
Carolers at Greenfield Village entertained the many guests.

Feature Vehicle: 
1951 Mercury Custom
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owned by 
  Bill Bella

Continued on page 6.

Now that’s truly a customized Merc!

1973 Moon Rocks presented by NASA to  Art (Bozo-r), Larry 
Thompson (Mr. Whoodini-l) and J.C. Cummings (Producer-c).

Meet our New President:
Bozo (a.k.a. Art Cervi)

Continued on page 5.

Continued on page 6.

“I have always loved cars,” exclaimed Art Cervi, our new club 
President, as we chatted about his life. “My dad was a mechanic 

and I learned how to drive a car when I was seven years old. In high 
school I even substituted for the driver education instructor when he 
couldn’t make it,”  he continued. Sounds like the makings of a good 
car club President!

“I always appreciated the design of 49 to 51 Mercurys,” stated 
Bill Bella, the owner of this month’s feature vehicle.  His 51 

Mercury was built in San Francisco in November of 1950 and was 
an Oregon car until 1997.  

Bill purchased the all original steel vehicle in 1998 and drove it for 
one year in its stock condition, and then mildly customized it.  In 
2002 he  decided to radically customize the car so, with the help of 
a friend, Bill installed 54 Desoto grill, a smoothie Mercury front 
bumper, and a 55 Lincoln shortened rear bumper.  He then grafted 

Holiday Nights Event Well Attended

On Saturday night, December 8 between 6:30 and 10 PM 
approximately 79 FMRCOA members and guests attended 

the Holiday Nights event at Greenfield Village. The weather was 
relatively mild and the event was sold out (5,000 people).  As 
usual, there were very interesting displays of various crafts. A steady 
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The FMRCOA Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Your Board officers and Editors take extra effort to 
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events 

found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your 
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon, our ad editor.  For 
more information on becoming a member go to   http://
www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRCOA Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Editor’s  Message

First, I’d like to wish all of you a very Happy New Year! 

This issue marks the 36th that I’ve completed as your Editor 
and continue to enjoy producing the Rotunda Times. During this 
period I have had the pleasure of working closely with our outgoing 
President, Bob Guetschow, and would like to acknowledge his 
substantial and continuing contributions to the Club. Fortunately, 
we know that Bob will continue to play an active role in our Club!

This issue also contains a biographical sketch of our new President, 
Art Cervi. When I joined the FMRCOA in the early nineties, Art was 
President and we all enjoyed the meetings very much. I look forward 
to working closely with Art! And thanks go to Art and Suzanne for 
providing the materials about Bozo (i.e., Art)!

Thanks this month also go to Bill Bella and JoAnn  for providing the 
Feature Vehicle material; Bill Timoszyk and Terry Worful for the for 
the Show & Tell and New Members’ columns, respectively; Mike 
and Roxanne Fontana for the material about Dominic, our new 
youngest Club member; and Brian Kuta for his technical article and 
drag racing “report card.” Thanks also go to Louis Ironside for his 
continuing “roving reporter” articles and his series about automotive 
postcards; and to Marty Pelker for lending me issues of the Ford-
Mercury Historian, the predecessor of the Rotunda Times.  That 
was a super publication and I plan to use material from it in future 
newsletters.

Continued on page 12.
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Bob reading his “swan song.”

PRESIDENT’S PAGE
December 2007

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS

First, on behalf of the officers of the club I want to wish all of you 
the happiest of holidays.

Member Fred Dryja was hurt in an unfortunate incident at his work 
place and we wish him a very speedy recovery.

I signed a contract with the Wayne County Fair Association for 
Dearborn ’08 and the date for our annual car show and swap meet 
has now been officially designated as July 19th and 20th 2008.

If you haven’t renewed your 2008 dues yet, please do so as soon as 
possible and avoid paying the late fee of $5.00.  Remember, as a 
member of the FMRCOA you get the most bang for your buck.

This year’s Holiday Nights left many of our club members without 
a ticket.  The very popular seasonal program at Greenfield Village is 
now selling out earlier every year.  I started selling tickets in October 
but many of you waited until it was too late.  I had to turn away 
requests for about 50-60 tickets.  We sold approximately 80 tickets 
so the demand is still there.  If we do this next year, you are going to 
have to start ordering tickets earlier and not wait to the last minute.  
The December 8th program night was sold out by November 24th.  
I can vouch for those that were unable to get a ticket that the weather 
was not very cold and all had a good time.

This will be my last year as your president and the following is a copy 
of my farewell address as delivered at the membership meeting on 
December 5th:

“Well, gentlemen and ladies, it’s “swan song” time.  This will be 
my last meeting as your president.  The January meeting will be 
presided over by Art Cervi, our President for 2008.  For all of 
you that don’t know about me, I am a founding member, our first 
president, the fourth president and currently your 19th president.  
Back in 1973 I started the swap meet that we all enjoy to this day.  
I have been your president again since 2003.  For some of you those 
5 years went by fast and for some of you it has been an eternity.  
2002 was a low point in our club history and our club was in 
jeopardy of disintegration.  I led a determined group with the 
mission of unseating the existing board of directors whose leaders 
had lost sight of our club’s purpose and wanted to move our club 
in another direction.  Our group unseated that slate in the 2003 
election.  For 2003 we were reduced to 159 members, no web site, 
no newsletter, no treasury and no sense of camaraderie.  Today, 5 
years later we have 319 members, a first class web site, a first class 
newsletter, a sound treasury and finally a returned sense of “esprit 
de corps”.  These things could not have been achieved without all 
of us pulling together to make it happen.  I want to have a big 
round of applause for all of us working together for the rebirth of 
our club.  Art Cervi will preside over our January meeting and the 

dinner dance as “Bozo.”  I ask all of you to give Art the support 
that you have given me.  I will still be here as your vice president.  
Finally I want to thank you all again for all your support and 
encouragement you have given me over the last 5 years.”

I was overcome by the standing ovation I received at the conclusion 
of my farewell address.  I want to thank all of you from the bottom 
of my heart.

Don’t forget, Art will be waiting for you at the next meeting on 
Wednesday, January 2, 2008 at the K of C Hall at 7PM. 

Till then,

Bob Guetschow

Dominick Fontana
430 Stanley Ave.
Cincinnati, OH  45229
248-926-0160

Jerry Ladouceur (Suzanne)
2359 Buckingham
Berkley, MI  48072
248-544-3711
1953 Ford Customline 2-door

John Szwast (Fay)
24758 Portsmouth Ave.
Novi, MI  48374
248-344-2957
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Please participate in 
these Club events!

2008 FMRC Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings & events for 
2008.  New information will be posted each month 

as events and dates are “firmed” up. Bold font represents 
club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for a 
Club event, please let a Board Member know!

President Bob Guetschow  presents the 1974 
Generator Award to Paul Coleman at the1975 
Dinner Dance. The Dinner Dance was held at the 
O’Kelley Knights of Columbus Hall in Dearborn. This 
photograph is from the  Spring 1975 issue of  “The 
Ford-Mercury Historian” -- the predecessor to the 
“Rotunda Times.”

January 2 Club Meeting
January 12 Dinner Dance
February 6 Club Meeting

February Garage Tour TBA

March 5 Club Meeting

March 7-9 Autorama
March Garage Tour TBA
April 2 Club Meeting
April Garage Tour TBA
May 7 Club Meeting
May 3-4 ACS Relay for Life Car Show
May 26 Memorial Day Parade
June 4 Club Meeting
June 8 Carnival of Cars
June 8 Wilson Barn Show
June 15-15 Motor Muster
June TBA Downriver Cruise
July 2 Club Meeting
July 19-20 FMRCOA Swap Meet and Car 

Show
July Club Picnic TBA
July 26-27 Telegraph Cruise
August 6 Club Meeting
August Dearborn Homecoming TBA
August 16 Woodward Dream Cruise
Sept. Overnighter TBA
Sept. 3 Club Meeting
Sept. 5-7 Frankenmuth Auto Fest
Oct. 1 Club Meeting
Oct. Color Tour - TBA
Nov. 5 Club Meeting
Dec. 3 Club Meeting

Mail in your responses.....

Annual FMRCOA Dinner Dance
Saturday January 20, 2008 at 6:30 PM

Hosted by Art and Suzanne Cervi
St. Mary Cultural Center 

18100 Merriman Rd. Livonia, MI 48152
$65/couple

For additional information, please call Art at 
248.553.8897 or ltc_acervi@yahoo.com

A good time will be had by all!
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Art  hosting “Woods & Wheels”

Art  “on the air” at Keener13.

Art with his Autorama winning 1954 Plymouth.

A HAppy president  cont. from page 1 

Art was born in Harris, New York – a small upstate town about 
30 miles from the Connecticut border. While he was a youngster, 
his family decided to move to Detroit where there were more jobs 
available. However, Art was very close to his grandparents and, after 
graduating elementary school, moved back to New York to live with 
them.
After graduating high school, Art attended college in New York and 
received a degree in radio and television broadcasting.

Art started his career 
in radio at WEXL/
WOMC in Detroit. 
After “cutting his 
teeth” there, he 
moved to WKMH 
(which subsequently 
became Teener13) in 
Dearborn where he 
was the weekend disc 
jockey, and was in 
charge of the music 
and some of the 
productions. 

Next Art transitioned to Keener13 (WKNR) where he became Music 
Director working with such notables as Robin Seymour, Bill Bonds, 
Dick Purtin, and Tom Ryan.  Keener13 became one of the top radio 
stations in the country in the sixties due to the contributions of Art 
and his colleagues.
In the mid-sixties Art moved to television and, in particular, CKLW-
TV (Channel 9 now CBET). He worked with Robin Seymour and 
Tom Shannon producing one of the TV station’s most popular 
shows: an American Bandstand-style show that was first called “Teen 
Town” then “Swingin’ Time.” This show featured performances by 
national and local recording artists and teenagers demonstrating 
the latest dances. Here Art was in charge of guest relations and 
talent coordination. What an exciting job! He also helped acquire 
the wrestling talent, and, as color TV became popular, was key to 
on-location programming including “The Bill Anderson Show” live 
from Cleary Auditorium.
Around this time (mid-late 
sixties), Art became involved 
with the “A Clown Called 
Woope,” “This Is the Week 
that Was” (which was also 
shown on national TV), and a 
camping show called “Woods 
& Wheels.” He also hosted the 
Bill Kennedy Show when Bill 
was away!
Now to the Bozo years. 
Art played Bozo at various 
locations all the way back to 
1960. In Detroit, two different 
actors played Bozo on WWJ-
TV in the years leading up to 
1967. For reasons unknown in 
that year, Bozo disappeared off 
of Detroit TV stations, forcing Detroiters to rely on their neighbors 
across the river for their fix.

Windsor, Canada’s CKLW-TV, Channel 9 on the VHF dial, was 
easily received in Detroit and had its own Bozo, Art. With his ring 
of flaming red hair, floppy white bib and treasure chest of toys, it 
was this Bozo who became a treasured childhood memory to many 
Detroiters. In fact, nary a scout troop missed seeing the show filmed 
live between 1967 and 1975.
Art played Bozo on CKLW until 1975, when he emigrated from 
Canada to play Bozo on Detroit’s WJBK-TV (CBS Channel 2). 
To Detroit kids, Art Cervi was Bozo! Of course, Detroit kids were 
sometimes exposed to other Bozos on the occasional vacation or trip 
out of town. After struggling with the inevitable Bozo confusion, 
they discovered that all the other Bozos not only paled in comparison 
with handsome Art, but could be downright creepy!
Art exclusively performed as Bozo between 1975 and 1980.
After Bozo, Art became the host of a radio program, “Let’s Talk 
Cars,” that he still hosts on WYUR (1310 AM) today. It is  the only 
radio program produced in the Motor City that is designed around 
the auto industry. The program attracts both the casual enthusiasts 
and seasoned car buffs. In parallel, Art writes for The Cruis’news 
Magazine.
One summer, while in high school, Art took care of a teacher’s yard. 
So good a job did he do that at the end of the summer,  she took him 
into her one car garage and gave him a 1929 Model A Sports Coupe! 
That was Art’s first car and he drove it in upstate New York for about 
2-3 years until he moved to Detroit. 
In Detroit Art gave the Model A to his uncle and bought a brand 
new 1954 Plymouth. He startled his father by taking the grille off the 
Plymouth as soon as he got it home! A year earlier he had attended 
the first Detroit Autorama (1953) as a spectator, and then, in 1954, 
took the Second Place Award with, yes, that 1954 Plymouth! He was 
beaten by the Bobby Darin Deam Car.
Through the years Art has owned virtually all types of American cars 
including Fords, Mopars, and GM  products. The only foreign car 
that he owned was a red 1959 Austin Healy.  “Although my dad was 
a mechanic, I’m not and only do light repairs,” remarked Art.
Art has been married to his charming wife, Suzanne for 35 years. 
They have two sons, Nick and Jon, who are also interested in cars.

Art has been a member of the FMRCOA since 1985 and was 
President of the Club from 1990-92 and 1994-95. It’s great to have 
Bozo take the reins again! 
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The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old 
car or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested 

in how you came about finding your vehicle of choice, 
and what you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or 
mechanical condition. Simply mail or e-mail us your article 
accompanied with a photo to:

PHIL LYON
pjlyon39@att.net
ROTUNDA TIMES

2002 Hopkins Drive
Wixom, Mi. 48393

734.578.6223
or

STEVE ROHDE
steve@quantumsignal.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
1955 Bateson Ct.

Ann Arbor, Mi. 48105
734.717.5444

YOUR CAR!
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Club Meetings

The FMRC meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Knights of Columbus Patrick O’Kelley Hall in Dearborn 

(313.278.5600).  Refreshments are served after the meeting!

Come and bring a friend! 

A very cool flathead under the hood!

FeAture VeHicle  cont. from page 1 
on a 49 Mercury 3 piece rear window with gray tint in all windows, 
and Frenched 54 Mercury taillights. The headlights are also Frenched 
and the color is estate metallic green. Not stopping there, Bill added 
a 49 Mercury dashboard as well as electric windows and wipers.  The 
hood is shaved and louvered. The doors are shaved and open by 
remote door control.

The mercury sports front disk brakes tooled by Fat Man.  The 
powertrain consists of the original Mercury flathead engine coupled 
to a C-4 transmission and a 65 Fairlane rearend.  Edmund’s aluminum 

finned polished heads and a polished dual carburetor intake enhance 
the looks and performance of the engine. 

New Coker radial wide white wall tires with chrome smoothie wheels, 
and original Appleton spotlights accent the custom Mercury. 

Bill soon will be installing newly chromed garnish moldings and 
polished stainless door sills as well as 65 T-Bird seats and interior. He 
hopes to have the  car back on the road by May 2008.

Bill Bella was born and raised in South West Detroit and attended 
Southwestern High School.  He held various jobs until hiring in at 
the Ford Rawsonville plant in January 1965. 

 Bill was married for 31 years when his wife died in 1991. He has 
three children (two girls and a boy), five grandchildren and a great 
granddaughter who is about a year and a half old. (A future Club 
member?) Bill and JoAnn have been together for four years. “After 
we were together for about a year, we walked by the jewelry counter 
in Sears and I asked her to marry me,” Bill said as we chatted. Sounds 
like Bill!

“I joined the Club in 2002 and have enjoyed the camaraderie of the 
members, the garage tours, swap meets and car shows, meetings and the 
beautiful dinner dances,” commented Bill. With his positive attitude and 
smiling face, it’s great to have Bill as a member of our club!

HolidAy nigHts  cont. from page 1 

stream of Model T’s transported attendees through the village. The 
Christmas music and carolers were also delightful.  Attendees also 
enjoyed the “A Taste of History” restaurant and the fireworks show. 

A Note from the Treasurer

Another normal month here! Dues continue to come in, 
and dinner dance expenditures have started. Have a great 

holiday season!
Steve Rohde, Treasurer 
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December 2007
 FMRCOA Meeting Minutes 

December 5, 2007

Over 110 members &  guests in attendance!

The certificate (l) & Iwo Jima Marines (r) helped carry the toys out.

Bob accepts Toys for Tots Certificate on behalf of the Club.

Phil Smith, local Toys for Tots Coordinator, updates us.

Bob opened the meeting shortly after 7:00 with his usual flair 
but, in my opinion, mixed with a little tone of melancholy as 

he presided over his last official meeting after a long and successful 
presidency. 

He thanked 110 people for coming to a well attended meeting. 
Ray Mickiewicz was our official head counter. Our guests this 
month included two former marines who were both World War 

II veterans who fought for our country in Iwo Jima. Other active 
marines in full dress uniform came to thank and honor our cub 
for its generous participation in the TOYS FOR TOTS campaign. 
Marines present were Phil Smith, William B  Shaffer, Steve Szopo, 
and Justin Cummings. Thanks go to Steve Rohde for organizing this 
worthwhile effort. 

Robert Hill, Bob Guetschow’s oldest son;  John Szwast; and Joe 
Piziali were new members present. 

Some announcements—Lothringer, at 87 years is not doing too 
well. However, Pat Stanecki recently visited with him and reported 
that he is perhaps better than originally thought. 

Holiday Nights at Greenfield Village is sold out with 79 people 
signed up and a few had to be turned away. Dinner dance invitations 
are out and you are reminded to RSVP as soon as possible. Our 
official dates for our annual swap meet are July 19 and 20. Plan now 
to sign up for your duty spot (or spots!). It’s fun to get out there and 
get involved.   

The November minutes were approved and the Treasurer’s report 
was read and approved as well. 

There was a nice little ceremony with the presentation of a certificate 
from the marines and we were thanked by the children of Southeast 
Michigan, who will receive gifts for Christmas this year whereas they 
may have received nothing otherwise.

Our interim membership secretary reports that we are up to 317 
members, and that we have 191 renewals. R&M said that our club 
is always “well behaved” and a big help to them and have invited us 
back again as car pushers.

Bob gave his “swan song” and yes, that is a quote, and he was asked 
to include a copy of it in writing in this issue of our newsletter. There 
was some interesting car talk, show and tell, and a lottery drawing 
followed by adjournment. 

                                          Phil Lyon, Secretary   
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This month I would like to take a few lines to clear up a common 
misconception, and that is the difference between preignition 

and knock. Although most people believe it to be the same thing, 
‘knock’ is spontaneous combustion in the end gases before the 
flame front can arrive, while 
‘preignition’ takes place before 
the timed ignition spark occurs, 
typically due to localized 
incandescence or hot spots in 
the combustion chamber. For 
more information, please see     
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Engine_knocking . 

“Hi, I’m John Szwast. I was born 
on September 18 1947, in 

Johnstown, Pa. I am an Environmental 
engineer.

 My first car was a 1966 Olds Cutlass.

 I’m not a car collector yet, but I’m 
looking for my FIRST collector car 
now. It will be a Ford. I have no other 
hobbies at this time.

 I will do the work on my car myself.

 I Joined the FMRCOA to find my 
Classic Ford or Mercury!”

“My name is Dominic Anthony 
Fontana and I was born on 

November 2, 2007 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio where I currently reside.  I 
weighed 7 lbs. 5 oz. and measured 20 
inches at that time.

My occupation is baby boy and I work 
24/7 at it!

I am still single but I hear that there 
are some cute girls in the club only a 
bit older than me.

My first car is a fire truck pedal car 
that grandpa got me along with a club jacket. I get about 4 hours per 
fill up (a/k/a feeding) and about 8 diapers per gallon but I expect this 
will improve in time.

I joined the club so that I could participate in club functions with 
my great grandpa Al and my grandpa  Mike.

I don’t work on cars yet, but look forward to “wrenching” with my 
grandpa. Perhaps we can work together on grandma’s Nash too!”

Brian’s 1972 Maverick ready to launch!

Some Quickie Tips
by

Brian Kuta

The result of sustained preignition.

Meet the New Members
by 

Terry Worful

John Szwast

Dominic Anthony Fontana

Brian Kuta Concludes 
Successful Drag Racing Season

“I had a very good run this season. My 1972 Ford Maverick 
Grabber (302/347 / C-4 / 9” 4:30) ran flawlessly all season 

again; and that makes a huge difference when you can drive the 
car, and not have to worry about anything happening to it,” stated 
Brian Kuta commenting on his 2007 drag racing season.  Brian ran 
35 races in the 2007 season at: Mid Michigan Motorplex, Ubly 
Dragway, Northern Michigan Dragway, Milan Dragway, Summit 

Motorsports Park (Norwalk), U. S. 131 Knoll Gas Motorsports 
Park, and Dragway 42. The results of those 35 races are as follows: 
Wins = 3, R/Us = 2, Semi = 1, Qtrs = 3, 1/8ths = 3, 1/16ths = 7. He 

did make several 32nds, and round money many times.

 “Because racing is very much a team effort, I have to again extend 
my personal ‘thanks’ to the people that helped in this season’s racing 
efforts. Bob Hunt, the owner of Kar-Go Carburetor Inc., again gave 
me all the carburetor help needed to have the car go when you hit 
that go pedal. Louis Jeffery, the owner of Accurate Transmission Inc., 
provided the good, solid driveline that insures the car will not fail 
at those extreme limits. Mark Kuta, my son and owner of Cougar 
Construction Midwest Inc. (CCMI), provided much needed 
financial and physical support in the effort,” commented Brian.  He 
also thanked Kim Maddox, the owner of Maddox RV, for providing 
some much needed services to keep his equipment in top shape and 
his sons Mike, Justin and Clint for  giving him help.

 And what about 2008?  “For the 2008 season, I may be putting a little 
more compression into the engine via new rods and pistons. I intend 
to do this because I have put many seasons on my present rotating 
engine assembly, and I do not need to have anything fail if it 
can be prevented.  I strongly believe in preventive maintenance,” 
commented Brian. Good luck in 2008 Brian!
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Print on pants.  

December Show & Tell:
Not Boring!

by

Bill Timoszyk

The mystery hood ornament.

The electric wipers (l) & super model Mike with pants (r).  

The December Show and Tell was certainly not boring: there was 
everything from pants to hood ornaments on display!

Tom Melhouse again brought in his great electrically heated wiper 
blades. (We can all probably use them now!)

Next, were Randy Spanke’s Ford pants, shown here with super 
model “Muscles Fontana.” These 
were printed randomly with “Ford 
on the American Road 1896-1974” 
and displayed good photos of every 
type of Ford vehicle made in that 
time period! Bob Assenmacher shed 
some light on these. He related that 
a few decades back he met a man 
that was looking to sell pants like 
these. He bought two pair and ordered 50 more pair. Bob sold those 
two pair and never heard from the man again. 

Randy also brought in a hood ornament for identification, but no 
one knew what it was. Can you identify it?

Larry Haase brought in a biographical book about the famous Ford 
performance guru Bill Stroppe of California. His illustrious racing/
testing relationship with Ford Motor lasted better than 50 years! 

Marty Pelker brought in some FMRC Club publication from the 
1975 era. Called “The Ford-Mercury Historian,” the publication 
contained a lot of interesting photos of old skinny Ford cars and 
young skinny club members! (See page 4.)

Mark Sapienz brought in a Ford produced book entitled “The Ford 
Dealer Story 1903-1953” Filled with many neat photos, this was a 

great book!

And last, “Econoline Brian” Saylor had a neat Econoline/Ford pickup 
two page ad from 1964. 

Well folks, thats it for this year! Now we can all look forward to a 
New Year of “Show and Tell.” Happy Holidays! 

Stroppe book (l) & Ford Dealer Story (r).  

1964 Ford F-100 & Econoline advertisement.  



The Rotunda Times

Page 10

1932 Fordor Postcard from Wells, Minnesota.

Postcards from the Past
by

Lou Ironside

I might as well finish off the year of the 32 Ford, with a couple 1932 
postcards from that era.  The depression hit the dealers pretty 

hard, and if they couldn’t sell you a new car, then selling you a used 
car would do.  Here are two examples of used car selling.  The first 
post card is a 1932 Fordor Sedan which is wearing a 1933/34 style 
bumper.  This never mailed card was from the Pankow Motor Co. 
in Wells, Minnesota.  The wording says that if in average condition 
your present car could be the down payment on this slightly used 
1932 V8.  

The second postcard is from the W. B. Dietrick dealership in Duncan 
Falls, Ohio, and was mailed to a Miss Pearl Bell of the same town.  
The photo is of a shiny V8 Tudor which almost looks too new to be a 
used car!  It is interesting that the wording is very similar to the other 
postcard leading me to believe that any Ford dealer could order these 
“stock” cards from Ford, and have their name printed on locally.  
1932 items are fairly hard to find, so these are quite dear to me as 
they are the only ones I have found in many years of collecting.  My 
only question is: did Miss Pearl Bell buy that shiny 1932 Ford, and is 
it still hiding in an old garage in Duncan Falls, Ohio?? 

1932 Tudor Postcard from Duncan Falls, Ohio.
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The FMRCOA swap meet last summer.

The FMRCOA Roving Reporter: 
End of a Season

Clearly this winter swap meet is not in Michigan!

Swap meets are pretty few and far between this time of year, but 
two recent swap meets should be mentioned.  First, the one in 

Adrian, Michigan which has been moved from the third Sunday to 
the first Sunday in October continues to be a delightful meet.  There 
were lots of vendors, special parking if you drove your collector car, 
and nice weather.  Although not a big meet by any means, I always 
find a few good items for the current project -- and at reasonable 
prices.  I spotted a few FMRCOA members, but, due to being on 
the same weekend as Carlisle, some were probably kept away.  I 
have been attending this meet since 1966 and consider it a “must 
attend.”  

Another meet which is within a reasonable drive is the Bowling 
Green , Ohio swap meet the first Sunday in November.  This year a 
couple friends and I got swap spaces; and, in spite of the cool and 
overcast weather, we sold quite well.  Although a small meet, there 
are lots of bargains inside, outside, and in the small car corral. This 
year there were quite a few more vendors than last year, which was a 
pleasant surprise.  I first attended this swap meet in 1964 when our 
Model A Club toured down there in our old cars.  I still remember 
that year, as I purchased a set of 1932 Ford headlights for $1 each.  
This year I had to pay $15 each for 1932 Ford headlights….how is 
that for inflation!   I always look at the Bowling Green meet as the 
“official” end of the local swap meet season….Now a couple months 
of anxiously awaiting spring and the start of the new swap meet 
season….
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editor  cont. from page 2. 

1928 Chrysler Restored 4 dr 6 cylinder $15,000. Pete Von 
Vrouwerff.  519-738-4516.

4—15x7American classic wire wheels 5x51/2 bc with good 225-
70x15 tires. $400. Karl Chase 248-879-0854.

TV3G steps for 95-00 4dr Explorer black $100;   04-07 F150 std 
cab black;  99-07 F250crew cab black  $125. Will install at my shop 
or take with you. Also current Mustang coupe Rousch designed 3M 
stripes silver.  Marty Pelker 313-382-6161 before 6:00 PM.

12” radial arm saw with 6 ft wide angle iron stand $150. Greg 
Petrovich. 734-453-4354.

Early 60’s Ford 8” 313 open rear end drum to drum $50. Gary 
Holmstrom. 313-277-3475.

1990 97 T Bird airfoil $50; 1966 Mercury Parklane convertible 
original nice driver bo Hank Dawson 810-731-3184.

1966 Ford cast iron 4 bbl intake manifold restored $100, Bob. 
744-674-8483.

1974 AMC Matador V8 cherry 44K original miles must see, must 
sell $ 6800 Jerry Clos 586-786-6027.

Rockwell jointer $50; 4 Goodyear Wrangler XL tires 31x15 lt (2 
are on rims). $100;   Delorto carburetor intake and air cleaner for 
Volkswagon still in the box $25;  1968 302 cid engine and C4 trans 
runs.  Roger Hodyka. 517-282-4738.

1965 restorable Ford pickup some work done good straight 6 
engine located in Taylor, Mi $2150 or acceptable offer. Call Glen 
313-291-5394. 

Fresh 460 Big Block Ford (no overbore), Performer RPM 
intake, .550/.560 hydraulic cam, Cobra Jet aluminum heads, new 
rods, pistons and crank, 750 CFM Holly carb. Complete engine 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

   For Sale 
December 2007

Classified

Please do let me know what you’d like to see in the Times and keep 
materials/leads coming!  Just give me a call (734.717.5444), email 
me, or put something in the mailbox. Typically, it really doesn’t take 
more than a 10-15 minute conversation to get great “stuff” for an 
article. 

Consider the 20th of the month as a deadline for getting 
announcements or other materials to me for that month’s 
newsletter. In this manner we can get the material in and to the 
printer so you have it before next month’s club meeting. 

Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org where you 
can read these newsletters in color and see more event pictures.

Thanks for your support!

Steve Rohde, Editor

http://www.fmrcoa.org
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Wanted

1952 Packard 200 del $5,000; 1964 Chrysler Imperial 2 door  
$3,500. Nick Nichols 743-748-5664.

1934 11/2 ton Ford chassis no engine or wheels $250; 1981 Ford 
van 6 cyl auto window no rust needs nothing has air $1600;1987 
Ford Ranger no engine trans, no rust short bed $1000; Ford flathead 
engine not frozen truck 49-53 from carb to pan $250; 1927 Ford 
model T chassis wire wheels $500. Roger Hodyka 517-282-4738.

48-52-Ford pickup cab stake bed with sides $950  Old gear floor 
jack $40 Jack Von Gerichton 248-444-3169.

Running gear for 1966 Mustang 200 ci 6cyl & c-4 trans new brake 
drums w/ new tires best offer Richard Atkinson 313-383-0993.

Michelin 245X70X16 new on rim $35  Ray Crout 313-291-
7717.

1966 Mercury Parklane convertible all original all mechanics done 
new tires brakes, booster, etc 1944 produced asking $16,500 Hank 
Dawson 810-231-3184.

NOS Ford FE ( 360-390) rocker arm assemblies& pushrods 
$100. 

2- 49-53 (8BA) Ford crankshafts std/std $50 each Bob Griffith 
248-349-1107.

4 15 x 7 American classic wire wheels with General Grabber tires 
very good condition $400 Karl Chase 248-879-0854.

1979 Lincoln Mk 5 $600 OBO Fred Dryja 313-1784.
1968 Dodge Polara 76,000 original miles 318 2 dr sport back 

$6,500 OBO Larry Sznyr734-751-8415.

Want to trade 1953 Merc engine for help finishing wiring & motor 
on my 46 Ford with 49 Ford flathead motor Marty Pelker ( my car is 
in Lincoln park) 313-561-3056.

Someone to do or help put in a wiring harness in my 1947 Ford 
Karl Chase 248-879-0854.

Jimmy Jones fender skirts (metal or fiberglass) for 1967 Merc 
Monterey & 1978 Ford LTD.   Also need passenger door exterior 
mirrors for each. Joe Hutchison 313-893-1880.

49 Ford key side trunk handle .Vic Hollingshead 248-474-4356.
Ford pickup truck 67-72 need not be running. Roger Hodyka 517-

282-4738.
64 Ford 427 high performance parts. Tim Van Aken 517-536-

0411.
49-51 Merc spindles. Mike Steinhagen313-561-125.1 
1936 Ford Engine 85 HP Arnold 734-498-2183.                
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   For Sale 
November 2007

Classified

Wanted 

from carb to pan, damper to flexplate, with dyno slip to verifiy 
550 HP  $5,000.00. Brian Kuta @ 734-753-3788 or mbhouse@
chartermi.net
 

1939 Ford standard hood latch Brian Kuta 313-770-1264  •
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