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Look out Mike! Looks like Rox’s found 
someone new.Continued on page 5.

owned by 
 Bob Witt

Continued on page 5.

Garage Crawl to Ed’s Place
by

Roxanne Fontana

The “classic” Ranchero rear!

Club Members wander through Ed’s fantastic collection!

The Rotunda Times

“My 1974 Ranchero was in outstanding condition 
when I purchased it,” remarked Bob Witt as we 

chatted at the K of C prior to a Club Meeting. “It was brand 
new!” Bob continued. Indeed, the Ranchero was Bob’s first 
car and he still nostalgically remembers shopping for it with 
his father and purchasing it at Southgate Ford on March 13, 
1974.

“I wanted a truck with style and power that could also haul 
my motorcycles,” Bob said.   However, he soon learned that its 
functionality was also a liability.  “People would ask to borrow 
it to move things, thinking it was a normal pickup.  It would 
always come back with a new scratch or ding in the fender 
which, of course, no one would admit to,” lamented Bob.  

The bright, sunny day was perfect for the March 28 
FMRCOA Garage Crawl and Charter Club Member, Ed 

Muerer, was our gracious host for the day. A good guess would 
put the crowd at about 85 members and guests as Ed opened 
the doors. For the next few hours, there was polished chrome, 
shining paint, and nothing but smiles as the crowd explored 
Ed’s personal collection of antique cars and memorabilia. 

Ed’s love affair with automobiles began when he was a teenager 
growing up in California when the really “hot” car to have was 
a Ford.  As a teenager, Ed’s family moved to Michigan and he 
continued to develop his passion while hanging out at Pete’s 
Garage on Fenkel 
and Telegraph. 
The teenaged 
Ed’s first car, a 
1939 Ford, didn’t 
survive through the 
years,;but his second 
car, a 1933 Ford 
Roadster complete 
with wind wings, 
fog lights and a 

The Rotunda Times Wins OCW 2008 Golden Quill Award! 
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We were recently informed that The Rotunda Times won a 
2008 Golden Quill Award from Old Cars Weekly (see the 
April 9, 2009 issue). We are delighted to have received this 
award, and I’d like to thank all of the Club members who 
provided materials over the past year! It’s really great to work 
with you guys! 
This month we thank Bob Witt for the Feature Vehicle 
material; and to our team of Staff Contributors for providing 
articles for this newsletter.
In addition, we thank Cole Grandy for his book review and 
Bill Gipperich for the article entitled “How to Publish Your 
Book the Easy Way.” Both articles are on page 8: perhaps we 
are becoming a literary magazine!
We also welcome our new advertiser Michigan Sandblasting 
and welcome back advertiser Dynamic Metal Finishing.
This month we have changed the format of the newsletter a 
bit. The advertisements on the last page were confusing the 
post office so we moved them inside, and now use the back 

color page for newsletter materials.
And please do keep those materials/leads coming.  
We are still running low on Feature Vehicles. And 
with a larger newsletter, we do need more material! 
Just give me a call (734.717.5444), email me, or put 
something in the mailbox. Typically, it really doesn’t 
take more than a 10-15 minute conversation to get 
great “stuff” for an article.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Art Cervi, President

A Note from the Treasurer

This month was a typical one. Like most of you, the 
Club filed its paperwork with the IRS! 

Also, please volunteer to help with our Swap Meet & 
Car Show--our major source of income!

Steve Rohde, Treasurer

Bill Calven (Bobbie)
80041 Omo Rd.
Armada, MI  48005
586-784-8464
bcalven@ejourney.com

Jim Martin
40187 Gilbert
Plymouth, MI  48170
734-454-0922
 1967 Ford Mustang Conv
 1967 Ford Fairlane

Thomas Eriksen (Marge)
8339 Busko Cr.
Warren, MI  48093
586-759-6058

Gerald Turnbow (Josephine)
1290 8 Street
Wyandotte, MI  48129
 1931 Ford 2dr

Michael Siggia
14640 Merriman
Livonia, MI  48154
734-421-2299
michaelsiggia@yahoo.com
 1967 Ford Galaxie XL 

Richard Porteous
9911 Blackburn
Livonia, MI  48150
313-720-4485
rgporteous@hotmail.com
 1968 Ford Mustang        
Drag Car

It’s time for the spring dust-off!  Grab the cleaners, change 
the oil, and make sure you check those brakes!  Top off the 

gas tank and roll on out to the St. Mary’s Cultural Center in 
Livonia.  It’s between 6 and 7 Mile Roads on the east side of 
Merriman.  Many of you should remember that it’s the same 
place as our dinner dance in January.

We will NOT be at our regular place (K of C) for the May 
meeting.  Instead we will gather at the St. Mary Cultural 
Center.  We will have a regular meeting and food will also 
be served. That’s May 6th.  If you’re bringing your vehicle 
plan to arrive around 6:00 p.m.  The meeting will start at 
7:30.  Here’s hoping we have a great turnout.

Thank you Mike Fontana and Don Olson for those great 
garage tours.  We can’t thank you enough for your going the 
extra mile to make our tours a success.

I’d also like to congratulate our newsletter editor, Steve Rohde, 
and his team for  receiving their second Golden Quill Award 
from Old Cars Weekly for The Rotunda Times!

Please make sure you get signed up for the Club Swap Meet in 
July.  Time is going by so fast it will be here before you know 
it!  There can never be too many workers but there can be too 
few.   Just ask any past worker who’s had to pull a double shift.  
If you sign up make sure you show up.  Remember, our club 
runs all year long on the success of our meet.  We need every 
dime just to meet our expenses, which seem to creep upward 
each year, so let’s all do out part.  As other clubs are falling by 
the wayside, we do have a strong foundation.  Let’s keep it 
going!

Dave Wallace (Judy)
17129 Bert
Allen Park, MI  48101
313-928-2095
 1932 Ford 2dr
 1948 Mercury Coupe
 1950 Mercury Coupe

Kim Stichler (Debra)
9310 Mortonview
Taylor, MI  48180
313-295-2242
 1957 Ford Skyliner        
 Convertible
 1957 Ford Del Rio   
 Wagon
 1957 Ford Fairlane 4dr.

Raymond Tuck
7437 Redbird Dr.
Ypsilanti, MI  48197
734-483-4381
tuck3@att.net
 1964 Mercury Meteor

mailto:bcalven@ejourney.com
mailto:michaelsiggia@yahoo.com
mailto:rgporteous@hotmail.com
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Hi, I’m Dave Wallace and my 
wife is Judy. I was born in 

1947 in Detroit and married Judy 
in 1967. I’m retired and enjoying it! 
My first car was a 1952 Ford. 
I started collecting cars in 1962 
with a 33 Plymouth. 
I have no other hobbies and work 
on my own cars. 

I joined the Club because I was a member a long time ago!  

I’m Rick Porteous and I’m single. 
I was born on Sept 15,1951. I 

recently retired from Ford Motor. 

My first car was a 1965 Mustang 
Convertible. 

I started collecting model cars 
when I was a kid.

 In 1968 I bought my first collector 
car: a Stark Hickey ‘68 mustang drag car that I still race. My 
other hobbies are art, piano, music, baseball and pool. 

Is there any other car, but a Ford? I do work on my own cars 
and others. 

I joined the FMRCOA because Jerry Worful forced me into it. 

I’m Michael Siggia and am single. 
I was born on October 10, 1947 

and am a retired police officer.

My First car was a 1952 Ford 
I have no other hobbies than my 
“67” Ford Galaxie and my Impala. 
So, therefore, my other car would 
be a 1963 Chevy Impala with a 
409 engine. I do my own work on 

the cars. 

I joined the Club at the suggestion of Bob Milligan 

The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old 
car or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested 

in how you came about finding your vehicle of choice, 
and what you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or 
mechanical condition. Simply mail or e-mail us your article 
accompanied with a photo to:

PHIL LYON
pjlyon39@att.net
ROTUNDA TIMES

2002 Hopkins Drive
Wixom, MI. 48393

734.578.6223
or

STEVE ROHDE
steve@quantumsignal.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
2955 Bateson Ct.

Ann Arbor, MI. 48105
734.717.5444

YOUR CAR!
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Club Meetings

The FMRC meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Knights of Columbus Patrick O’Kelley Hall in Dearborn 

(313.278.5600).  Refreshments are served after the meeting!

Come and bring a friend! 

Meet the New Members
by 

Terry Worful

The Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America, Inc. 
newsletter, “The Rotunda Times”, its contents, Club logo, 
articles, and artwork are the property of the Ford and 
Mercury Restorers Club of America. No changes, additions, 
deletions or reproductions are permissible without the 
written approval of the Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of 
America, Inc and its duly authorized representatives.

Dave Wallace

Rick Porteous

Michael Siggia
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Feature Vehicle  cont. from page 1 

GaraGe crawl  cont. from page 1

It was a great day of camaraderie & cars!

Finally Bob stopped loaning out the truck and had all the 
imperfections repaired and had the truck repainted with the 
dark green metallic Ford paint.  He also had a dual exhaust 
system added to the vehicle which has helped increase the 
horsepower.

The truck has been to Colorado and back several times when 
Bob moved there and back home. He has vivid “…memories 
of driving it through the Rockies with golden Aspen trees 
blazing in the sun.”  

More recently, Bob has driven his Ranchero at several 
Woodward Dream Cruises. He has also taken it to car shows at 
work, where it drew admiring crowds at the Walter P. Chrysler 
Museum. The Ranchero was pictured in the Crusin News.

Bob, who retired from Chrysler last June after 23 years in their 
IT department, concludes: “This truck is a member of my 
family, and holds fond memories. My nephew is turning 13 
this year and knows that some day soon he may get to drive his 
uncle’s truck - as long as he doesn’t put any scratches on it...” 

greyhound is still with him. She sits in the gleaming warehouse 
overlooking the others that followed in her tire tracks – and 
there were many others to follow -- for Ed found that cars 
were like potato chips, he couldn’t have just one. 

Ed finds his items in magazines, by word of mouth, and club 
newsletters (proof it pays to advertise in your newsletter!) and 
the collection includes something that will appeal to just about 
anyone. There are too many to list, but there were convertibles, 
sedans, panel deliveries, a woody, continental kits, customs 
and originals on display. There were Fords, Chevys, Packards, 
Cadillacs, and more. A 1954 Custom Chevy had one guest 
drooling over her, while nearby sat a Cadillac with a stainless 
steel roof. There was a 1961 Thunderbird, a 1973 Mustang, a 
1920’s something Nash sitting on the side, and he may have 
every 1936 Ford model ever made! Yes, that was a Studebaker 
along with the 1949 Ford and a 1941 Ford convertible. 
This was a place to bring your camera with plenty of photo 
opportunities for everyone.  

Step to the other room and there was more. Back in the corner 
sat a beautiful Auburn Cord near one of the prettiest 1934 
Packards around. Her design and chrome shined like fine 
jewelry. Bill Bella felt a special connection to the 1935 Packard 
Convertible Limo. Bill said it had something to do with his 
parents getting together just before he was born.  

Ed’s collecting bug didn’t stop with cars. Surrounding the 

warehouse is an assortment of gas pumps, cardboard cutouts, 
mannequins, and neon and metal signs to add to the mood. 
There were a couple of antique travel trailers that seemed to 
draw a lot of attention too. Jerry Worful was very interested in 
the residents of the 1937 Pierce Arrow and, I think, Terry was 
out looking for him. 

Head upstairs and there was a loft filled with more to 
explore. Ed has books, luggage, furniture, mannequins, and 
odds and ends of antique collecting. You could spend hours 
poking through everything and not be bored. I will confess it 
bothered me to find items my mother used, or that I’m still 
using, considered as “antiques!” 

It was a good day after a long winter for everyone to get out 
with other club members. The pizza was delivered and food was 
the only thing that would stop the crowd.  Our members took 
the opportunity to share our club experience with others and 
we’ll soon be reading about new members in the newsletter. 
Thank you, Ed, for opening your doors for a fun day. It’s hard 
to think what else you could add to your collection, except 
maybe a cute little Nash Metropolitan. No, mine’s not for sale!  
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2009 FMRC Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings and events for 
2009.  New information will be posted each month 

as events and dates are “firmed” up. Bold font represents 
club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for a 
Club event, please let a Board Member know!

April  26 Stonegate Farm Tour
May 2 ACS Dearborn Relay for Life
May 6 Club Meeting
May 16 Varsity Ford Car Show
May 16 American Speed Open House
May 25 Memorial Day Parade
June 3 Club Meeting
June 7 Wilson Barn Show
June 14 Crosspointe Car Show
June 20-21 Motor Muster
June 27 Downriver Cruise
July 1 Club Meeting
July 11 Michigan Avenue Cruise
July 18-19 FMRCOA Swap Meet and Car 

Show
July Club Picnic TBA
July 25 Telegraph Cruise
August 5 Club Meeting
August Dearborn Homecoming TBA
August 15 Woodward Dream Cruise
Sept. Overnighter TBA
Sept. 2 Club Meeting
Sept. 11-13 Frankenmuth Auto Fest
Oct. 7 Club Meeting
Oct. Color Tour - TBA
Nov. 4 Club Meeting
Dec. 2 Club Meeting
Dec. 8 Christmas Walk-Greenfield 

Village  

Stonegate Farm Tour Directions

 
DEARBORN  ‘09

July 18 & 19 – Rain or Shine - $5/day
Swap Meet, Car Corral, & 
Free* Car Show (Sunday)
All makes of cars & parts! 

Belleville, MI: Wayne County Fairgrounds, I94 Exit 190 
For more info: Call Bob at 248-328-9113 

or Terry at 313-271-2017

Ford & Mercury Restorers Club of America 
(www.fmrcoa.org)

FORD & MERCURY
RESTORERS CLUB
OF AMERICA ®

* With paid admission. 



Laurel Gottlieb is again coordinating 
the work roster for the Car Show 

& Swap Meet this year. All members 
are urged to participate as this is the 
FMRCOA’s major annual fundraising 

event. Please call her at 734-525-8445 or email her at 
lcgottlieb@sbcglobal.net to sign up.

Volunteers Needed for the 
2009 Car Show & Swap Meet

On Sunday,  April 26, we will have a garage tour to Stonegate 
Farm, and then to Gordon Riewe’s car collection. 

Both of these places are located in Lapeer, MI (48446) with 
Stonegate being at 2681 Hadley Rd., and Gordon’s place at 
2287 Millville Road. We plan to be at Stonegate at 12:30 PM, 
and head to Gordy’s at about 2:30 PM. 
To get to Stonegate:
From the west take I-69 exit 149 (Elba Rd), and go south 
till dead end at Lippincott (1/2 mile).   Turn East.   Take 
Lippincott (E) for 1.1 mile to Hadley Rd.  Turn South (right).  
Take Hadley Rd. South 1.8 miles to Stonegate on East side of 
the road.
From the north or east go north on M24 (Lapeer Road) 
through Lake Orion and Oxford to Pratt Road. Then go left 
(west) on Pratt to town of Hadley, then right or north about 
1 1/2 miles to Stonegate Farm.
Don Olson will pass out maps at Stonegate giving directions 
to get to Gordy’s. If you have any questions or if you signed 
up for the tour but cannot make it, please contact him at 586-
752-7919 or at olsonfordguy@comcast.net. There are others 
on a waiting list for this tour!

mailto:lcgottlieb@sbcgloval.net
mailto:olsonfordguy@comcast.net
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Cruisin’ Michigan on July 11

American Speed Open House May 16

April 2009
 FMRCOA Meeting Minutes 

April 1, 2009

126  Club Members & guests attended the meeting!

Art started the meeting by stating the Club’s purpose at 
7:30 sharp. Guests at the meeting were as follows: Joe 

Turnbow who has a 31 Model A Ford; and Rick Porteus, who 
has a racecar which was partially sponsored by Stark Hickey 
Ford.  Bill Bella’s guests were Beverly and Jerry Schmidt. Bob 
G. passed out a few more nametags and offered key chains to a 
few new members. Accepting certificates of appreciation were 

Art Cervi, Doug Osborn, Bob Haas, Greg Petrovich, Laurel 
Gottlieb, Steve Rohde, and Roxanne Fontana (accepted by 
Mike). 

The March minutes were approved and the Treasurer’s report 
was presented by Steve. Art officially announced the dates for 
the annual swap meet, and encouraged all of us to sign on 
for our duty assignment with Laurel. Parts supplier Dennis 
Carpenter will have spaces at the swap meet this year. The 
advertisements include Old Cars Weekly, Cars and Parts, 
Crusin’ News, Hemmings, Cruising Michigan.com, and the 
Bellville paper. There were several suggestions from the floor 
about free advertising. Any more suggestion to foster interest 
in our meet should be given to Steve. There were 126 members 
and guests at the meeting this month. 

Terry talked about the car show. She needs donations for the 
can raffle, and judges for the show. The feature car for this year 
is the ‘69 Mustang. 

Mike Fontana received accolades for setting up such a nice 
tour to see Ed Meurer’s great collection of cars, Thanks  Mike 
and Ed! 

Mike also told  us that meet shirts are now on sale for ten 
bucks to Members and sold some at the meeting. They are 
very neat!

Don Olson set up the Stonegate Farm tour which is sold out 
at a maximum of fifty. The Carnival of Cars has been cancelled 
for good. 

Jim Crawford reported that we have renewed our domain 
name for the next ten years. 

Remember the change of venue for our next meeting will be 
St. Mary’s Cultural Center in Livonia. Dust off your favorite 
ride, come early and enjoy the show! 

Phil is setting up the Crosspointe Cruise In his church again. 
This will be the sixth one with a free car show and free food 
on  June 14th

Member Al Orloff is handling the Dearborn Parade again 
this year. The Show and tell was again ably handled by Bill 
Timoszyk. 

After the fifty fifty raffle, we adjourned for the chuck wagon.

                                                        Phil Lyon, Secretary   

The Second Annual Cruisin’ Michigan Avenue car 
cruise will take place on July 11th. The event will run 
from Wayne to Dearborn, and will have many sponsors/
activities along the way. Club Member Don Nicholson, 
who coordinates the cruise, indicated that over 10,000 
classic cars and hot rods are already planning on making 
this year’s event. For more information, please see http://
www.cruisinmichigan.com/.

American Speed (www.americanspeedcompany.com) 
will hold their annual open house on Saturday, May 
16th from 9am – 2pm. The event will include shop tours 
of their shop and their builder’s shop down the street 
(featured in Hot Rod magazine June 2009). There will 
also be food and a car show outside open to anyone who 
likes/has cars! 
American Speed is located at 45355 Helm Street, Suite B 
in Plymouth, MI 48170.
Although a RSVP is not required, they’d appreciate one 
by May 10 at 734.451.1141 or   
rsvp@americanspeedcompany.com.

http://www.cruisinmichigan.com/
http://www.cruisinmichigan.com/
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Cover of book.

Cover of Bill’s book: “Building a Hot 
Rod.”

editor cont. from page 2

How to Publish Your Book the Easy Way
by

Bill Gipperich

Book Review:  32 Ford Deuce
by

Cole Grandy

Are you like so many of us who take pictures on vacation, 
on holidays, family celebrations, car shows and museums; 

and then put them in a drawer (if you get them printed) or in 
some file folder on your computer?
Well there is a very cool and easy way to put them in a format 
that you will want to look at frequently and even share with 
friends and family. I’m talking about a book suitable for your 
coffee table or desktop. They make great presents as well. At last 
month’s meeting I presented my example of just such a book 
during Show and Tell. I did it at home on my computer with 
software I easily and quickly downloaded from the internet. 
During the build up 
of my car I decided to 
document my work with 
pictures as is common 
in our hobby. I started 
to print some on my 
home printer and put 
them in an album as well 
as storing them in my 
computer. After my car 
was on the road, a friend 
showed me what he had 
done with pictures taken on their vacation in Italy. They had 
made this wonderful book, about twenty pages long with the 
look of a professional publication. That’s when I got the idea 
to do my book. They told me they had gone to www.blurb.
com.
Once you’re on Blub’s website, explore some of the styles 
shown under examples. It will give you ideas on how to make 
your book better. You can also preview several books made 
by others and get more ideas. When you’re ready to start, 
choose the heading learn more and download the booksmart 
software. Once you have the software on your computer, you 
choose the book’s format. I went with the standard landscape 
10”x8,” with hard cover and dust jacket. Each time you make 
a selection, the software takes you to the next step where you 
will be shown examples to pick from. Even after you’ve made 
a selection you can still change it if you don’t like it. You can 
select everything from the font to the page layout -- the choices 
are almost endless. 
I’m thinking about a 2nd edition of my book with more 
pictures, and perhaps a table on contents. 
I hope this will help you to get started on your book. It could 
be a great way to utilize old photos you just don’t get around 
to looking at anymore!

This book, written by Tony Thacker and published by 
MotorBooks in 2007, is essentially two books in one: 

the first being an updated copy of a book Thacker wrote for 
the Deuce’s 50th anniversary to which he added information 
found by further researching the Ford archives in the US, 
Europe, and Australia. This part of the book looks at the 
32 from the perspective of what it took from conception to 
worldwide production of the Model 18 (V8) and Model B (4 cyl).

Starting with Ford’s first experiments with different engine 
configurations such as air cooled engines with no oil or 
water pumps and even the X8, which had 4-2 cylinders off 
a common crank in a radial design; the book details Henry’s 
decision in late 31 to produce the world’s first one piece V-8 
engine block. It covers the building of the River Rouge Plant, 
to the last Model B standard 2 door made in September 1935 
in Dagenham, England.

The second book is the 75 most significant 32 Ford Hot 
Rods. These were Chosen by a panel of hot rodding legends 
brought together by the Ford Motor Company for the 75th 
anniversary of the Deuce that was held at the Grand National 
Roadster show at Pomona, California in January 2007. There 
are at least 1-6 pages for each of these 75 cars including 
previously unpublished photos from private collections, and 
magazine articles from the time the cars were first featured 

through to the way they are today 
(if known).

It is an excellent reference book 
for the historian/restorer and the 
hot rodder that would like to 
know where rodding began, and 
the trends of the last 60 years. So, 
if you view the price as  two 25 
dollar books (the history of the 32 
Ford and the 75 significant hot 
rods) it doesn’t seem so pricey! I 

highly recommend it and it can be found at www.motorbooks.
com or by calling 800-826-6600, or at your larger bookstores.

Consider the 15th of the month as a deadline for getting 
announcements or other materials to me for that month’s newsletter. 

Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org where 
you can read these newsletters in color and see more event 
pictures, and now videos. 

Steve Rohde, Editor

http://www.blurb.com
http://www.blurb.com
http://www.motorbooks.com
http://www.motorbooks.com
http://www.fmrcoa.org
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CZ Safety Series:
Safe Welding In The Workplace – Part 2*

*Editorial content courtesy of Miller Electric Mfg. Co.  More infor-
mation can be found at: http://www.millerwelds.com/education/ar-
ticles/articles29.html .

This month we are going to continue our safety series 
focusing again on safe welding and grounding, in 

particular. 
Because water conducts electricity very well, avoid wet working 
conditions (even body perspiration can lower the body’s 
resistance to electrical shock). Insulate yourself from work and 
ground by standing on a dry rubber mat or a dry plywood 
sheet big enough to cover the full area of your contact with 
the work or ground. Be cautious, as both rubber and wood can 
ignite. If you can find a dry, non-flammable insulated material 
to stand on (put between you and ground), use it. 
Operators must routinely inspect for effective ground 
connections. Connect the workpiece to a proper earth ground. 
Connect the frames of all electrically powered machines to a 
properly grounded disconnect switch, receptacle or other 
appropriate ground. Always double-check the installation and 
verify proper grounding. Never use chains, wire ropes, cranes, 
hoists and elevators as grounding connectors.
When arc welding equipment is properly grounded according 
to the National Electrical Code, and to ANSI Z49.1 “Safety 
in Welding and Cutting” standards, a voltage may safely exist 
between the electrode and any conducting object. Examples 
of conducting objects include buildings, power tools, work 
benches, welding power source cases and workpieces. Never 
touch the electrode and any metal object unless the welding 
power source is off. 
Some additional safety precautions include:
•	Keep cords dry, free of oil and grease, and protected from 
hot metal and sparks.
•	 Frequently inspect input power cord for damage or bare 
wiring −replace cord immediately if damaged − bare wiring 
can kill.
•	Turn off all equipment when not in use.
•	Do not use worn, damaged, undersized, or poorly spliced 
cables.
•	Do not drape cables over your body.
•	Use only well-maintained equipment. Repair or replace 
damaged parts at once. Maintain unit according to manual.
•	Wear a safety harness if working above floor level.

The FMRCOA Roving Reporter Visits        
Dennis Carpenter

One of the “must do” things on any visit to North 
Carolina for the AutoFair (see page 12) is visit the shops 

and museum of  Dennis Carpenter.  Although located only 
1½ miles from the swap meet, the local police directed all 
traffic in the opposite direction upon leaving the AutoFair.  
But, with the help of a Garmin, we arrived that short distance 
in only 45 minutes!  

One of the highlights of such a visit is the opportunity to 
purchase many items which are seconds or overstocked at 
greatly reduced prices.  There were also neatly organized boxes 
of NOS parts available. Our group managed to fill any un-
occupied space with a few more items.  

There is also the showroom for ordering new reproductions, and 
the museum. The museum houses Dennis’ personal collection 
of cars, showroom items, and Cushman scooters.  If you ever 
get to the AutoFair, be sure to visit the Carpenter open house….
it is well worth the time! (See page 16 for photo.)

http://www.millerwelds.com/education/articles/articles29.html
http://www.millerwelds.com/education/articles/articles29.html
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Collection of 1/24 scale1946 
Ford cars (above). Cover of 
Edsel book that was pub-
lished in 2002 (r).

April Show & Tell:
A Real Bonanza

by
Bill Timoszyk

Hubcaps (l), and ‘37 Ford invoice dated 4/5/37 (r). Note the  “out 
the door” cost of $558.32!

Hank’s collection of model airplanes.

Modet T cowl & tail lamps (left).

Assortment of Ford collectibles.

This month we had a real bonanza of goodies!

Cole Grandy brought in some examples of aftermarket 
Model A Ford hubcaps. These did not say Ford on them but 
“Fool” in script or just the “F. Producers” so that a royalty did 
not have to be paid to Ford Motor Company.

John Miller brought in an original invoice for a 37 Ford two 
door. The optional electric clock was $6.00!

Tom Milehouse had a 
nice collection of Ford 
collectibles e.g., Rouge 
Employee Badges, Ford 
Service Pins,  and a Mobil 
Oil License Plate topper.

Original 1/24 scale model 
1946 Ford sedans from 
the old Ford Design 
Studios were brought in 

by Mike Malesky.  These were probably used for color tests.

Phil Lyon displayed an original Ford 
Transmission Repair Manual from 
the flathead era; and Larry Wolohan 
a hardbound book entitled “Disaster 
in Dearborn” about the Edsel car.

Hank Dawson showed his gas powered model airplane 
collection and a Rocket Motor.

Paul Coleman showed us a pair of 1957 Ford “3-D” Glasses, 
for looking at that special 57 Ford promotional piece. He also 
brought in his own souvenir scrap book from the Ford 75th 
birthday Party in 1978. Paul entered his 1935 Ford in that 
event and saved all the items and photos associated with his 
participation.

I brought in some early Model T Ford cowl & tail lamps. These 
were used until 1919 when electric lights were introduced.

We look forward to next month’s goodies!

Items from Paul Coleman’s 
“scrapbook.”Right: The cover 
of the June 16, 1978 program 
commemorating Ford’s 75th  
Anniversary Celebration, and 
signed by William Clay Ford. Of the 
76 cars that were invited, about 
19 or 25% belonged to FMRCOA 
Members! 
Below: A younger Paul Coleman 
with his beautiful 1935 Ford Deluxe 
Coup named “Old Betsy.”  Ford Motor 
officials at the event chose his coup 
as the “Car of the Year for 1935.”
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Brian’s Tip: Pointers on Fuel Lines
by

 Brian Kuta

Sodium Silicate for Automotive Repairs
by

Bill Gipperich

Stock 5/16” fuel lines have a very modest flow capacity for 
stock engines. They can be replaced with 3/8” lines, or you 

can better than double the flow with 1/2” line. Fuel line comes 
in steel or aluminum (usually in 25’ rolls). However, there 
are a few things to know before embarking on this change/
replacement.

Fittings seal at a cone shaped contact area, one driven against 
the other by tightening the threads. It is the cones or flares and 
not the threads that form the actual seal. 

SAE fittings commonly used in normal service have 45 degree 
flares. AN fittings used for aircraft or racing use a 37 degree 
flare, and there are also metric fittings with 42 degree flares. 
Do not mix and match, as they will not seal! If for some 
unexplainable reason you must mix these, use Loctite Teflon 
Sealer. 

I strongly suggest not ever using Teflon tape because  if it 
protrudes into the opening and will  flake off and get into 
the your fuel system causing issues that you do not want to 
deal with. 

Teflon tape   can stretch the nut that joins the coupling, 
resulting in unwanted  issues  such as interference with cone 
seating. Teflon also has very good lubricating qualities so when 
you hear someone say “this is going in easy, I’m going to crank 
on it a little bit more,” don’t be surprised to hear a snap, and 
find the aluminum boss cracked. You then have to buy a new 
pump or regulator!

After a recent Club Meeting I overhead a couple of members 
talking about coolant leaks and fixes. It sounded like one 

member was trying to describe sodium silicate, the common 
name for a compound sodium metasilicate, Na2SiO3;  but 
couldn’t remember that name or it’s more common names of 
water glass or liquid glass. Funny -- because I couldn’t either 
but I knew what he was talking about as another member had 
told me about it over a year ago. 

I thought more of you might want to know about it if you’re 
one of the uninformed as I was. It is supposed to be well suited 
to prevent head bolt leaks on flathead engines. Perhaps we can 
have a discussion at a future meeting if there is interest.

Sodium silicate can be used to seal leaks at the head gasket. A 
common use is when an alloy cylinder head motor is left sitting 
for extended periods or the coolant is not changed at proper 

intervals. In such cases electrolysis can “eat out” sections of the 
head causing the gasket to fail.

Rather than pull the head, a jar of “liquid glass” is poured 
into the radiator and allowed to circulate. The water glass is 
injected via the radiator water into the hotspot at the motor. 
This technique works because at 210–220 °F the sodium 
silicate loses water molecules to form a very powerful sealant 
that will not re-melt below 1500 °F.

A sodium silicate repair of a leaking head gasket can hold 
for up to two years and even longer in some cases. The effect 
will be almost instant, and steam from the radiator water will 
stop coming out the exhaust within minutes of application. 
This repair only works with water to cylinder or water to 
air applications and where the sodium silicate reaches the 
“conversion” temperature of 210–220 °F.

The technique I was told was to mix a quart (approximate) of 
water glass into 2 gallons of fresh clean water to add to your 
cooling system. Completely flush the system with clean water 
first. Fill with the mixture and run the engine to operating 
temp and then drain the coolant and save. Allow block to cool 
and dry 24 to 48 hrs and repeat this process a couple more 
times. You still should use a thread sealant on the head bolts/
studs such as permatex.

You may purchase it on 
line at this web address:

 http://www.
chemistrystore.com/
C h e m i c a l s _ S _ Z -
Sodium_Silicate.html 
For more information, 
please see:

h t tp : / / en .w ik iped i a .
o r g / w i k i / S o d i u m _
si l icate#Automotive_
repair 

http://flatheadjack.com/
index.

http://www.chemistrystore.com/Chemicals_S_Z-Sodium_Silicate.html
http://www.chemistrystore.com/Chemicals_S_Z-Sodium_Silicate.html
http://www.chemistrystore.com/Chemicals_S_Z-Sodium_Silicate.html
http://www.chemistrystore.com/Chemicals_S_Z-Sodium_Silicate.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sodium_silicate#Automotive_repair
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sodium_silicate#Automotive_repair
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sodium_silicate#Automotive_repair
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sodium_silicate#Automotive_repair
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The FMRCOA Roving Reporter in        
Michigan & North Carolina

The Ford Thunderflite

Two swap meets to report on this month: one in Michigan 
and the other in North Carolina.  First, the 39th annual 

swap meet by the East Side A’s was a resounding success.  A 
total of 117 tables were sold and six car corral spaces. Both 
the table count and attendance were up from last year.  Most 
vendors reported good sales and, with the current economy, 
it had been any ones guess what it would be like.  Although 
small in size and having mostly Ford parts, it is always a fun 
meet to attend.

The second meet was the AutoFair in Charlotte, N.C.  The 
weather was perfect with several days of sun and warm weather 
following the rain that had occurred earlier in the week.  The 
damp ground kept the dust down and that make it much 
more enjoyable.  Everyone in our group agreed that vendor 
count was down by 10 to 20% over last year.  There were lots 
of empty spaces in the outside areas, and on Saturday they 
were even parking spectators in some of the outside fields.  

There may have been fewer vendors, but the spectator count 
had to be up.  Friday was crowded, and on Saturday it was 
jammed!  I have never seen a big area so packed.  As always, 
prices were high to start with, but it didn’t take much to get 
them reduced to a more reasonable cost.  

The auction was selling a few cars, but many were marked 
“still available”.  Again, everyone in our group found lots of 
great parts, and we came home with not only the bed of the 
truck loaded, but the trailer as well!  It was nice to enjoy the 
sunshine and almost 80 degree weather; but reality set in when 
we got home to the prospect of a major snow storm…which 
was certainly “over played” in our area.

Recently, in the lobby of Ford’s World Headquarters in 
Dearborn, a remarkable concept car was on display. This 

car, based upon a 1961 Thunderbird, was built by Suzie and 
Dean Arnold together with independent design consultant 
Don Johnson. 

Dean’s custom work has won many awards and received much 
media attention as have Johnson’s numerous one-of-a-kind 
auto designs.   Indeed, Don designs them and Dean builds 
them! 

The car is based upon a fictitious scenario that they created: 
Ford Motor Division decides, in the late 50’s, to build a car 
of tomorrow that would prepare buyers for the radically new 

Continued on page 16.
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The General Offices of Ford Motor Company shortly after it 
was built. Note the young trees.

Postcards from the Past
by

Lou Ironside

The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Your Board officers and Editors take extra effort to 
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events 

found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your 
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon, our ad editor.  For 
more information on becoming a member go to   http://
www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

This month we have a postcard showing the General 
Offices of the Ford Motor Company.  This card was never 

mailed, so pinning down a date is a little tough.  However, the 
sepia tone and small trees would indicate the photo was taken 
not long after the building was completed.  The back of the 
card tells us the building was made of limestone, and that it 
contains over 200 offices on the three floors.  We are also told 
that the dining rooms are on the top floor.  Look closely, and 
you will see that many of the windows are open, indicating 
that the photo was taken on a warm day.  
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   For Sale 

Classified
April 2009

•	 1964	Galaxie	dr	side	patch	quarter	panel.	$125.00;	NAPA	
super	 battery	 for	 ‘64	Galaxie.	 $75.00	 ;	 3-‘64	Galaxie	 rust	
free	trunk	lids.	$75.00	each.	Jerry	Ostalecki.	248-344-4063.
•	 C6	 transmission	 from	 390	 motor.	 $250.00.	 1976	 C-4	
transmission	from	351.	$100.00.	Mike	Malesky.	810-765-3795
•	 1940	2dr	Ford	 sedan.	Needs	 restoration	 –	many	parts.	
350	Chevy/auto	trans.		$6,000.00,	o.b.o.		John	Stankewich.	
248-661-4571.
•	 Mustang	bullet	wheels	and	 tires.	Used.	$600.00.	 	Mark	
Koehler.	734-699-6900.
•	 1966	Corvette	Conv.,	427	4-speed.		Mike	Kanalos.	734-
284-0003.
•	 391	Ford	truck	engine.	Never	ran	since	rebuild.	$950.00.		
John	Miller.	586-756-4279	or	313-891-2640.
•	 1947	Mercury	Club	Coupe	&	1957	Lincoln	4dr	hardtop.	
Very	good	condition.		Charles	Rivers.	248-446-1534.
•	 1934	 Ford	 V-8	 engine.	 Ran	 well	 when	 removed.	 Don	
Olson.	586-752-7919.
•	 1928	Chrysler,	6-cylinder,	4-dr;	older	restoration,	runs	and	
shows	well.		$15,000.	Pete	Van	Vrouwerff.		519-738-4516.
•	 FMRCA	jackets	from	the	late	70’s.	S-L-XL.	$35.00	each.	
Cole	Grandy.	810-735-1671.
•	 1940	Ford	2dr	and	1950	Mercury	4dr.	Member	Tom	Brown	
blowout	auction.	Saturday,	June	27th	at	Ridgetop,	TN	(20	mi.	
N.	of	Nashville).		Website:	hobbyjalopy.com	or	269-375-2663.
•	 3-speed	manual	transmission	for	Ford	292.		Gerry	Radtke.	
248-685-2549.
•	 1974	 Maverick	 hub	 caps	 (4).	 Part	 No.	 D3DA1130AA.	
Excellent	condition.	John	Macyda.	313-563-7829.
•	 1962	 Thunderbird	 convertible.	 	 Rebuilt	 engine,	 heads.		
New	chrome,	paint,	 interior,	 top.	 	Pictures	can	be	seen	at	
cars.com	$18,500.		Contact	Bob	Munson	517	675	7277.	Or	
Rmunson45@broadstripe.net	

Wanted 
•	 Tail	 light	 lens	 for	 1948	Mercury.	 Left	 side	with	marking	
on	 lens	 “29A	 Stimsonite”.Tony	 Russo.	 504-312-3903	 or	
trusso@favretlaw.com.
•	 Used	oil	(waste	oil).	Bring	to	the	meetings.		John	Miller.	
586-756-4279	or	
	 313-891-2640.
•	 30-31	 firewall,	 deck	 lid.	 16”	 wire	 wheels	 and	 32-33-34	
front	wishbone.	Cole	Grandy.	810-735-1671.
•	 22”	Fan	shroud	small	block	dodge.		Larry	Sznyr.	734-751-
8415	or	lsznyr@sbcglobal.net
•	 1954	Ford	V-8	239	cu.	In.	dist.	Ken	Liabenow.	734-429-5560.
•	 1963	Corvette	parts.		Anything	you	have.	Mike	Kanalos.	
734-284-0003.
•	 2	15”	steel	rims	&	tires	(condition	of	tires	not	important	but	
wheels	must	fit	disc	brakes)	5x5	bolt	pattern.	Steve	Rohde.	
734-717-5444.	

mailto:Rmunson45@broadstripe.net
mailto:trusso@favretlaw.com
mailto:lsznyr@sbcglobal.net
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Federal Industrial Services, Inc.
Specialize in Sandblasting & Metalizing

Glass	Bead	Blasting	–	Plastic	Media	Blasting
Large	and	Small	Orders	–	Fast	Turnaround													

11223 E. 8 Mile Rd. • Warren, MI 48089 
	(586) 427-6383

   For Sale 

Classified
March 2009

Wanted

•	 1928	Chrysler,	6-cylinder,	4-door;	older	restoration,	runs	
and	looks	good.	$15,000	or	best	offer.	(Canadian	$).		Pete	
Van	Vrouwerff.		519-738-4516.
•	 Michigan	license	plate	collection.	1914	–	2008.	$375.00.		
Vic	Hollingshead.	248-474-4356.
•	 1959	Edsel	Citation.	$1,500.		Call	John.	734-455-9508	(evening).
•	 4	bbl	carb	off	1970	Mach	I;	351w	needs	rebuilding	$100.		
Frank	Omilion.	734-765-3853.
•	 1970	Boss	302	carb	restored	and	replated;	early	date	
code.	$1,000.		Mike	Riemenschneider.	734-459-1348.
•	 427	FE	original	Ford	dual	quad	intake	manifold,	linkage	
2	carbs	fresh	reworked	to	fit	–	not	originals	plus	fuel	log.	
$1,000.		Mike	Riemenschneider.	734-459-1348.
•	 2	–	59AB	blocks,	bored.	New	cam	bearing	ready	to	
build.	$200	each.	Rick	Jones.	734-459-4236.
•	 Original	pair	of	Jimmy	Jones	bubble	skirts	made	for	
‘55/’56	Ford.	History	included.	$500	or	best	offer.	Paul	
Coleman.	734-397-1685
•	 Original	mint	Stewart	Warner	Southwind	car	heater	w/
original	box	and	all	paperwork.	This	is	a	complete	set	with	
all	needed	parts	to	install.		This	is	the	correct	heater	used	
in	’30,	’40	and	early	‘50’s	Fords	and	most	makes.	$175	or	
best	offer.	Paul	Coleman.	734-397-1685.
•	 2008	“Bullet	Edition”	Mustang.	458	miles.	Never	in	rain.	
Limited	one	time	only	production.	Paul	Coleman.	734-397-1685.
•	 1974	Lincoln	Continental	2-door	coupe,	copper	w/white	
top,	tan	leather	interior,	approx.	80M	miles,	excellent	
running,	very	solid	body,	drive	anywhere.	$6,000	or	best	
offer.	Jeff	Coleman.	Evening	734-347-7023.
•	 Edlebruck	4bbl.	600CFM	carb;	elect	chuck;	good	used.	
$150	or	best	offer.	Evening	734-347-7023.
•	 NOS	rocker	arm	assemblies	and	pushrods	for	FE	
engines		(352-428	cu.		in.)	Bob	Griffith.	248-349-1107.
•	 1964	Thunderbird	Landau.	26,500	miles.	Original	
condition.	$4,500.	Bill	Bella.	734-771-4105.
•	 For	rent:	4	star	condo.	2BR,	2BA.	$600.	Myrtle	Beach.	
Ray.	313-291-7717.	
•	 2003	Ford	Escape	XLS	2WD,	31K	Miles,	good	condition	
$7500	or	OBO.	Call:734-482-7414	&	ask	for	Pete.	See	
pictures	and	more	info.:	http://detroit.craigslist.org/
cto/1061230137.html	(cars	&	trucks	-	by	owner)

•	 Intake	carb	&	exhaust	manifold	or	complete	mopar	flat	
head	six	engine	(big	block).		Steve.	734-287-8236	or	989-
473-2833.
•	 Horn	ring,	left	grill	section,	front	&	rear	bumpers	alum	
ribbed	or	stock	for	1953	Ford.	Vince.	810-923-0640.
•	 Mini	van	with	low	miles.	Call	Jeff	Gniewek.	313-563-6569.
•	 Model	T	parts.	Russ	Cote.	H:	734-354-4941		C:	734-330-8934.

http://detroit.craigslist.org/cto/1061230137.html
http://detroit.craigslist.org/cto/1061230137.html
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so many fins would simply be stating Ford’s were out of style.  
It was decided not to show “ThunderFlite”.  It was mothballed, 
put into a warehouse and forgotten.

Years went by and a legend developed that the car still existed.  
Suzie and Dean Arnold tracked it down and decided to restore 
it to the level at which it was meant to be shown some fifty 
years ago.

That is the concept for the creation of the “ThunderFlite”.  For 
more information, please see http://www.thunderflite.com/
about_thunderflite.htm

thunderFlite  cont. from page 12. 

The Thunderflite at a car show.

Photo taken by the FMRCOA Rov-
ing Reporter at Dennis Carpenter’s 
showroom (see page 9 for story).

Thunderbirds of the 1960s.   It featured fenders enclosing 
all four tires with fins that were everywhere,  and thin seats 
sculpted to look like they came out of a jet fighter.  The car 
was topped with twin all-glass aircraft canopies and the overall 
effect was stunning.

Then everything changed!

Fins were being slashed off of cars by 1960 and for Ford to 
display a Dream Car showing ideas for tomorrow’s cars with 

http://www.thunderflite.com/about_thunderflite.htm
http://www.thunderflite.com/about_thunderflite.htm

