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For years this car was stored in my aunt’s garage for a friend of hers from 

church.  It had sit there and I admired it every time I went to visit.  I had 

asked her about the car, and the owner, and she said it was a friend’s from 

church, and said he lost his storage and needed a place to keep it for a 

bit.  I thought nothing of this, it is a typical story for an older person to offer 

their garage they are not using (I use my neighbors now).   

 

One summer day, while I was on vacation, my aunt called me and asked 

me if I wanted that car, I immediately said yes, and she went on to tell me, 

it had to be gone by the end of that weekend.  This was impossible for me, 

as I was in Colorado.  I figured she would be bluffing, and much to my 

surprise, when I returned later that week, the car was gone.  She told me 

she paid some tow truck driver $50 to take it.  Again, if you knew my aunt, 

this would not surprise you. 

 

Years go by, and my aunt dies at the ripe old age of 95, and I am helping 

my dad settle her estate which included selling her house to the factory 

behind her house in SW Detroit.  I had met some of the workers there, and 

was especially friendly with the head maintenance man, Chris.  We struck 

up a conversation one day, and he asked me if I still had that 70 ½ Falcon ( 

I have since sold that) and I said yes, I went on to mention that Monterey 
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As some of you know, at the October meeting I 

announced that I was stepping down as editor of the 

Rotunda Times. This decision was difficult as I have 

enjoyed taking on "The Newsletter Challenge". I honestly 

couldn't have done this job for the last 2 years without the 

help of my FANTASTIC supporters.  Lou Ironside, Brian 

Kuta, Bill Timoszyk, Bob Guetschow, Mark Sapienz, Rod 

Kurowski and many others have faithfully sent me 

material for the newsletter every month.  THANK 

YOU....THANK YOU...THANK YOU.  I also want to thank Bill 

Coombe for his HUGE license plate collection.  He 

provided us with show and tell every month for a year.  I 

 

 

should have renamed the column "Bill's Show and 

Tell".  I have agreed to stay on through February to 

help in the transition to whoever is taking my place.  

Keep sending in your ideas, articles, photos, stories.   
 

I would like to wish you and your family a 
safe, happy and healthy holiday season. 

 
Editor, Beth Marschner 

 

http://fmrcoa.org/index.htm
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In This Issue 

  

 

We are now entering into the Holiday Season and on 

behalf of the club I hope that all of you had a very 

Happy Thanksgiving and we wish all of you a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
We are very sorry to announce the cancellation of the 

Holiday Nights event at Greenfield Village 

on December 14th .  Event chairman Bob 

Assenmacher reports that we will have to get started 

earlier next year due to the allocated tickets being 

sold out earlier every year, and there were no tickets 

available. Thanks Bob for your efforts on the event. 
 
The updated by-laws have now been approved by 

the members at the Special election during the 

general meeting on November 6th. Thanks to the 

constitution committee of Tim Pusilo, Curt and Laurel 

Gottlieb, and Jim Shumaker. 
 
We note the passing of member Tom Proudlock 

on November 4th . See the memoriam to him 

elsewhere in this newsletter. Evelyn Rivers also passed 

on November 22nd . Evelyn was the wife of long time 

member Charlie Rivers; and former member Jim 

Ogden also passed away on November 22nd . Jim was 

a member from 1971 to 1985. Jim was born on March 

26, 1914 and he was 4 months short of 100 years old. 

Our condolences go out to the families of the dearly 

departed. 
 
The Officers Installation dinner or what is commonly 

called the Dinner Dance will be held again, at the St. 

Mary's Cultural Hall, on January 25th, 2014. Invitations 

will be sent out about the first of the year. So make 

your plans if you intend to attend. 
 
We have preliminarily set the Swap Meet dates for 

next year's event as July 19th and 20th,2014 at the 

Chelsea Community Fairgrounds. These dates are 

subject to a contract to be signed with the 

Fairgrounds Mgr. Say your prayers to the weather God 

so we don't get killed again by the weather. We are 

going to have to get cracking on the Swap Meet to 

ensure we are fully prepared to take advantage of 

the good weather we are going to have in 2014. We 

will need to crank it up a notch on being prepared 

PRESIDENT'S PAGE 
 

 

and to get our flyers out to the public. We also 

call on you members to step up this next year 

and help with the planning and chairing one of 

our monthly events. The club is only as good as 

the members involvement. 
 
I am giving you all a heads up that we are 

going to have to do some belt tightening this 

next year to offset our deflated Swap Meet 

income this year. The board is looking for ways 

to cut costs of the newsletter, meetings, and 

events. The club subsidizes about $8.50 a month 

for each member to receive a hard copy of the 

newsletter. I ask all of you to let us know that you 

will accept your newsletter electronically in 

order to cut the costs of mailing. Unfortunately a 

dues increase  is on the horizon for next year to 

cover this shortfall.  Many clubs are doing this 

already. 
 
I apologize for the gloomy content of my 

message, but as your President I like to tell it like 

it is.  Your board will take the necessary steps to 

maintain the clubs solvency. 
 
Til next time 

Bob Guetschow, President 
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CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS The Rotunda Times would like to feature your 

old car or truck in an upcoming issue.  We are 

interested in how you came about finding 

your vehicle of choice, and what you have 

done to enhance its beauty, and/or 

mechanical condition.  Simply mail or email us 

your article accompanied with a photo to: 

 

Beth Marschner 

emar916@gmail.com 

ROTUNDA TIMES 

17445 Norborne 

Redford, MI  48240 

248.231.4892 

 

Our monthly club meetings are held at St Mary's Cultural 

Center at 18100 Merriman Rd in Livonia between 6 and 7 

Mile Roads.  This is the beautiful facility where we have 

had the last several dinner dances.  Moreover, it has an 

extremely large parking lot enabling club cars to be easily 

parked together (and the food is great). 
 

Meetings are on the first Wednesday of each month and 

begin at 6:30pm with a snack.  And do bring a friend! 

The Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, 

Inc. newsletter, "The Rotunda Times", its contents, 

Club logo, articles, and artwork are the property of 

the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America.  

No changes, additions, deletions or reproductions 

are permissible without  the written approval of the 

Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, Inc 

and its duly authorized representatives. 

December 6th  Club meeting 
 

 

 

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!! 

Your Board officers and editor take extra effort to 

bring you FREE classifieds and schedule of events 

found within your monthly newsletter.  Take 

advantage of these benefits your membership 

provides.  Post your schedule where you can refer 

to it easily.  Submit your ads at a meeting or mail 

to Beth Marschner, our ad editor.  For more 

information on becoming a member go to 

FMRCOA.org or write to : 
 

FMRCOA Membership Secretary 

P.O. Box 2938 

Dearborn, MI  48123 
 

Dues are $25 before and $30 after December 31st. 
 
Please mail your dues in or pay at a meeting! 

 

 

January 8th  Club meeting 
Please note that this is 1 week later than our 

usual meeting due to the holiday 

 

 

 
December 25th 

 
Merry Christmas 

 
January 1st 

 

Happy New Year 

 

January 25th  Dinner Dance 
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call him. 

Vice President – No new nominees were added 

Secretary –   

  Laurel Gottlieb was nominated and accepted 

  Mark Sapienz was nominated and accepted 

  Doug Osborne was nominated but not present 

  to accept or  decline so Linda was going to call 

  him.  

Treasurer – No new nominees were added 

1 Year Director –  

   Jerry Worful was nominated and accepted 

2 Year Director –  

   Pete Morris was nominated but not present to 

   accept or decline so Linda was going to  

   call him. 

 

Linda closed the nominations.  Please notify Linda 

directly if there are any address changes to 

ensure proper mailing. 

 

Tim took the floor to review the bylaw changes.  

He introduced his bylaws committee which 

consisted of Laurel Gottlieb, Curt Gotlieb and Jim 

Shumaker.  They have been working on this for 

about 1 ½ years.  He shared a little history on how 

the changes were made.  A copy of the 

proposed bylaws were handed out to the 

members in attendance and he went over all 

areas with changes and the members were 

allowed to vote on the changes.  The results will 

be sent out via email. 

 

Bob reminded the members to bring a new 

unwrapped gift for the annual toys for tots drive to 

the next membership meeting on December 4th. 

 

There was no show and tell items, we squeezed in 

the 50/50 raffle and the meeting ended at 

10:00pm. 
 

  NOVEMBER 2013 

FMRCOA MEETING MINTUES 
November 6, 2013 

Meeting started at 7:39pm.  We had a full crowd with 

90 members in attendance.  We all recited the 

pledge. 

 

Guest Mary Bugeia, Joe Bugeia's wife was in 

attendance.  Welcome. 

 

No badges were passed out for new members. 

 

The minutes from October meeting were read and 

approved with one correction.  I failed to mention 

that Larry Wolohon had been nominated and 

accepted the 1 year director nomination. 
 
Stan read the treasurers report.  The report was 

accepted as read with no questions or objections. 
 
Terry reports we have 1 new member bringing our 

new total to 296.  She has about 58 renewals so far.  

She also reminds you to pick up your new 2013 

membership roster. 

 

Jim was a little late getting the website updated as 

he was out of town but it is now updated. 

 

It was reported  that Jeff Martoia, who has been 

handling our club wear can no longer volunteer for 

the job.  If anyone is interested in taking this job over, 

please let the board know. 

 

Linda Dicks took the floor to open it up for the final 

nominations for the 2014 Board.  She introduced her 

committee and proceeded as follows: 

President – Art Cervi was nominated but was not 

present to accept or decline so  Linda was going to 

 
Sorry no photos 

 
"Photographer" was absent 

 

 
 

Continued in next column 
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`  1966 Mercury Monterey Convertible  
Continued from page 1 

that had been stored in the garage, knowing he 

had seen it.  I told him the aforementioned story, 

and he started laughing, and says “that's not what 

happened, she gave me the car”, again I was not 

surprised by this in the least bit.  I told him that she 

always spoke highly of him, and that is she 

wanted him to have the car, he should have had 

the car, but I went on to tell him if he ever wanted 

to sell it, I was interested.  He asked me how 

much?  I said $2000.00, he thought about it for a 

bit and replied, I will sell it to you, but not for 

FEATURED ADVERTISER 
 

This month's featured advertiser is Dennis 

Carpenter Ford Restoration Parts. Dennis has 

been in business since 1970 and is a pioneer 

in the manufacturing of quality reproduction 

parts for all Ford products save Lincoln from 

1932--1996. If your part is damaged or 

missing give Dennis a call and chances are 

he can help you out. 

 

   
 

 

  

$2000.00.  I was thinking, 

here we go, he is going to 

want crazy money, and 

he responds, give me a 

grand and its yours.  I 

agreed, and went to get 

it from his house. 
 

Now, I own the car (or so I think), and am filing for 

a lost title, or replacement title.  I have my friend 

(State Cop) run the numbers, and guess what?  It 

comes up stolen!  Come to find out the nice man 

from church, boosted the car, and stashed it in 

my aunt’s garage, then went on to die, then she 

dies, and I have no title, and am in possession of a 

stolen car that I spend a grand on. 
 
My friend (State Cop) entered a grey zone, and 

found out who the car 

belonged to, and gave 

me the name of her (an 

old lady from Detroit).  I 

explained to her the 

details and she was 

pissed!  Not at me, but at 

the DPD for not dealing with this, as it had 

happened like 10-15 years prior.  She said she 

wanted to see the car, and it actually was hers if 

she wanted it, and there was nothing I could do 

about it.  But after some sweet talking, and 

negotiating I purchased the title from her for $800 

(Talked down from $1000.00).  Effectively, I paid 

for the car twice! 

 

After that headache, I took the car to my house 

and completed most of the body work, and hung 

Continued in next column 6 

some new ¼ panels on the back half, and got it 

ready for paint, 4 years in the making.  I then took 

it to my work, Plymouth Canton Schools and my 

friend Jim O’Connor had some able bodied 

students lay some paint on it, and it turned out 

great.  Then I got a custom leather interior, and 

here we are. 
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RT visits The Pacific Northwest: 

LeMay America's Car Museum 
by 

Bill Timoszyk 
 

This month we tell of our visit to Tacoma, Washington's 

Lemay America's Car Museum. It was opened in 2012, 

built as a joint effort of the late Harold Lemays family, 

The City of Tacoma, and several corporate and 

individual sponsorships. 

 

The photo of the main entrance (and 1st floor) is 

actually the top floor of a 4 story parking structure. 

 

 

 

Pete Nicols Jr. 

Dearborn Heights, MI  48126 

(313) 846-5226 

 

 1964 Ford 

 1963 Ford 

 1954 Ford 

 

Welcome New Members 

 

For sale by original owner 
 

1988 Lincoln Town Car, Signature 

series.  Miles 175,000.  Body and interior in 

good condition as is the motor.  Asking price 

$1,800 or best offer.    

Call Ed Wallon at (248) 651-7849. 

 

 

 You enter there and 

are surrounded by a 

gorgeous varnished 

wood concave shaped 

inner roof. It follows the 

form of the metal 

Continued on page 9 
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This month we have another card from the early days 

of the Henry Ford Museum gift shop.  This card, which is 

of the “linen style” cardstock, was sold in the late 

 

The Roving Reporter: 
 

This year’s swap meet season is over, and it has had its 

ups and downs, but in my personal opinion it has still 

been a good one.  We have seen some meets go up 

in size, and others have gotten smaller…and in a few 

cases disappear completely.  There seemed to be a lot 

of rain on the weekends this year, and those weekends 

always seemed to be the ones with swap meets on 

them!  Not to sound like a “broken record”, but we 

need to support those meets which are important to 

1940’s to mid 1950’s, and possibly even later 

depending on the stock on hand.  The photo is of the 

reconstructed workshop in which Henry built his first 

car.  The original building was at # 58 Bagley Street in 

Detroit behind the place where Henry and Clara lived.  

We all know the story of how Henry had to chop down 

the wall to get his creation out in to the street for its first 

nighttime drive.  When you visit the Greenfield Village 

you can see firsthand the carefully reconstructed 

building with the door back to its original width.  When 

you look inside that shop with its primitive tools and 

workspace it only makes you wonder what he could 

have done with modern tools in a modern workshop 

like most of us have today? 

Postcards from the Past 
by 

Lou Ironside 

Reconstructed Ford Workshop 

 

 

 

us, and do everything we can to keep them 

alive and well.  This of course includes our own 

FMRC swap meet in July.  The move hurt us a 

little, and the rain hurt us a lot, but with strong 

support we can rebound next summer and 

make our meet again one of the best in 

Michigan!  Until then we have some good meets 

in Michigan to attend:  Jackson in January, 

Kalamazoo in February, the East Side A’s meet in 

March, Fowlerville in April, Bearing Burners in May 

and others throughout the summer.  As you 

attend those meets, encourage vendors and 

spectators to visit Chelsea in July for our FMRC 

swap meet.  If each of us does a little….it will 

help us a lot!  Have a nice holiday season, and 

look forward to the beginning of a new year. 

   

Continued in next column 
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  RT visits The Pacific Northwest 
Continued from page 1 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 
Tom Proudlock 

May 19, 1942 – November 4, 2013 
 

We  are sad to announce the passing of 

Tom Proudlock. Tom was a member since 

2008. He was 71 years old. Tom is survived 

by wife Karen, two sons Robert and Ryan 

and five Grandchildren. 
 

 

   

The Hershey, Pennsylvania AACA Fall show is thee 

place to see things you don't see anyplace else. 

This year, parked within sight of my space was this 

1931 Ford " Deluxe " pickup. A joint marketing idea 

between Henry Ford and General Electric, that 

never caught on. Briggs ceased production of the 

bodies at 293. Stainless grab/load bars, with 

stainless rear hinges and hasps patterned after the 

thick metal stainless hardware on the new GE 

"roundtop" refrigerators. 
  
Today, when I occasionally drive down this gravel 

road in Sumpter Township, MI., past a certain 

dilapidated farmhouse, I think of the one I left 

behind for $250 way back when. At the time I 

marveled at someone's ability to custom craft 

such a nice "flower car" for the trade, and too bad 

it was brush painted white. Not the only one that 

got away! 

Submitted by Bill Timoszyk 

outside roof and is quite impressive(This is where 

all publicity photos are taken). Vehicle 

identification and some history is on the signage 

for most cars. Upon exiting the 1st floor on the 

side downward ramps, the aesthetics change to 

a very bland white walls with minimal if any 

signage and history on vehicles, and this carries 

through the rest of the 3 floors. The downward 

walk ramps display many import brands of cars 

and motorcycles(of which there are many) and 

have some historic and creatively constructed 

photo collages as backdrops. 

 

The lower 3 flat floors are quite bland, you would 

have to be a REAL car fan to enjoy it. Unlike 

many museums, I don't remember seeing any 

significant memorabilia; No dealer neon signs, 

Texaco porcelain star signs, etc,. Their web site 

lists a "500 car gallery" and their promotional 

flyers list it at "475 vehicles" . Friend Dan and I 

drove up from Portland OR (100+ miles) figuring it 

would take a whole day to view. After paying 

the admission, we read the sign that states that 

there are 175 cars on display here daily, and the 

remaining cars rotate through. HMMM! I can't 

say it was a total disappointment, but out of 5 

stars, I would give it a 2.5 ,. Don't make a special 

trip just to see it. 
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NOVEMBER SHOW AND TELL 

Bill Coombe shares more of his license plate 

collection and my apologies to the member 

who brought the other item.  I didn't note the 

persons name or what it was.  

             

 

 

Election Results for the  

2013 By-Laws Revision 
  

*Revised BY-Laws                                  Passed 

 *Article VI Section 2                             Passed 

        2 Year elected term 
  
*Proposal 1                                            Passed 

*Proposal 2                                            Passed 

*Proposal 3                                            Passed 

*Proposal 4                                            Passed 

 

Brian's Mini-Tip: The Hornies 
by Brian Kuta 

 

Did you know that most horns are in the key of F 

sharp? Did you ever have your twin horned car 

horns make some nambsy-pansy squeaks when you 

press the horn button? Then you unhook one to find 

out which one is the problem to find one works 

great, so you do the other to find it works great too? 

Sometimes the two of them draw more current than 

the vehicle’s system can provide, one horn at a 

time being alright, but both together being just too 

much. This is not an uncommon problem that can 

sometimes be corrected by adjusting the horns. 

Horns usually have an external adjusting screw that 

can be turned slightly in or out until the horns work 

properly. A small turn, a quarter turn at a time, is all 

that should be necessary, and a horn can be 

damaged by turning the screw in too far. Having 

someone hold the horn button down while you 

make the adjustments to hear the sound change 

seems to work best, and it’s no doubt the best of all 

ways to annoy your neighbors too. 
 

(portion of this article taken  

from the Mustang Monthly) 

 

 

Election Results for the  

2014 Board of Directors 
(Announced at the December 4th membership meeting) 

  

President  Tim Pusilo 

Vice President  Hank Dawson 

Secretary  Mark Sapienz 

Treasurer  Stan Miller 

1 Year Director  Jim Crawford 

1 Year Director  Larry Wolohon 

2 Year Director  Bob Guetschow 

 

•  295 Ballots Sent Out  •  214 Ballots Voted 

•  2 Ballots undeliverable 

• 1 Ballot returned late 

 

 

Congratulations everyone! 
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NOVEMBER CLASSIFIEDS 

FOR SALE 
 
 Victor Jr. intake for SBF (8.2” deck hgt. for 302 

engine).  Like new and never cut.   $160.00.   

Call (734) 753-3788 or email 
mbhouse@charter.net for Brian Kuta. 

 Parting '59 Ranch wagon 2 door stick/ '68 

Galaxie, '86 Mustang GT stick and '84 Capri RS 

stick body. 248-760-3043. Mike Vanconant. 

 1978 Pick up Ford F-100, 6 cyl., '66 trans, both 

rebuilt. Best offer around $2,900. 248-494-1983.  

Jim Milligan. 

 Parting '83 F250 4X4, '83 Bronco, '88-'96 Chev 

stepside bed 6 ½ ft. $400.  586-615-4403.  

David Brockette. 

 Dual exhaust new 1949-1951 Mercury, $100. 

'40 Ford f/h motor stuck $75. 313-561-1251. 

Don Steinhagen. 

 2003 Cobra Corvette. 12K on clock. Silver 10th 

anniversary package. Excellent shape. 

$25,000. 248-344-4063-Jerry Ostalecki. 

 1948, 1947, 1949, 1950 Ford & Mercury radios. 

734-421-2076. Bill Timoszyk. 
 
WANTED 
 
 Used oil (waste oil). Bring to the meetings.  

John Miller. 586-756-4279 or 313-891-2640. 

 1965 to 1993 Mustang V8. Must be rust free.   

734-674-8483. Bob Milligan. 

 Looking for AMC 390 or 401 V8 engine speed 

parts for V8 AMC. 313-820-5247. Russ Roberts. 

 Looking for '69-'70 Mustang or Cougar project 

car.  Rust free. 313-919-3658. Fred Bertini. 

 Engine machining and assembly. Reasonable 

rates. 313-231-9292. Ehren Golicz. 

 Pinto parts , '32-'34 truck parts (Ford), western 

plow. 517-282-4738. Roger Hodyka. 
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