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I sold the 1976 Mercury Grand Marquis to Frank on a very cold night 

during December of 2007.  The Mercury had been purchased, maintained, 

and driven by a friend’s father since it was brand new.  It was only driven on 

nice days but it has always been a Michigan car.

  Well my friend’s father passed away and his mother did not drive so I 

was asked to sell the Mercury for them.  We went and picked up the Mercury 

in Troy, and it still looked nice as I had remembered.

  I washed, cleaned, detailed and touched it up giving the car total TLC, it 

was ready to sell.  We took it to one car show and advertised it.  We had a lot 

of lookers but no buyers.  I then advertised it in Auto Trader.

  Frank called me about the Mercury in late November and made an 

appointment to see the car.  I will never forget the look he had on his face as 

he walked to the Mercury from his car.  Well the rest is History.  I invited him 

in; we cut a deal “Sold”.  Frank picked up the Mercury the end of December 

2007.

  Frank has received 49 trophies to date, 

and has gone to many car shows and made 

many friends in the process.  The bridge 

that has been formed between Frank and I 

is the best thing that happened because of 

the sale of the Mercury.  Frank and I best 

of friends, we do the car shows, cruises, 

the Auto Show and Auto Rama every year.  

Frank has done several things to the car 

to enhance its already GRAND look.  He 

added the Vogue tires, had the polished 

aluminum wheels re-polished and sealed 

and added chrome tips to the exhaust.

  Frank maintains this car beyond the 

call of duty.  I kid with him about always 

waxing and polishing it, that, he is going to 

rug the paint, “original” off the car.

  I enjoy when Frank says here are the 

keys you can drive.  It floats like a large 

land yacht, what a ride.

  Frank: many more happy years of 

motoring.  It has been a pleasure selling 

you the Mercury, watching you receive 

trophies and seeing you make new friends. 

Best of all the friendship that has been 

formed between the two of us, like the 

Merc a classic.

Happy Motoring Everyone! 

Feature Vehicle:

Frank Smiths 
1976 Mercury Grand Maquis

Article written by: Cortney Gregory
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This month we thank Art Cairo for the really moving 
Feature Vehicle article about the Cairo family’s 1950 

Mercury. We also thank Van Nazarian for his pictorial about 
an old gas station; Hank Dawson for his article about a car 
show fundraiser; Bill Gipperich for his article about the first 
club publication; and Denise Rohde for her banner!

Finally, we thank our team of Staff Contributors for their 
articles and photographs.

We are again very low on Feature Vehicle material. Please help here!

As some of you know, I have resigned as Editor of the Rotunda 
Times. I have very much enjoyed composing this publication 
over the past seven years, but now feel that it’s time to move on! 

I wish whoever takes over as Editor the best, and will work to 
make the transition smooth.

Consider the 15th of the month as a deadline for getting 
announcements or other materials to the Editor for that 
month’s newsletter. 

Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org 
where you can read these newsletters in color and see more 
event pictures, and videos. 

Steve Rohde, Editor
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Attention All Members
When you hear of a member/spouse’s death, please get all 

the information such as the funeral home and address, 
viewing times and dates, and the service time and date.

Then contact one of the following people:
Jim Crawford 

313.724.9117 or jcrawfo1@myway.com
Bob Guetschow

248.328.9113 or rguetschow@comcast.net
Beth Marschner 

248.231.4892 or emarschner@twmi.rr.com

These folks will ensure that the 
membership at large knows of the death.

Attention All Members
When you hear of a member/spouse’s death, please get all 

the information such as the funeral home and address, 
viewing times and dates, and the service time and date.

Then contact one of the following people:
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734.259.8079 or jcrawfo1@wowway.com

Bob Guetschow
248.328.9113 or guetschowr@yahoo.com

These folks will ensure that the 
membership at large knows of the death.
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Greetings to all.  The March meeting was well 
attended the weather and temperature were 
not as brutal allowing more of us to get out.  The 
snow piles are receding and spring is 
approaching.  
 
For car guys, that means that before long our 
cars will be coming out to start another season of 
cruising.  For us as FMRCOA members our swap 
meet is on the horizon as well.  Hank has a listing 
of the swap meets and cruises and we are asking 
members to sign up to pass out flyers to vendors 
and patrons.  The flyers are present at the 
meeting take what you need and pass them out 
were ever you can.  As before the club will be 
advertising in many ways but word of mouth, 
person to person is crucial, please all members 
do your part.  
 
The new 2014 T shirts were presented and well 
accepted thanks to Jeff Gniewek and Bob 
Topping for their work the shirts. Jeff and Russ 
should have shirts ready for sale April at the 
meeting for $10.  Club sweat shirts and hats will 
be coming soon. 
 
Hank will be handling the swap meet sign up and 
he began setting out the worker sign-up sheets.  
If you have a job, time, preference sign-up early 
so you get your choice.  The Club traditionally 
asks for each of us to volunteer for two hours at 
the swap meet but if you can volunteer for 
another shift- GREAT.  When all job slots are filled, 
it adds to the success of the swap meet.  The 
swap meet is another opportunity to interact and 
get to know fellow members.  Personally each 
year I have met new members and got to know 
members better by working with them at the 
swap meet.  I have seen members at their best,  
rolling up their sleeves and making things happen 
by pitching in.  I have seen so many members in 

their way, at their job working for the 
success of the Club.  So PLEASE 
volunteer, get involved. 
 
For those who were not at the March 
meeting Larry had a special guest 
speaker Gene Dickinson who spoke 
about climate control.  This proved to be 
really interesting.  Anything to do with 
warmth or cooling, keeping dry or 
shaded.  The topic covered the complex 
to simple from the great idea to the “oh 
brother”.  He has published a book 
“Automotive Climate Controls 116 years 
of Progress”.   For those who missed the 
presentation or for auto book collectors 
Genes book would be a good buy. 
   
Keep April 12th open for Motor City 
Solutions and Vicary Museum. 
 
The Model Car show was a success and 
another evening has been scheduled for 
this theme in September.  Hank will have 
timely information for the event in the 
near future. 
 
The Board has discussed the Club 
supporting the Varsity Show in May, but 
also making the event special for our 
members.  If anyone has some 
suggestions pass them along to Larry.  
Anyone interested in working with Larry 
on the entertainment, garage crawl 
committee let him know.   Larry and 
Wally could use a little help. 
   
Have a good month; keep warm and 
safe- see Ya'll in April 
 
Tim 
 

 

 

 

Continued in next column 

MAY 2015
   Welcome to spring!  Our next meeting 

Tuesday June 2nd will be our annual mini-swap meet with 
an out-door cookout. Come early, bring your car, and enjoy.  
When parking at the American Legion please park to the 
South of the lot, leaving the Center and the North of the lot 
to Legion members. 

  We are approaching our 46th annual “Dearborn 15” 
swap meet.  We are a club of members and each of us as 
members need to join in to make our swap meet a success.  
Sign up for a job at the swap meet and pass out flyers at 
businesses or classic car shows; 
we have a list of shows that need 
our flyers!   Stan has investigated 
and increased our advertising 
to key areas but what is very 
important is hitting every event 
and gathering and passing out our 
flyers.  We have had suggestions 
of free publications to advertise 
with, if you have suggestions 
please write them down and pass 
them along to Stan or myself. 

  Bob Topping has done a fine job with our 2015 shirts.  
The theme has a classic look from a 1955 Thunderbird 
advertisement.  We have white shirts for sale now. When we 
determine who will be working the swap meet and receiving 
a free gold shirt for working, then the gold shirts will also go 
on sale to members. We will be selling white and gold shirts 
at the swap meet.  The club did very well last year selling 
shirts at the swap meet.  

Skip Anderson from Varsity Ford visited the May 
meeting and presented the club with a 2000.00 dollar check.  

We greatly appreciate the support of Varsity and always 
remind members to consider Varsity for your new or used car 
or parts purchases. Skip offered an additional 250.00 dollars 
to members for a trade in the day of the show.  

Our activity for June will be the Varsity Car Show June 
20th starting at 8:00 am.  Moneys raised at the show will go 
to the Mott Children’s Hospital for the children’s care.  The 
show will be the same day and in conjunction with the Jackson 
Road show; there’s lots to do.  The club will do something 
special for members that attend.  We will get information out 

for the next meeting.

  On a somber note Paul 
Coleman passed away Tuesday, 
May 12th 2015.  Paul was a long 
time member and in spite of 
personal responsibilities he found 
time to contribute to the club.  
He contributed to the 2015 shirt 
development and was assisting 
Jim Crawford with the Swap Meet 
Car Show.  Paul will be missed.

  We have lost a number of valued members in a short 
time.   Hank (Mr. Fun) was always looking for the next 
activity for the member’s enjoyment. Now Paul, who had a 
wealth of knowledge about car shows. Both were members 
who contributed and volunteered and made a deference.  
As FMRCOA moves forward we as a club will be seeking 
members to step forward to fill in the gaps that have been left 
by Hank Dawson and Paul Coleman as well as other needs.  
Take the opportunity to volunteer and a personal Thank You 
to all those who volunteer! 

Get Your Cruse on.
Tim
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JUNE CalENdar of EvENts The Rotunda Times would 
like to feature your old car or 
truck in an upcoming issue.  We 
are interested in how you came 
about finding your vehicle of 
choice, and what you have 

done to enhance its beauty, and/or mechanical condition.  
Simply mail or email us your article accompanied with 
a photo to:

tim Pusilo 
313.278.1325 • dean35aw@gmail.com
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The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old 
car or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested 

and what you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or 
mechanical condition. Simply mail or e-mail us your article 
accompanied with a photo to:

STEVE ROHDE
rohdesteve@gmail.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
2955 Bateson Ct.

Ann Arbor, MI. 48105
734.717.5444

YOUR CAR!

articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford and 
Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, additions, 
deletions or reproductions are permissible without the 
written approval of the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of 
America, Inc and its duly authorized representatives.

Our monthly club meetings are at St Mary’s Cultural 
Center at 18100 Merriman Rd in Livonia between 6 

have held the last several dinner dances. Moreover, it has a 
extremely large parking lot enabling club cars to be easily 
parked together (and the food is -great!).

begin at 6:30 PM with  a snack.  And do bring a friend!

Monthly Club Meeting Location

    2012 FMRCOA Dinner Dance 
January 21, 2012
St Mary’s Cultural Center  
18100 Merriman Rd. in Livonia
For more information,
please contact 
Mark or Sue Koehler at  
734-699-6900.

2012 FMRCOA Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings and events for 
2012.  

month. New information will be posted each month as 
 Bold font represents 

club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for 
a Club event, please let a Board Member know!

Jan. 4 Club Meeting
Jan. 21 Dinner Dance

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Y
found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 

schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Beth Marschner, our ad editor.   
For more information on becoming a member go to   
http://www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Please mail your dues in or pay at a meeting!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 

Feb. 1 Club meeting
 

Feb. 25 Stahl Museum tour
 

Mar. 7 club meeting
 
 

 STAHL MUSEUM TOUR 
FEBRUARY 25 

contact Jim Crawford 
for details 

(hand-outs available at the meeting).

313-467-7789 
or 

313-724-9117

The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old car 
or truck in an upcoming issue.  We are interested in how 
you came about finding your vehicle of choice, and what 
you have done to enhance its beauty, and/or mechanical 
condition.  Simply mail or email us your 
article accompanied with a photo to:

Beth Marschner
emarschner@twmi.rr.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
17445 Norborne • Redford, MI  48240
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The Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, Inc. 
newsletter, “The Rotunda Times”, its contents, Club 
logo, articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford 
and Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, 
additions, deletions or reproductions are permissible 
without  the written approval of the Ford and Mercury 
Restorers Club of America, Inc and its duly authorized 
representatives.

Our monthly club meetings are held at 

american legion Post 32 
9318 Newburgh Rd. • Livonia, MI 48150

Between Plymouth and Joy Roads

This is a great facility where we had our last dinner dance.  
It has large parking lot (to the south) enabling club cars 

to easily park together.
Meetings are on the first Tuesday of each 
month and begin at 6:30pm with a snack.  

do bring a friend!

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!

Your Board officers and editor take extra effort to 
bring you FREE classifieds and schedule of events 
found  within  your  monthly  newsletter. Take 
advantage  of  these  benefits  your  membership 
provides. Post your schedule where you can refer to 
it easily.  Submit your ads at a meeting or mail to  

FMRCOA 
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn, MI 48123
For  more information on becoming  a member go  

to FMRCOA.org or write to the above address

6-2  TUESDAY CLUB MEETING MINI SWAP MEET
6-6 Cars Inc Car Show Rochester Hills

6-6 Mt Clemens Cruise
6-6 Utica High Beam Show

6-6 Seals on Wheels Easterseals Auburn Hills Show
6-11 Roush Collection Open House 

Car Show Nascar Autographs
6-12 ARCA Race at MIS 

6-13 Xfinity Race at MIS
6-13 Milan Dragway Racer Reunion

6-14 NASCAR Cup Race at MIS
6-14 Metro Park Blast From the Past Show

6-20 Jackson Road Cruise
6-20 VARSITY FORD CAR SHOW

6-20 Made in Detroit Novi Car Show
6-20 Gratiot Road Cruise

6-20 Parkside Credit Union 10th Annual Charity 
Car Show Westland Shopping Center

6-20 and 6-21 Motor Muster  The Henry Ford 
aka Greenfield Village 
6-27 Downriver  Cruise

6-27 and 6-28 Sloan Museum Auto Fair Flint
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fMrCoa MEEtING MINutEs
May 5, 2015

•  With 72 members in attendance the meeting began at 7:28.  

•  We had 2 guests, Jerry Grzesik and Patrick Kaluzuy as well 
as guest speaker Henry Dominguez.  

•  President Tim spoke a few words on the loss of Hank 
Dawson a past Club President and Generator Award 
Winner.  

•  Tim announced Dearborn 2015 volunteer sheets were out 
for members to sign up for our July Event.  

•  Skip from Varsity Ford addressed the membership on 
the changes that have occurred at Varsity Ford.  All car 
dealerships are moving toward a modern online Web based 
Email presence.  He invited the membership to attend 
the Varsity annual Car Show which has been moved to 
coincide with the Jackson Road Cruise on Saturday June 
20th. Varsity Ford is our Club’s main sponsor of Dearborn 
2015. • Director Bob G. brought in a retro Generator Plaque 
which Pres. Tim presented to Roy Stull.  

•  A sign up sheet for the Knights of Columbus Memorial Day 
Parade was passed around. 

•  Newsletter was out a few days late but was in the mail.  • 
Stan and Mark gave their respective reports.  

•  Director Don and Bob T.  were selling the new Club 2015 
T-shirts.  They also proposed to sell any donated unwanted 
parts at Chelsea.  Clean out your garage and Don and 
Bob will sell it or scrap it with the proceeds going to the 
FMRCOA. A Win Win. 

•  Next, the microphone was handed to our Guest Speaker 
Henry Dominguez who has authored several books on the 
Ford Family.  His latest book being “The Last Days of 
Henry Ford”.  For those who did not attend the May club 
meeting, you will have to buy the book now.  

•  The June club meeting will host our mini-swap meet out the 
parking lot.  We will use the Post 32 barbeque grille with 
hamburger and hot dogs on the menu.  We need a grille 
Master to replace Hank Dawson -please contact Pres.Tim if 
interested in the job.

•  Car Talk ensued with several questions being answered.  • 
An update on members Paul Coleman and George Patrick 
who both our presently hospitalized.  

•  Show and Tell consisted of a Flathead book brought in 
by Larry Wolohon and Cole Grandy’s Ford script wrench  
which was determined to be a Model T Ratcheted  Band/
Brake Adjustment Tool. 

•  50/50 was followed by 9;41 adjournment as Skip from 
Varsity Ford handed out tote bags and hats while Henry 
signed copies of this new book for those who bought one. 

skip from varsity ford

Director Don selling t shirts

Roy Stull receiving retro Generator Plaque 
from club president Tim

 membership enjoying dinner

Guest Speaker Henry Dominguez

MEEtING Pictures
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fMrCoa Board MEEtING MINutEs
May 23, 2015

•  All Board members present plus Toy Show Coordinators 
Greg and Cole.

•  President Tim started off with the Chelsea Fairgrounds 
Contract and that Dearborn 2015 vendor window stickers 
were ordered.  

•  Secondly, we determined the choice of meal for May club 
meeting.  Food choice and procurement policy is a new 
matter for Club to address so not to burden only Tim and 
Stan every month. 

•  The passing of Hank Dawson is a great loss to our club as he 
was spearheading the new Toy Show.  

•  Greg and Cole were asked to attend board meeting to go over 
the Model Toy Show event at Dearborn 2015. Gate entrance, 
wrist bands, building layout, and accurate revenue recording 
were discussed. 

•  How to market the Toy Show in magazine and hobby store 
advertising was explored. Obtaining a Toy Show banner for 
the building as well as street entrance signage changes were 
examined.  

•  Trophies for the Toy Show will need to be delegated as Hank 
was handling them.  

•  Secretary Mark brought up for discussion prorating 
newsletter ads but Board consensus was flat rate $20 to 
nonmembers to run an ad whether for a $5 part or a six 
figure car. 

•  Director Bob Topping picked up the Dearborn 2015 t-shirts. 
Club members are encouraged to buy a shirt and wear it to 
events to promote the upcoming Dearborn 2015. 

•  Directors Don and Bob T outlined a plan to sell club 
members extra unwanted car parts at our July swap meet and 
then sell the unsold items as scrap metal with the proceeds 
going to the FMRCOA. 

•  President Tim gave VP Jim and Director Bob G. updated 
renewal list.  Jim can correct current Club email list and 
Bob G can update the Club Roster as well as presenting 
appropriate anniversary name badges. 

•  Bob G. was successful in his efforts renewing all but one of 
the newsletter advertisers and sold several classified ads too.  

show & tell

Henry 
Dominguez’s 

book

“The Last 
Days of 

Henry Ford”

Two books and a Model T Ratchet Wrench



The Rotunda Times

Page 7

This month we have a postcard 
showing the 1,000 car single day 
output of the Highland Park, MI Ford 
factory.  It must have been a warm day 
when the photo was taken as many 
of the windows in the plant are open.  
Of course if you have ever worked 
in a plant, sometimes you want the 
windows open even in the winter to 
get some fresh air.  We can date this 
postcard fairly easily to the early teens, 
as the card was mailed from Detroit on 
July 13th, 1916.  And sent to a Miss 
Susie Asherman in Tiffin, OH.  The note on the card simply read: Will write tomorrow.  If it was her boyfriend 
writing, sure hope he did write or there would be one mad Susie!

Two swap meets to write about this month; one in Michigan and one in Ohio.  The Fowlerville swap meet 
the first weekend in May has always been a good meet to find the elusive Model “A” Ford parts, and this year 
was no exception.  I thought that maybe the cancellation of the Bearing Burners meet the same weekend would 
have increased the vendor turn out at Fowlerville, but there seemed to be about the same amount of vendors; 
however the older Ford parts were more few and far between than in years past.  There are still a few of us “older” 
individuals wanting the early Ford stuff, but more and more vendors sell with what I would call modern stuff.  
Still, all in all, a worthwhile swap meet.

 
The second swap meet was the 50th annual swap meet put on by the Car Coddlers of Sandusky, OH.  A fairly 

large meet with primarily outside vendors, but a few indoor spaces also.  At this meet for some reason there was 
more 1936 to 1940 Ford parts and sheet metal than I have seen outside of Hershey in many years.  Also, a fair 
amount of Model A parts, but virtually no “A” sheet metal for sale.   It is a short 2 hour drive from Detroit, and 
one of those swap meets that seems to have something for everyone.  Along with the usual Model A parts I also 
bought a few nice 1940 Buick Items and a friend bought a set of very rare Chevrolet Z-16 wheel covers at an 
excellent price.  It had been a number of years since I had attended this meet, but on a whim decided to go, glad 
I did, as it was well worth while.  

Roving Reporter

Postcards from the Past
by

Lou Ironside
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Brian’s Tip
I’m all choked up.

TIn case you’re wondering why my last article was 
entitled “Break, don’t Break”, it’s because there was a 
minor typo getting from me to the newsletter, and it really 
should have been spelled out “Brake, don’t Break”.

 Since your probably tired of hearing me talk about 
brake fluid and brake hoses, I’ll get to the top of the engine 
and talk about carburetor chokes.

 To connect an electric choke you 
need to run a ground wire from the 
thermostatic choke cap, because the 
circuit won’t be complete without 
it.   You’ll need a test meter to make 
sure you do have a 12 volt connection 
controlled by the ignition switch.   Do 
not use a connection with a ballast 
resistor or a coil connection.   The 
choke’s fresh air connection must 
pick up filtered air because it insures 
air circulation and cooling.    This will 
insure correct choke operation and 
avoid having the unit burn out.   Note 
that there are index marks on the round black thermostat 
housing that should match the center index markings on the 
cast choke housing.   There are three screws and a retaining 
lock ring that hold the choke adjustment.   Loosen those 
three screws, without removing them, and you can reset 
the choke adjustment.   It usually only takes one or two 
index marks of adjustment, and if it takes more you could 
be coming into some more serious choke issues.   Turning 
the thermostat housing clockwise will richen the choke 
action. and counter clockwise leans the choke action.   Note 
that the fast idle adjusting screw bears against a stepped 
cam.   When the choke is closed the highest step faces the 
adjusting screw.   With the correct adjustment the engine 
should idle at a speed high enough to keep it from stalling.   
As the choke opens lower steps face the fast idle screw 
reducing the fast idle speed.   When facing the first step of 
the cam, the screw should clear.  

 

On a manual choke the cable needs to be set so the 
choke can fully open and close.   A fast idle adjustment 
screw most times can be found next to the choke arm.   
You do not want to set the fast idle to interfere with the 
idle after the engine has warmed up and the choke is off.   
The choke blade must be able to swing open smoothly 
against the built in spring pressure when you push with 
your finger against the choke blade.   The fast idle screw 
bears against a cam which turns with the choke lever.

 Here are some electric choke 
checks:   Good ground wire.   12 
volt ignition switched supply.   Free 
choke plate motion.   Choke fully 
closed when cold.   Choke fully open 
when engine is at normal operating 
temperature.   Manifold vacuum 
supply to the electric choke housing 
because vacuum helps unload a 
partially open choke.   Full throttle 
unloading so when you step on the 
gas the choke should partially open 
to clear out excess fuel.

To do this article I had to pick out a carburetor, so 
I picked out the common Holley 4010 and 4011 model 
carburetors.   I thought it would be a good choice because 
there are a dozen different LIST versions of the 4010 
square bore and 4011 spread bore carburetors.   If you 
need to know more about your carburetor you can email 
me the LIST numbers found on the air horn.   I will return 
your note with that information as it’s just too much to 
write in this article.
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Club Swap Meet Sponsor.  Several points 
were discussed about Parts Discount, X plans, 
and who to notify at Varsity of purchases.  
Bob G. needs to know of Varsity car 
purchases to maintain a good working 
relationship with them.   PLEASE make an 
effort to attend the Varsity Car Show in May.   
The Club will do something special for our 
members who attend. 
 
Director Jim reports Web site up and running.                                                                                                          
 
Director Larry detailed Stahl Museum tour as 
well as April’s outing will be Motor City 
Solutions with an additional stop by nearby 
“Bill Vicarys” Private Henry Ford Family 
Museum.          
 
Bill Timoszyk spoke of Motor Muster at 
Greenfield Village.  Another member 
announced Eyes on Design will be 1964 
World’s Fair themed featuring 1964 cars.   
 
Guest Speaker Gene Dickinson {retired Ford 
Product Designer as well as former FMRCOA 
circa 2004} was given the microphone.  He 
authored the book- Automotive Climate 
Controls 116 years of Progress gave us an 
outstanding slide show presentation followed 
by answering a few questions.  
 
Show and Tell.  50/50. Dearborn 2014 Flyers 
were available for members to begin passing 
out.  Lastly, another Model /Diecast Car 
Show will be held at our Club’s September 
Meeting.  
 
Adjourned; 9:09PM. 
 
 
 

  MARCH 2014 
FMRCOA MEETING MINTUES 

March 5, 2014 

After Pledge, President Tim opened with talk of 
an upcoming car themed TV show. 
 
We had 2 guests- Gene Dickinson and Kurt 
Johansan of Sturgis owning a 1967 Falcon. 
 
V.P. Hank went through the Swap Meet sign- up 
sheets.                                                                                       
 
Jeff Gniewek presented both designs for 
Dearborn 2014 Public and Worker T-shirts.                                               
 
Next, February club minutes and Treasurer’s 
Report were read and approved.                                                             
 
Director Bob G. addressed the membership 
when using any Club Advertiser please let them 
know you are an active FMRCOA Member. He 
specifically requested this at Varsity Ford our 

 

65 members at the meeting 

 

 

The Board 

 

Continued in next column 
 

Diagnostic 
Laptop

*Based on 2014 Total New Vehicle MTD Sales per Great Lakes Retail All Dealers Report.

#1 in the Nation FIND OUT WHY!*

800-875-FORD 
Ann Arbor

VarsityFord.com

800-240-8730 
Novi/Wixom

VarsityLincoln.com

Save Thousands!

Over 2,000  
vehicles available!

Servicing All Makes & Models at Either 
Varsity Location! 800-837-5682

2015 Truck of the Year!

All-New 2015 
Ford F-150

All-New 2015 Lincoln MKC

02-2015-VL-ad.indd   1 2/6/15   4:37 PM

HAMMER TIME!!!!!!
by

Bill Timoszyk

On April 25th an auction was held in the Romulus MI 
area to sell of a decade’s long collection of cars, parts, and 
automobilia. The majority of the old cars were Ford V-8’s.     
Listed as a 1940 Ford convert, it was actually a 1937 Ford 
convertible.

Unfortunately, the majority of all the metal items 
were extremely rusty. The 37 was missing a lot, including 
the top bows and the floor, sold for $350.oo, the nice 40 
driveline sold for $2000.Prices unknown on the rest of the 
cars.

Amazing what is still out here.
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This month another postcard from the late 1940’s 
early 1950’s series from Greenfield Village.  This 
series was printed on a cardstock that resembles 

The Roving Reporter: 
Hard to believe…..there are no swap meets to 
report on this month!  I did attend one meet 
which was advertised in Cruis’ News, and even 
had a ¼ page display ad.  We arrived and the 
building was vacant.  Several other people 
arrived, including one with a load of parts, but 
obviously it wasn’t going to “happen”.   The next 
day I called the number in the ad and was told 
they cancelled it because of poor vendor 
response.  At least it wasn’t a long drive.   On the 
way home we stopped at Roadside Attractions 
on M-24 south of Lapeer.  This antique shop has 

a linen texture.  These cards were sold in the gift 
shop for ten cents each or three for twenty-five 
cents….at least that is what they were going for 
when I was in elementary school.  The postcard 
shown here is a street scene in the village with 
some of the buildings in the background.  What is 
interesting is that the subject of the card is a 1908 
Buick!  You would have thought they would have 
used a Model “T” ! 
 
 
 

Postcards from the Past 
by 

Lou Ironside 

 

Late 40's early 50's - Greenfield Village  

 

 

 

many car related items along with railroad 
and other interesting stuff.  Needless to say, I 
found a few collectibles there which 
followed me home.  If you are ever in the 
area, it is a worthwhile stop.  Next month 
report on the 44th annual East Side A’s swap 
meet…and hopefully some others.   
 

 

 

Continued in next column 
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CLASSIFIED ADS
for salE

Rod Kurowski  517-467-2404  
66 Corsair Convertible 120 A/T barn find stored for 22 years $2.000.

Jim Milligan  248-494-1893  
91Taurus $3,500 obo  Auto 4-door New Tires 41,000 miles 
Looks new.

Bob Milligan  734-674-8483  
1966 Corvette Conv. 327/350hp Restored $49,000.

Rob Martoia  734-837-1891 
1993 Taurus SHO many new parts needs brake line near booster 
$1,000.

Bill Timoszyk  734-421-2076  
Radios Ford 1937 head, 1939-41. 1946-49, 1952, 1954. 
Mercury 1939, 1940-41, 1946-48, 1950.

Lou Williams   734-522-2548 
1966 Ranchero Deluxe Interior with Buckets seats {fresh upholstery} 
and Console, Factory Air needs repair, 351 Windsor and AOD. Solid 
Southern Truck with tired paint and minor rust spots, Includes spare 
parts, replated bumpers, AC Compressor , ETC. $7,000.

WaNtEd
John Miller 586-756-4279 
wanted used waste oil bring to meeting .

Harry McAuliffe  313-534-2404 36-38 
Lincoln Transmission Shifter.  Will buy shifter or complete Trans if 
necessary.  Also Want a 39-48 Lincoln Transmission.

Classified ads are free to all current FMRCOA members.  
$20 to nonmembers to run an ad.  You can submit e-mail 
ads to Club Secretary up to the 14th of the month to be 

included in the next newsletter.
Send e-mails www.masrtr43@hotmail.com 

please include FMRCOA in subject or risk deletion.

Send want ads to Secretary for publication in 
newsletter via e-mail   www.masrtr43@hotmail.com

               Visit our new Facebook Group Page  

Just search Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America 
to post your photos and comments. Network fellow club 
members and invite your friends to share on Facebook.

Rotunda Times 
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ADVERTISER FAREWELL 
 

We say farewell to Van-Tel auto body 
and owner Alex T. Test.  With the passing 
of Alex, Van-Tel Auto is closing its doors.  
Alex, owner of the business since 1975, 
and his passing will leave the classic car 
hobby a large void. 
 
 

 

 

 

Editor Note: 
 
I couldn't help but notice that this has 
been the 3rd month in a row that the club 
hasn't had any new members.  Hope to 
see some new names soon. 

 

In Memoriam

It is our sad duty to 
announce the passing 
of long time member 
Paul Coleman. Paul was 
a member of the club for 43 years, and will be 
remembered for the many years he devoted 
to the car show. Paul is survived by wife Ann; 
the loving father of Jennifer (Gary) Farwell and 
Jeffery; the dear brother of Alan (Adaline) and 
Charles (Sandy); and the cherished grandfather 
of Abigail and Caroline. 

Paul 
Colman

September 22, 1943
 ~ 

May 12, 2015
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MARCH SHOW AND TELL 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dearborn 2014 
Member Shirts 

Dearborn 2014 
Staff Work shirts 
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  MARCH CLASSIFIEDS 

 
 Sun 400 distributor test machine circa 

1965.  Works well for distributor service 
oil. Use it as garage art. $200. 734-674-
1258. John Borovsky. 

 Generic portable 5000 watt gasoline 
generator. 120/240 volt. Brand new. 
$350.  734-674-1258. John Borovsky. 

 1954 Ford radio. Plays with speaker.  2-
1984 26" 10 speed bicycles. 

 Looking for AMX and Javelin parts and 
cars.  313-820-5241. 

 1/32 scale die cast Fords. 1924-1937 
(except 1928-1930 & 1935).  $6.00 each 
or 2 for $10.00.  Also 2-1955 T-Birds, 1964 
Galaxie Police car and 1969 Mustang 
GT Fastback.  586-759-6058 or 586-872-
3957. Tom Eriksen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the 

meetings.  John Miller. 586-756-4279 
or 313-891-2640. 

 Seat track for '41 Ford 2 door sedan. 
 Looking for '69-'70 Boss 302 engine 

parts.  313-231-9292. Ehren Golicz. 
 1971 – 1973 429 CI Mustang RH 4 LH 

 

 

exhaust manifold.  517-467-2404.  
Rod Kurowski. 

 '68 Ford Galaxie/Mercury full size 390 
fan shroud. c8ae-8146-aa.  734-837-
1871. Rob Martoia. 

 5.0L or 4.6L V8 fuel injection. Must 
have all wiring and computer.  734-
674-8483. Bob Milligan. 

 
 

Continued in next column 
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Continued in next column 

“Your connection for the best connections”
For all your wiring needs including:
Stock Cars • Specialty Cars • Boats

Trailers • Racecars • Street Rods

Joe Caccia  •  Ed Viger

Downriver Motorsports Wiring, LLC

734.288.3475 
20565 Northline Rd. • Taylor, MI 48180
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Wanted

• 1956 Ford convertible, fresh rebuilt 292 cid, 4 barrel white 
w/black top. Excellent condition. Don Olson. 586-752-7919.
• Autorama carpet. 10X20 white shag with border. Nice! 
$150 or best offer. Nick Zakarian. 313-468-3687.
• Heated dry alarmed storage. FMRC members only. $75/month. 
Van Born/Telegraph area. Ray Mickiewicz. 313-278-0221.
• 4 mustang, 4 lug renal wheels. Lug cover locks, black 
center with aluminum rims. 87-93 mustang. $150. Gary L. 
Holmstrom. 313-277-3475.
• 1970 T-bird. 4dr. black w/red interior. Rare-factory moon 
roof. 1 of 3 includes marty report, excellent condition. 
$12,500. Paul Coleman. 313-820-6712.
• Cap-6 ft. short box F100 truck. $50. Jim Milligan. 248-494-1983.
• 4 Gartmaier 18X9 wheels, 4 ½ in. bc with 265/352 R18 nitto 
extreme 2r tires. $400 or best offer. Roger Hodyka. 517-282-4738.
• 1955 Ford 2dr custom. New paint, new brakes & lines, new 
gas tank, new interior, new scuff plates, new mirrors & handles 
& tail lights. Ford-a-matic/223 cid. Very clean southern stored 
car-“driver” asking $14,500. Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.
• New, in boxes, made in the USA white with red & blue 
stripes, wagon wheel style 14”-7” set of 4. $220. Y-block 
oil pump g.c. $20. Car brochures, all brands. 70’s to 2000. 
$1.00 and up. 1955 Ford rear bumper. Needs re-chroming 
and straightening. $60. Model Airplanes-Grumman guardian 
3 line throttle with supertigre .40 engine. $125. Solid wing 
trainer 3 line with tank ready for .35-.40 size engine. $45. 
R/C home build cosmic trainer ready for radio new tank and 
engine. $125. Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.
• ’75 NOS fuel pumps $300 for all. Hal Stambaugh. 419-583-7892.
• 1949 Mercury engine totally rebuilt by John Price. Complete 
engine. $2800. Gene Johnson. 734-261-8334.
• Ford and Mercury ads from 1946 and up. $1.00 each.  Also 
have brand X too.  Ford and Mercury product books and color 
and trim books from 1980 and up. $10.00 each.  Bill Coombe. 
586-293-0662 or email bcgradnmarquis@gmail.com.

• Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the meetings.  John Miller. 
586-756-4279 or 313-891-2640.
• Vintage magazines sports car, road test, feroran car guides, 
etc. Performance era. Greg Sanchez. 313-382-4420.
• NOS mud flaps for VW super beatle ’71 thru ’79, black. 
Paul Coleman. 313-820-6712.
• 1950’s kidillac pedal car unrestored.  Dave Saam. 419-343-6019.
• Any 1965, 1966, 1967 or 1968 Mustang. Must run and 
drive.  Bob Milligan. 734-674-8483.
• Sheet metal for 1932-34 pick up and steering wheel. Roger 
Hodyka. 517-282-4738.
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Van Born/Telegraph area. Ray Mickiewicz. 313-278-0221.
• 4 mustang, 4 lug renal wheels. Lug cover locks, black 
center with aluminum rims. 87-93 mustang. $150. Gary L. 
Holmstrom. 313-277-3475.
• 1970 T-bird. 4dr. black w/red interior. Rare-factory moon 
roof. 1 of 3 includes marty report, excellent condition. 
$12,500. Paul Coleman. 313-820-6712.
• Cap-6 ft. short box F100 truck. $50. Jim Milligan. 248-494-1983.
• 4 Gartmaier 18X9 wheels, 4 ½ in. bc with 265/352 R18 nitto 
extreme 2r tires. $400 or best offer. Roger Hodyka. 517-282-4738.
• 1955 Ford 2dr custom. New paint, new brakes & lines, new 
gas tank, new interior, new scuff plates, new mirrors & handles 
& tail lights. Ford-a-matic/223 cid. Very clean southern stored 
car-“driver” asking $14,500. Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.
• New, in boxes, made in the USA white with red & blue 
stripes, wagon wheel style 14”-7” set of 4. $220. Y-block 
oil pump g.c. $20. Car brochures, all brands. 70’s to 2000. 
$1.00 and up. 1955 Ford rear bumper. Needs re-chroming 
and straightening. $60. Model Airplanes-Grumman guardian 
3 line throttle with supertigre .40 engine. $125. Solid wing 
trainer 3 line with tank ready for .35-.40 size engine. $45. 
R/C home build cosmic trainer ready for radio new tank and 
engine. $125. Hank Dawson. 810-231-3184.
• ’75 NOS fuel pumps $300 for all. Hal Stambaugh. 419-583-7892.
• 1949 Mercury engine totally rebuilt by John Price. Complete 
engine. $2800. Gene Johnson. 734-261-8334.
• Ford and Mercury ads from 1946 and up. $1.00 each.  Also 
have brand X too.  Ford and Mercury product books and color 
and trim books from 1980 and up. $10.00 each.  Bill Coombe. 
586-293-0662 or email bcgradnmarquis@gmail.com.

• Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the meetings.  John Miller. 
586-756-4279 or 313-891-2640.
• Vintage magazines sports car, road test, feroran car guides, 
etc. Performance era. Greg Sanchez. 313-382-4420.
• NOS mud flaps for VW super beatle ’71 thru ’79, black. 
Paul Coleman. 313-820-6712.
• 1950’s kidillac pedal car unrestored.  Dave Saam. 419-343-6019.
• Any 1965, 1966, 1967 or 1968 Mustang. Must run and 
drive.  Bob Milligan. 734-674-8483.
• Sheet metal for 1932-34 pick up and steering wheel. Roger 
Hodyka. 517-282-4738.
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