a gift for a Girl or Boy that you 
can donate, the Marines’ will do the rest.

-Tim

WELCOME  NEW MEMBERS

Bob & Kay Shell
Waterford, MI • 248.240.4849

reshell@comcast.net

Bill & Sue Turner
Beverly Hills, MII • 248.703.8056

willturner@aol.com

1923 Ford Touring
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Saturday morning.  Hank will be putting out 
the sign-up sheets so if you want your same 
spot sign up soon.   The swap meet gives us 
the opportunity to raise money to support the 
club and its functions as well as it gives all the 
members the time to interact with other 
members and get to know members better.  
Let’s all participate and make this year’s 
Swap Meet a Club SUCCESS! 
 
Tim 

 

Another battle with old man winter 6 more inches of 
snow but the evening was warm, the food was good 
and Hanks Model car show went great.  Hanks words 
to me after the election was that the word “FUN” is his 
mission and he is coming thru.  Thanks Hank 
 
Article II: C To develop and maintain among its 
members the spirit of good fellowship, sociality and 
fair play through sponsored activities and family 
participation. 
This is my goal as President and the Boards is to follow 
this article and put Hank’s word FUN as the goal for 
the club.   
 
Members suggest that we move the club forward and 
this is something we need to do to continue in the 
future.  As we find the futures’ way we never want to 
forget our senior members, Clubs history or the history 
of auto development that brought the club together.  
Each stage has intriguing development and personal 
achievement that always seems to be a high point of 
a club meeting when the stories are told. The Board is 
working to fill in the activities calendar and find 
interesting speakers for the meetings if any member 
has any suggestions please suggest them. 
 
Jeff and Russ are working on new shirt ideas that will 
soon be ready to be shown to the membership.  
  
We are all busy on the Board. Hank hosted the Model 
Car Show, set up an April 12 garage crawl, Larry is 
working with Wally to set up activities and speakers for 
meetings, Jim is freshening and keeping up the web 
page, Mark is writing all of the minutes for the monthly 
and board meetings, and Bob is handling the 
advertising, want ads and badges. Stan is paying our 
bills and keeping the books straight and preparing for 
tax time. Terry our membership secretary is working on 
the membership enrollment and contacting members 
as needed.  Volunteers appreciated. 
 
The swap meet plans are coming together and we still 
need chairpersons for the Gate and Information 
Booth as well as one person for the Vendors gate on 

In Memoriam 
Herb Cook 

May 30, 1934 –  
February 8, 2014 

 

We note the passing of member Herb 
Cook on February 8, 2014.  Herb was a 
member or seven years, since 2007.  Herb 
retired from the Wayne County Road 
Commission and was a bachelor. He is 
survived by sister, Carol. 
 
 

 

 

Continued in next column 

No new members for February 2014 
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The Rotunda Times would 
like to feature your old car or 
truck in an upcoming issue.  We 
are interested in how you came 
about finding your vehicle of 
choice, and what you have 

done to enhance its beauty, and/or mechanical condition.  
Simply mail or email us your article accompanied with 
a photo to:

tim Pusilo 
313.278.1325 • dean35aw@gmail.com
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The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old 
car or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested 

and what you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or 
mechanical condition. Simply mail or e-mail us your article 
accompanied with a photo to:

STEVE ROHDE
rohdesteve@gmail.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
2955 Bateson Ct.

Ann Arbor, MI. 48105
734.717.5444

YOUR CAR!

articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford and 
Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, additions, 
deletions or reproductions are permissible without the 
written approval of the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of 
America, Inc and its duly authorized representatives.

Our monthly club meetings are at St Mary’s Cultural 
Center at 18100 Merriman Rd in Livonia between 6 

have held the last several dinner dances. Moreover, it has a 
extremely large parking lot enabling club cars to be easily 
parked together (and the food is -great!).

begin at 6:30 PM with  a snack.  And do bring a friend!

Monthly Club Meeting Location

    2012 FMRCOA Dinner Dance 
January 21, 2012
St Mary’s Cultural Center  
18100 Merriman Rd. in Livonia
For more information,
please contact 
Mark or Sue Koehler at  
734-699-6900.

2012 FMRCOA Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings and events for 
2012.  

month. New information will be posted each month as 
 Bold font represents 

club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for 
a Club event, please let a Board Member know!

Jan. 4 Club Meeting
Jan. 21 Dinner Dance

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Y
found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 

schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Beth Marschner, our ad editor.   
For more information on becoming a member go to   
http://www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Please mail your dues in or pay at a meeting!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 

Feb. 1 Club meeting
 

Feb. 25 Stahl Museum tour
 

Mar. 7 club meeting
 
 

 STAHL MUSEUM TOUR 
FEBRUARY 25 

contact Jim Crawford 
for details 

(hand-outs available at the meeting).

313-467-7789 
or 

313-724-9117

The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old car 
or truck in an upcoming issue.  We are interested in how 
you came about finding your vehicle of choice, and what 
you have done to enhance its beauty, and/or mechanical 
condition.  Simply mail or email us your 
article accompanied with a photo to:

Beth Marschner
emarschner@twmi.rr.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
17445 Norborne • Redford, MI  48240
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Jan. 4 Club Meeting
Jan. 21 Dinner Dance

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Y
found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 

schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Beth Marschner, our ad editor.   
For more information on becoming a member go to   
http://www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Please mail your dues in or pay at a meeting!

The Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, Inc. 
newsletter, “The Rotunda Times”, its contents, Club 
logo, articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford 
and Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, 
additions, deletions or reproductions are permissible 
without  the written approval of the Ford and Mercury 
Restorers Club of America, Inc and its duly authorized 
representatives.

Our monthly club meetings are held at 

american legion Post 32 
9318 Newburgh Rd. • Livonia, MI 48150

Between Plymouth and Joy Roads

This is a great facility where we had our last dinner dance.  
It has large parking lot (to the south) enabling club cars 

to easily park together.
Meetings are on the first Tuesday of each 
month and begin at 6:30pm with a snack.  

do bring a friend!

Nov.  1  
Monroe Fall Swap Meet 

Monroe Fairgrounds

Nov.  3  
FMRCOA CLUB MEETING  Theme 

“The Car I Wish I Had Back”

Nov. 7  
$5 entry to Henry Ford 

Greenfield Village IMAX Movies

Nov.  11  
Ford Piquette  Plant Museum 

free to all Veterans on Veterans Day

Nov.  14  
Sloan Museum  “A Night in the Museum”

Nov.  27  
Start of Holiday Nights 

Greenfield Village

Dec. 1  
FMRCOA CLUB MEETING  

Toys For Tots Night

Dec.  5/6  
Motorcycle Swap Meet at 

Gibraltar Trade Center

Send want ads to Secretary for publication in 
newsletter via e-mail   www.masrtr43@hotmail.com

               Visit our new Facebook Group Page  
Just search Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America 
to post your photos and comments. Network fellow club 
members and invite your friends to share on Facebook.
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October 2015

fmrCoa meetInG mInutes
October 6, 2015

• Just after 7:30, the 53 members in attendance recited 
the Pledge.  

• We had 2 guests Bill Turner {23 Touring} and Bob 
Shell {49 Ford}.  

• VP Jim took the podium as President Tim was out of 
town on business.  

• Jim gave the microphone to Director Bob G.  who 
thanked the 20 plus members who attended his 
son- Bob Hill’s Celebration of Life last month.  Bob 
also had new roster books ready for distribution to 
members who renew dues for 2016.  Bob’s 67 Lincoln 
adorns the cover of the Membership Roster Book as a 
small fitting tribute to the years he has edited it for the 
Club.  

• VP Jim then addressed the Dearborn 2016 venue 
options.  The Board consensus was to return to 
The Bellville Wayne County Fairgrounds. After a 
discussion of venues and by a 100% show of hands, 
the membership agreed.  There will be a Friday 
Cruise-in and a Saturday only Car Show and Swap 
Meet. Also, this will enable us to return to 2 hour 
work shifts.  

• Election Committee Chairman Wally Wigand then 
took nominations for our 2016 Board Elections {even 
years = VP, Treasurer, and one Director position}.  
Jim Crawford accepted the VP nomination.  Stan 
Miller accepted the Treasurer nomination.  Gerald 
Murphy was nominated for the open Director position 
as Bob Guetschow retired from the Board.  Several 
other members were nominated for this open Director 
spot but all declined their nomination.  Wally declared 
nominations closed and therefore all 3 positions were 
unopposed so the Club forgoes the balloting and 
voting process.  

• Next order of business, Terry Worful  will begin 
coordinating the Women’ Vendor Area  at Dearborn 
2016.  

• The Toy Show will not be returning in 2016.  
• Secretary Mark announced a November Club Meeting 

event  “The Car I Wish I Had Back”.  Members are 
requested to bring for November Show and Tell a 
picture of the their special dream car, first car drove or 
owned, first Classic car restored, or a picture of the car 
they wished they never sold.  

• Stan gave the Treasurer’s report.  
• Bob G had nametags for those who need to get them.  
• Bob T did the 50/50 and sold Tshirts at the meeting.  
• No one volunteered to be on the event committee 

scouting sites for possible Club Outings.  
• Car Talk centered on Winter Storage.  
• 50/50 Adjourned 8:15.

  attention  fmrCoa  members
announcing  the  spectacular 

november  Club  meeting  event
“ THE  CAR  I  WISH I  

COULD  HAVE  BACK “
Bring in a picture for Show and Tell 

of that One Special Ride. 

The Car that made the 
Biggest Impact on You.  

It could be your 
First Car Owned,  

The First Car you ever drove, 

Your First Classic Car Restored,  

Or Simply That One Car 
I wish I never Sold.  

Whatever It IS. 

Break out a Picture of That 
Dream Ride and share it the Fellow 
Members during the Show and Tell 
Segment at the November Meeting.
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October 2015

fmrCoa board meetInG mInutes
October 1, 2015

• Tim began by passing out a folder of observations and 
ideas from Club member Gerald Murphy who spent  
Dearborn 2015 providing Security.  

• The Board reviewed several possible sites for 
Dearborn 2016.  A 6-0 Board vote was to present the 
best option of Bellville’s Wayne County Fairground 
site to the membership for review at the Oct. Club 
Meeting.  

• This proposal details a Friday Saturday rental 
eliminating Sunday plus a Cruise Friday for early Car 
Show registration.  Also, the Saturday only event will 
allow for 2 hours work shifts return.  

• Director Bob T. brought photos of other Swap Meets 
and their respective Women’s Vendor area for review.  

• The 1940 Ford was chosen as the Feature Vehicle for 
Dearborn 2016 with a 4-1-1 Board vote. 

• Additional  swap meet details included the Club’s 
trailer and extra Trophies will be used next year.  

• Director Bob G. finalized the updating and printing of 
the 2015 Club Roster Booklet. 

• The Board discussed Treasurer Stan’s topic of the 
FMRCOA’s Charitable Donations in addition to the 
Toys For Tots Annual Donation.  

• This month, the Food Committee will be in charge of 
the Club Meeting Meal.  

• We will begin 2016 Membership Renewals this 
month.  

• Also at the October Club Meeting, We will accept 
nominations for 2016 Election.  The Vice President, 
Treasurer, and One Director position are on the Ballot.  

• The Dinner Dance was briefly covered as preparations 
begin for that Club Party.  

• Finally at the November Club Meeting,  We 
encourage members to bring in Photographs 
of the “CAR YOU WISH YOU COULD HAVE 
BACK” for Show and Tell.  Pictures could also be 
of your first car owned or drove or of your first 
Collector car.  JUST BRING in a Picture of YOUR 
SPECIAL CAR.

october  meetInG

pre-meeting dinner
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This month I am using a photo that was 
in my father’s family photo album.  If you 
have seen the movie Tucker, then you know 
Preston Tucker built a vehicle he was trying 
to get the Army to buy.  Well, here is not only 
a photo of that actual vehicle, but standing 
next to Preston Tucker is my great uncle 
George Ironside.  George worked for Tucker’s 
Ypsilanti Tool Co. as an engineer until his 
death in 1943, and although he probably never 
got to work on the Tucker Automobile, I am 
sure that even during the war years Preston 
Tucker was dreaming and talking about that 
future vehicle.  This photo was taken in 1938 
at the army’s Aberdeen Proving Ground in N.J. 
where they were showing off the capabilities 
of the vehicle.   Since I was born three years 
after George died I never got to meet him, and 
with my interest in cars, I am sure he would 
have had some great stories to tell.

Two swap meets to report on this month, and both 

were blessed with great weather !   First, the “big one” : 

Hershey.  The days were clear and sunny, and there was 

no rain until Friday at 3:30 pm, but what a rain that was.  

There were six of us holding down the tent and with 50 

mph winds it was practically blowing us to the next field.  

Needless to say when the rain stopped about 30 minutes 

later there wasn’t a vendor open, and basically the meet 

was over at that point.  The shopping was excellent before 

the rain, and everyone in our group found some of the 

items on our want lists.  There were more empty spaces 

this year and several vendors felt the crowd was down 

also.  Our group sold well, and overall I would consider 

my 48th visit to Hershey a success.  You never know what 

to expect when going to Hershey, but that is part of the 

Roving Reporter

Postcards from the Past
by

Lou Ironside

fun and excitement.  You find things you didn’t know you 

wanted or needed for that matter, and you visit with people 

you only see once a year…..lots of fun !!  Only 50 weeks 

until we do it all over again.

The second AACA meet I attended this fall was the 

annual swap meet in Adrian, MI.  Again, the weather was 

excellent with bright sun and just cool enough to know it 

is fall, but warm enough to enjoy the meet.  There seemed 

to be about the same amount of vendors as last year, and 

as always a nice assortment of parts to look at.  There is a 

wide variety of parts at this meet and most everyone should 

be able to find something they “can’t live without”.  I have 

been attending this meet as long as I have been going to 

Hershey, and consider them as two “can’t miss” meets.



windows. We waved good-bye to our friends and headed north to the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike.

Before we got on the toll road, I stopped to check things out. When I 
opened the door to the trailer, water ran out on the steps. Oops — we’d 
forgotten to flush the toilet, and the water had been splashing every time I 
hit the brakes. We mopped up the floor, then headed west on the turnpike.

When you drive the turnpike in a car, the road seems quite flat. But 
when you’re pulling a heavy load, you quickly realize it’s a gradual incline 
— sometimes 8 or 10 miles long. That overworked V-8 would slowly lose 
speed going up the hills.

At some point, it started to snow, and vacuum windshield wipers don’t 
work when you’re climbing a hill with a load. I found myself moving 
closer and closer to the windshield trying to see through the snow, not 
wanting to take my foot off the gas pedal for fear of losing precious speed. 
I finally had to take my foot off for a split second so the wipers could 
swipe once across the windshield.

Doing that at intervals allowed us to keep going, but it was very 
stressful. It was getting worse and now I had to downshift to second gear 
to get over the hills.

When I finally spotted a Howard Johnson Motor Inn, I decided to park 
there for the night. It was cold in the trailer, but we had lots of blankets. 
Besides, we were newlyweds!

The next day, we continued our way west. The snow had stopped, but 
there were still lots of hills. I remember topping one hill in first gear at 
less than 10 mph.

Ohio roads are flatter than Pennsylvania roads, but remember, this 
was 1953 and the Ohio Turnpike had not yet been built. Truck traffic was 
really heavy and you had to go through every little town. When we got 
to Wadsworth, Ohio, traffic was backed up for 5 miles because of gaping 
holes in the pavement in the center of town. A trucker told me the state had 
ordered the city to repair its road, but it refused because it wanted the state 
to get a bypass completed. Politics.

We made it through the broken highway, but just about everything in 
the trailer got dumped on the floor — including milk from the refrigerator. 
What a mess we had to clean up.

When we stopped in Fremont, Ohio, for dinner, I told my wife I 
couldn’t drive another mile. She argued, “But it’s still early and we’re 
so close to home!” I offered a compromise: “There’s a theater across 
the highway, so I’ll take you to the movies, OK?” We watched “Martin 
Luther” and learned how the Lutheran religion came to be.

The next morning, we began the home stretch. We arrived at our pre-
arranged spot at the Melvindale (Mich.) Trailer Park before nightfall. 

As I was backing the trailer into our lot, I 
popped a reverse-gear tooth off. Oh, well, 
we’d made it.

Early in 1954, I told my wife, “They 
don’t make wood wagons anymore, so we’d 
better get rid of this one while we can still 
get a couple hundred dollars for it.”

We sold the car with reverse gear still 
clicking, and bought a 5-year-old Buick 
Roadmaster. That, however, is another story.

A Brief History of the Ford LoGo

After the Detroit Automobile Company and The 
Henry Ford Company,  the Ford Motor Company 
began in 1903.  There were close to 125 Automobile 
Companies based within the city limits of Detroit 
alone. In this sea of competition, one needs to stand 
out.  The Companies product and image are very 
important to a startup company. This is a brief history 
of the Ford logo. At the beginning, the letterhead at 
Ford was the same Spencerian Font that Coca-Cola 
used in their famous logo.  Childe Wills, a draftsman 
at the new company designed the first FoMoCo logo 
which read Ford Motor Company Detroit Mi in 
an Art Nouveau framed border.  In 1906, the Ford 
scripted nametag was Trademarked in the U. S. Patent 
Office.  This second Ford logo also known as the 
“Script with Wings” was applied to new car radiator 
grills.  The next year in the U.K.,  the first Ford in 
an Oval was used in Automobile Advertising.  Years 
later, this new Ford Oval appeared as Dealership 
signage in England.  This logo was soon adopted by 
Ford  U.S. in both black and blue versions.  In 1912, 
the third generation FoMoCo logo was introduced.  
It was a Triangle with Wings with the writing “The 
Universal Car” at the bottom.  It came out in Orange 
and Blue colors.  Henry Ford hit the dislike button 
and this version was dropped quickly.  The Ford 
Blue Oval was again changed in 1927 with the Ford 
lettering was altered to closely resemble Henry Ford’s 
actual signature.  This Blue Oval nameplate made its 
debut on the radiator grill on new model cars. The 
Oval lasted until 1949 where the Ford Crest adorned 
the front of new models.  Numerous different style 
emblems like the stampeding Mustang were utilized 
until the Ford Blue Oval returned to the front of new 
Fords in the mid 1970’s. It has been there ever since.  
There was an attempt to redesign the logo in 1966 
using a Paul Rand concept but it was rejected.  In 
2008, a fake April Fools Day press release announcing 
a modern looking logo was picked up by many media 
outlets.  Still, the Ford Blue Oval is one of the most 
recognized company logos in the World.  

See Page 10 for History of Ford Logos

The Rotunda Times Enjoy the Summer Days

Page 8

1940 Ford Deluxe Station Wagon
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Brian’s Tip
Transmitting Power

We need to talk about the care and feeding of 
transmissions, because they do the very important job of 
getting engine power to the drive wheels of your particular 
vehicle.   Transmissions work in conjunction with the 
engine to provide power to the drive wheels, while keeping 
the engine’s output optimally matched to speed and load 
conditions.   Changing transmission fluid serves a multitude 
of purposes.   Transmission fluid cleans, cools, transmits 
force, inhibits varnish, lubricates, transmits pressure and 
continually protects the transmission.   Fluid does wear out, 
and changing transmission fluid is much like changing your 
motor oil to prevent a breakdown of your transmission.   If 
possible, as some trans filters are 
virtually impossible to change 
without pulling the engine out 
because of clever engineering, 
changing the filter while changing 
the fluid is always a good idea.   
Many do it your self people, 
and even some professional 
mechanics, use the cheapest filter 
and gasket they can get their hands 
on thinking they are all the same.   
They are not the same, and if you compare a genuine Ford 
gasket to an off the shelf gasket you will notice the Ford 
gasket has grommets around every hole so you can not over 
tighten the pan to the transmission.   When you over tighten 
a cheap pan gasket to the pan it will many times bend the 
pan at the holes, then eventually leaks start between those 
holes because there is no longer tension on that part of the 
pan gasket.   We all know there is a difference in filters, as 
cheap is not good and good is not cheap so, be nice to your 
transmission, it does a lot of work for you.

 Before I quit on this article, I think I’ll continue with 
some information on vehicles that have been altered for 
more performance.   Because of changing cams, heads, 
exhausts, carbs or injectors, and because the power band is 
usually shifted to be higher, many replace the stock torque 
converter with a higher stall converter.   This is all well 

and good, but precautions need to be taken to prevent trans 
failure.   First of all let me explain that there is truly only 
one way to check converter stall speed, and that is to get 
the car moving in high gear around 25-30 mph, then floor 
it in high gear.   Whatever the tachometer flashes to is your 
true stall speed.   You do not get true stall speed readings by 
standing on the gas while locking up the brakes, and doing 
this in lower gears often causes false readings because 
the car accelerates too fast to get an accurate observation.   
A cool transmission is better because it will live longer, 
and if you do change the converter to a higher stall speed, 
you must put a good, and/or bigger, cooler on the unit.   

Most stock coolers run through 
the radiator to keep the fluid at 
a constant temperature via the 
coolant thermostat, but if you find 
the trans temperature is too high, 
you could bypass the radiator and 
run the lines directly from the 
external cooler to the trans and 
back again.   Generally speaking, 
a transmission will give you many 
years of good service it you keep 

it’s temperature under 200*F, but when you begin getting to 
around 220*F you will be shortening the life expectancy of 
your transmission, much less getting into temperatures over 
250*F that will assure failure in a very short time.   There 
usually is no reason to run more expensive full synthetic 
fluid unless you have a very high stall converter in your 
car, like a dedicated race car, because synthetic fluid has 
a much higher resistance to varnishing up under high heat 
conditions.   If you are one of the rare people that rebuilds 
your own transmissions, remember that you do not want 
to smooth out or camphor the edges of those shift valves 
because they are designed to be sharp to continually cut 
through varnish as it tries to build up.    
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This month another postcard from the late 1940’s 
early 1950’s series from Greenfield Village.  This 
series was printed on a cardstock that resembles 

The Roving Reporter: 
Hard to believe…..there are no swap meets to 
report on this month!  I did attend one meet 
which was advertised in Cruis’ News, and even 
had a ¼ page display ad.  We arrived and the 
building was vacant.  Several other people 
arrived, including one with a load of parts, but 
obviously it wasn’t going to “happen”.   The next 
day I called the number in the ad and was told 
they cancelled it because of poor vendor 
response.  At least it wasn’t a long drive.   On the 
way home we stopped at Roadside Attractions 
on M-24 south of Lapeer.  This antique shop has 

a linen texture.  These cards were sold in the gift 
shop for ten cents each or three for twenty-five 
cents….at least that is what they were going for 
when I was in elementary school.  The postcard 
shown here is a street scene in the village with 
some of the buildings in the background.  What is 
interesting is that the subject of the card is a 1908 
Buick!  You would have thought they would have 
used a Model “T” ! 
 
 
 

Postcards from the Past 
by 

Lou Ironside 

 

Late 40's early 50's - Greenfield Village  

 

 

 

many car related items along with railroad 
and other interesting stuff.  Needless to say, I 
found a few collectibles there which 
followed me home.  If you are ever in the 
area, it is a worthwhile stop.  Next month 
report on the 44th annual East Side A’s swap 
meet…and hopefully some others.   
 

 

 

Continued in next column 

The Rotunda Times

CLASSIFIED ADS
for sale

John Miller  586-756-4299  313-891-2640   
   Quik Way Boring Bar  Used very little  Cost new 

$7640.  Sell for $5000.

Larry Dicks 517-605-5746                                                     
Yellow Sebring {Sterling} Kit Car with Corvair 
Engine $2000  OBO.

Wanted
Cole Grandy  810-735-1671 Ford ’28 or ’29 Wheels 

and /or Tires.

Mark Trzeciak  313-618-1049                               
1958-59-60 Thunderbird Glass Lockside Run for 
Drivers side. It is the Channel the Glass slides 
inside the door.

Bring in used waste oil to 
Club Meetings for John Miller.

                 Visit our new Facebook Group Page  

Just search Ford and 
Mercury Restorers Club of 

America to post your photos 
and comments. Network 
fellow club members and 

invite your friends to share 
on Facebook.

Classified ads are free to all current FMRCOA members.  
$20 to nonmembers to run an ad.  You can submit e-mail 
ads to Club Secretary up to the 14th of the month to be 

included in the next newsletter.
Send e-mails www.masrtr43@hotmail.com 

please include FMRCOA in subject or risk deletion.

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!
Your Board officers and editor take extra effort to bring you 
FREE classifieds and schedule of events found  within  your  
monthly  newsletter. Take advantage  of  these  benefits  your  
membership provides. Post your schedule where you can refer 
to it easily.  Submit your ads at a meeting or mail to  

FMRCOA 
P.O. Box 2938 • Dearborn, MI 48123

For  more information on becoming  a member go  to 
FMRCOA.org or write to the above address

 
The April Fools Day joke Ford logo 

 

 

The Paul Rand logo 

 

 

History of the Ford LoGos

The April Fools Day joke Ford logo

The Paul Rand logo
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MARCH SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dearborn 2014 
Member Shirts 

Dearborn 2014 
Staff Work shirts 
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ADVERTISER FAREWELL 
 

We say farewell to Van-Tel auto body 
and owner Alex T. Test.  With the passing 
of Alex, Van-Tel Auto is closing its doors.  
Alex, owner of the business since 1975, 
and his passing will leave the classic car 
hobby a large void. 
 
 

 

 

 

Editor Note: 
 
I couldn't help but notice that this has 
been the 3rd month in a row that the club 
hasn't had any new members.  Hope to 
see some new names soon. 
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  MARCH CLASSIFIEDS 

 
 Sun 400 distributor test machine circa 

1965.  Works well for distributor service 
oil. Use it as garage art. $200. 734-674-
1258. John Borovsky. 

 Generic portable 5000 watt gasoline 
generator. 120/240 volt. Brand new. 
$350.  734-674-1258. John Borovsky. 

 1954 Ford radio. Plays with speaker.  2-
1984 26" 10 speed bicycles. 

 Looking for AMX and Javelin parts and 
cars.  313-820-5241. 

 1/32 scale die cast Fords. 1924-1937 
(except 1928-1930 & 1935).  $6.00 each 
or 2 for $10.00.  Also 2-1955 T-Birds, 1964 
Galaxie Police car and 1969 Mustang 
GT Fastback.  586-759-6058 or 586-872-
3957. Tom Eriksen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the 

meetings.  John Miller. 586-756-4279 
or 313-891-2640. 

 Seat track for '41 Ford 2 door sedan. 
 Looking for '69-'70 Boss 302 engine 

parts.  313-231-9292. Ehren Golicz. 
 1971 – 1973 429 CI Mustang RH 4 LH 

 

 

exhaust manifold.  517-467-2404.  
Rod Kurowski. 

 '68 Ford Galaxie/Mercury full size 390 
fan shroud. c8ae-8146-aa.  734-837-
1871. Rob Martoia. 

 5.0L or 4.6L V8 fuel injection. Must 
have all wiring and computer.  734-
674-8483. Bob Milligan. 

 
 

Continued in next column 

Rotunda Times 
 

  Page 11  
  

  MARCH CLASSIFIEDS 

 
 Sun 400 distributor test machine circa 

1965.  Works well for distributor service 
oil. Use it as garage art. $200. 734-674-
1258. John Borovsky. 

 Generic portable 5000 watt gasoline 
generator. 120/240 volt. Brand new. 
$350.  734-674-1258. John Borovsky. 

 1954 Ford radio. Plays with speaker.  2-
1984 26" 10 speed bicycles. 

 Looking for AMX and Javelin parts and 
cars.  313-820-5241. 

 1/32 scale die cast Fords. 1924-1937 
(except 1928-1930 & 1935).  $6.00 each 
or 2 for $10.00.  Also 2-1955 T-Birds, 1964 
Galaxie Police car and 1969 Mustang 
GT Fastback.  586-759-6058 or 586-872-
3957. Tom Eriksen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the 

meetings.  John Miller. 586-756-4279 
or 313-891-2640. 

 Seat track for '41 Ford 2 door sedan. 
 Looking for '69-'70 Boss 302 engine 

parts.  313-231-9292. Ehren Golicz. 
 1971 – 1973 429 CI Mustang RH 4 LH 

 

 

exhaust manifold.  517-467-2404.  
Rod Kurowski. 

 '68 Ford Galaxie/Mercury full size 390 
fan shroud. c8ae-8146-aa.  734-837-
1871. Rob Martoia. 

 5.0L or 4.6L V8 fuel injection. Must 
have all wiring and computer.  734-
674-8483. Bob Milligan. 

 
 

Continued in next column 

“Your connection for the best connections”
For all your wiring needs including:
Stock Cars • Specialty Cars • Boats

Trailers • Racecars • Street Rods

Joe Caccia  •  Ed Viger

Downriver Motorsports Wiring, LLC

734.288.3475 
20565 Northline Rd. • Taylor, MI 48180
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a linen texture.  These cards were sold in the gift 
shop for ten cents each or three for twenty-five 
cents….at least that is what they were going for 
when I was in elementary school.  The postcard 
shown here is a street scene in the village with 
some of the buildings in the background.  What is 
interesting is that the subject of the card is a 1908 
Buick!  You would have thought they would have 
used a Model “T” ! 
 
 
 

Postcards from the Past 
by 

Lou Ironside 

 

Late 40's early 50's - Greenfield Village  

 

 

 

many car related items along with railroad 
and other interesting stuff.  Needless to say, I 
found a few collectibles there which 
followed me home.  If you are ever in the 
area, it is a worthwhile stop.  Next month 
report on the 44th annual East Side A’s swap 
meet…and hopefully some others.   
 

 

 

Continued in next column 



The Rotunda Times

To:

FIRST-CLASS MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
ANN ARBOR, MI
PERMIT NO. 37

Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America
P.O. Box 2938
Dearborn, MI   48123

saylor’s Body shop

dECEMBEr MEEtinG
FEaturE vEhiClE

FIRST-CLASS MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE
PA I D

YPSILANTI, MI
PERMIT NO. 1011

The Rotunda Times

The Rotunda Times

Page 14

Wanted

• 1956 Ford convertible, fresh rebuilt 292 cid, 4 barrel white 
w/black top. Excellent condition. Don Olson. 586-752-7919.
• Autorama carpet. 10X20 white shag with border. Nice! 
$150 or best offer. Nick Zakarian. 313-468-3687.
• Heated dry alarmed storage. FMRC members only. $75/month. 
Van Born/Telegraph area. Ray Mickiewicz. 313-278-0221.
• 4 mustang, 4 lug renal wheels. Lug cover locks, black 
center with aluminum rims. 87-93 mustang. $150. Gary L. 
Holmstrom. 313-277-3475.
• 1970 T-bird. 4dr. black w/red interior. Rare-factory moon 
roof. 1 of 3 includes marty report, excellent condition. 
$12,500. Paul Coleman. 313-820-6712.
• Cap-6 ft. short box F100 truck. $50. Jim Milligan. 248-494-1983.
• 4 Gartmaier 18X9 wheels, 4 ½ in. bc with 265/352 R18 nitto 
extreme 2r tires. $400 or best offer. Roger Hodyka. 517-282-4738.
• 1955 Ford 2dr custom. New paint, new brakes & lines, new 
gas tank, new interior, new scuff plates, new mirrors & handles 
& tail lights. Ford-a-matic/223 cid. Very clean southern stored 
car-“driver” asking $14,500. Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.
• New, in boxes, made in the USA white with red & blue 
stripes, wagon wheel style 14”-7” set of 4. $220. Y-block 
oil pump g.c. $20. Car brochures, all brands. 70’s to 2000. 
$1.00 and up. 1955 Ford rear bumper. Needs re-chroming 
and straightening. $60. Model Airplanes-Grumman guardian 
3 line throttle with supertigre .40 engine. $125. Solid wing 
trainer 3 line with tank ready for .35-.40 size engine. $45. 
R/C home build cosmic trainer ready for radio new tank and 
engine. $125. Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.
• ’75 NOS fuel pumps $300 for all. Hal Stambaugh. 419-583-7892.
• 1949 Mercury engine totally rebuilt by John Price. Complete 
engine. $2800. Gene Johnson. 734-261-8334.
• Ford and Mercury ads from 1946 and up. $1.00 each.  Also 
have brand X too.  Ford and Mercury product books and color 
and trim books from 1980 and up. $10.00 each.  Bill Coombe. 
586-293-0662 or email bcgradnmarquis@gmail.com.

• Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the meetings.  John Miller. 
586-756-4279 or 313-891-2640.
• Vintage magazines sports car, road test, feroran car guides, 
etc. Performance era. Greg Sanchez. 313-382-4420.
• NOS mud flaps for VW super beatle ’71 thru ’79, black. 
Paul Coleman. 313-820-6712.
• 1950’s kidillac pedal car unrestored.  Dave Saam. 419-343-6019.
• Any 1965, 1966, 1967 or 1968 Mustang. Must run and 
drive.  Bob Milligan. 734-674-8483.
• Sheet metal for 1932-34 pick up and steering wheel. Roger 
Hodyka. 517-282-4738.
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