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Truck on Bunn’s book cover.

Continued on page 4.

     Owned by  
  Mike & Judy Hilber

Continued on page 5.

Continued on page 8.

For over 25 years Mike and Judy Hilber have traveled to the 
fall Hershey Swap Meet together. On their first trip there they 

spotted a nicely restored Studebaker truck and discussed how much 
they both liked it. This rekindled their interest in trucks.

Back in his high school days Mike’s friend had use of a ‘49 Ford pick-
up. The truck was owned by his father who was a builder and used 
to move materials to different job sites. Mike and his friend also used 
the truck to cruise the local 
drive-ins in the evening: the 
“good old days”! 

In 1995 Mike and Judy saw 
a pick-up at the RM auction 
and it brought back these 
instant memories. The truck 
was listed as having won an 
award in it’s category at the 
1994 Autorama. It was to 
be auctioned at no reserve; 
so they started to bid and 
the rest is history! 

Mike and Judy have won 
several awards with their 
truck at local car shows, 
and it was again at Cobo 

Club Purchases Brick in V-8 Museum 

Toys for Tots at December 6 Meeting: 
Please Bring a Toy!

At our October Club Meeting the FMRCOA membership 
overwhelmingly voted to purchase a brick that will be placed 

in The Early Ford V-8 Museum being built in Auburn, Indiana. 
Phil Lyon spearheaded 
this activity, and the 8”x8” 
brick was designed by 
Denise Rohde who has 
won many awards for her 
work.

The mission of The Early 
Ford V-8 Museum is to 
honor Henry Ford and 
Ford Motor Company 
products - past, present, 
and future. The museum 
will be an educational and 

Marine with toys at 2005 meeting.  

Brick design by Denise Rohde.  

At the December 6 FMRCOA Club Meeting Bill Timoszyk will 
coordinate our Toys for Tots Campaign with the Marines. The 

club has participated in this program for many years, and Bob Haas 
was the previous coordinator.  Please bring a new unwrapped toy 
to the meeting.  There will be a door prize drawing open to people 
who bring a toy. 

Toys for Tots began in 
1947 when Major Bill 
Hendricks, USMCR and a 
group of Marine Reservists 
in Los Angeles collected 
and distributed 5,000 
toys to needy children. 
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The FMRC Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Your Board officers and Editors take extra effort to 
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events 

found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your 
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon, our ad editor.  For 
more information on becoming a member go to   http://
www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRC Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Editors  Message

This month I’d like to thank to thank Mike and Judy Hilber 
for providing the feature vehicle material, Dick Monroe for 

providing the Dragster Facts article,  Bill Timoszyk for the Show & 
Tell, and Terry Worful for her New Members’ column. 

Please do keep materials/leads coming.  I’m running very low on 
Feature Vehicles so please help!

Let me know what you’d like to see (or not see)! 

Just give me a call (734.717.5444), email me, or put something in the 
mailbox. We can work on articles together and it doesn’t take much 
time on your part! Typically, it really doesn’t take more than a 10-15 
minute conversation to get great material for an article. Consider 
the 20th of the month as a deadline for getting announcements or 
other materials to me for that month’s newsletter. In this manner 
we can get the material in and to the printer so you have it before 
next month’s club meeting. 

Finally, don’t forget to visit our website www.fmrcoa.org where you 
can read these newsletters in color and see more event pictures.

Thanks for your support!

Steve Rohde, Editor

http://www.fmrcoa.org
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
November 2006

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERSBy now you should all have your ballots for the 2-year director 
election run off for 2007.  I want to commend the election 

committee chairman, Dave Cheklich, for the very professional 
instruction letter and ballot that was sent out to all of you.  Above all 
I want to thank all of you for your overwhelming support of the new 
volunteer process of electing our officers and directors.  We will be 
incorporating this change, and some other proposed changes to our 
by-laws, at a meeting called for that purpose some time next year.  I 
hope you all exercised your right to vote and that we have had the 
wisdom to vote for the best-qualified man.  We will announce the 
newly elected director at the December meeting.

We picked up another 2 new members at the last meeting and we now 
have 294 members.  We have been averaging around a 25-member 
growth annually over the last few years and I had optimistically 
hoped to attain my goal of 300 members in 2006.  We came into 
2006 with 269 members and the needed growth would have had to 
be over 30 members.  Let’s hope we can reach that magic number 
in 2007.

I spoke with Jim Crawford, our web master, and if any of you 
members want to have a picture of your car on the web site, e-mail 
Jim with a good quality picture or bring your picture to the monthly 
meeting and he will scan it, install it on the web site, and return your 
picture to you. Jim’s phone and email address are on the inside cover 
of our newsletter.  I want to encourage any of you that haven’t done 
so to send your picture in.  The more the merrier.

Holiday Nites, the Christmas club event at Greenfield Village on 
December 9th is moving along well. And there is still time to join us.  
Call me at 248-328-9113 and we will welcome you aboard.  Over 
the last few years registrations have exceeded over 100 members and 
guests, so this event is always well attended, and worthwhile.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to wish all of you a very 
happy and safe holiday season.  For those of you who Winter in the 
South, enjoy yourselves and come back to us safe and we will see you 
in the Spring.

Remember, Bill Timoszyk and the Marines will be present for “Toys 
for Tots” at the next meeting.  Please bring a new, unwrapped toy 
for the kids.  Also, Bill would like you to bring something for “show 
and tell”.   So…Don’t forget the next meeting at the K of C Hall on 
December 6th at 7 PM.

Till then,

Bob Guetschow

Rand Spanke
511 Greenwich Appt. M
Howell, MI  48843
517-861-1112
1966 Mercury Parklane 4-Door

Dan O’Hara
10910 Mortonview
Taylor, MI  48180
313-304-8103
1965 Mustang GT Coupe

Join Fellow Club Members

Holiday Nights at Greenfield Village

Saturday December 9th

6:30-10 PM

Members Free!

Additional tickets:  $12 adults

    $8 children 5-12

   Children under 4 free

Call Bob Guetschow at 248-328-9113
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Dec. 6 Club Meeting
Dec. 9 Christmas Walk-Greenfield 

Village  

2006 FMRC Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings & events for 
2006.  New information will be posted each month 

as events and dates are “firmed” up. Bold font represents 
club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for a 
Club event, please let a Board Member know!

Please participate in these events!

Mark your calendars.....

Annual FMRCOA Dinner Dance
Saturday January 20, 2007 at 6:30 PM

Hosted by Art and Suzanne Cervi
St. Mary Cultural Center 

18100 Merriman Rd. Livonia, MI 48152
$65/couple

For additional information, please call Art at 
248.553.8897 or ltc_acervi@yahoo.com

A good time will be had by all!

Mark your calendars.......

     FMRCOA “Snow Birds” Dinner

Florida winter residents are invited to a:

Members Dinner
Friday February 23, 2007 at 7pm

Jon’s Restaurant
38361 C.R. 54 East 

Zephyerhills, Florida
Restaurant Phone: 813-783-1623

Come as you are!
Dutch treat! 

No reservations needed!

This is the Friday of the Zephyrhills Swap Meet.
For more information call Leo Chouinard at 248-437-0947.

Toys for ToTs  cont. from page 1 
The idea came from Bill’s wife, Diane. In the fall of 1947, Diane 
handcrafted a Raggedy Ann doll and asked Bill to deliver the doll to 
an organization, which would give it to a needy child at Christmas. 
When Bill determined that no agency existed, Diane told Bill that 
he should start one. He did! 

The 1947 pilot project was so successful that the Marine Corps 
adopted Toys for Tots in 1948 and expanded it into a nationwide 
campaign. That year, Marine Corps Reserve units across the nation 
conducted Toys for Tots campaigns in each community in which 
a Marine Reserve Center was located. Marines have conducted 
successful nationwide campaigns at Christmas each year since 
1948.

The initial objective that remains the hallmark of the program today 
is to “bring the joy of Christmas to America ‘s needy children.” Bill 
Hendricks, a Marine Reservists on weekends, was in civilian life, 
the Director of Public Relations for Warner Brothers Studio. This 
enabled him to convince a vast array of celebrities to support Toys 
for Tots.

In 1948, Walt Disney designed the Toys for Tots logo, which we 
use today. Disney also designed the first Toys for Tots poster used to 
promote the nationwide program. Nat “King” Cole, Peggy Lee, and 
Vic Damone recorded the Toys for Tots theme composed by Sammy 
Fain and Paul Webster in 1956. Bob Hope, John Wayne, Doris Day, 
Lorrie Morgan, Tim Allen, Kenny Rogers and Billy Ray Cyrus are 
but a few of the long list of celebrities who have given their time and 
talent to promote Toys for Tots. First Lady Nancy Reagan served as 
the national spokesperson in 1983. First Lady Barbara Bush served as 
the national spokesperson in 1992 and in her autobiography named 
Toys for Tots as one of her favorite charities.

From 1947 through 1979, Marines collected and distributed new 
and used toys. From Christmas 1980 through the present, Marines 

Watch for our 2007 Calendar 
coming next month!
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Under the hood

Looks good from any angle!

feaTure Vehicle  cont. from page 1 

Nice interior!

Hall for the 2003 Autorama. Their truck is featured in (and on the 
cover of ) a book put together by Mike Parris who was an employee 
of Ford Motor in Marketing at that time. The title of the book is 
“Ford F-Series Pick-up Trucks 1948-1956” by Don Bunn. (He used 
a different publishing name per a FoMoCo requirement.)                

Mike’s fascination 
with cars started when 
he was 4 or 5 years old 
and his father let him 
shift the family car 
while he was driving. 
He would also point 
out all the different 
makes and models 
which Mike picked 
up on quickly. Mike’s 
father and most of 
his uncles were Ford 
owners. 

Mike purchased his first car when he was 15 years old. It was a 
38 Ford business coupe: a Michigan rust bucket with mechanical 

brakes. That was followed 
by a few used Fords and 
Mercurys. 

While a student at 
Lawrence Tech, Mike had 
a part time job working 
at Wick’s Mobile Service 
Station. Wick’s did 
light mechanical work 
and maintained a fleet 
of trucks for “Dy Dee 
Wash”. Income from 
that job allowed Mike to 

purchase a used 55 Thunderbird: the car he owned when he met his 
wife Judy. 

At that time Judy was a student nurse at Mt. Carmel Mercy Hospital 
School of Nursing. 
She graduated in1960 
whereupon they 
got engaged. Mike 
graduated in 1961 
with a BS in Industrial 
Engineering and they 
got married shortly 
thereafter. 

Mike and Judy then 
moved to Arizona 
because Judy’s parents 
had relocated there. 
After about a year and a half they moved back to Michigan where 
Mike started a long career with General Motors (from which he’s 
now retired). Mike and Judy have now been married 45 years. They 
have two sons, a daughter, and five grandchildren.

have collected and distributed only new toys.

In 1995, the Secretary of Defense approved Toys for Tots as an 
official activity of the U.S. Marine Corps and an official mission of 
the Marine Corps Reserve, and in 1997 the Marine Corps celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of Toys for Tots.

Over the 58 years of the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots 
Program, Marines have distributed more than 351 million toys to 
166.2 million needy children. This charitable endeavor has made 
U.S. Marines the unchallenged leader in looking after needy 
children at Christmas. In 2005 local campaigns were conducted in 
516 communities covering all 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
and Puerto Rico.

Please see http://www.desmoinestoysfortots.com/history.html for 
more information.

Major Exhibit to Kick-Off 75th Anniversary 
of Iconic ‘32 Ford*

In January an exhibit of “THE 75” Most Significant ’32 Ford 
Hot Rods will launch the 75th anniversary celebration of the 1932 
Ford, a legendary car with a celebrated engine . 

The display will be part of the 58th annual Grand National 
Roadster Show, the nation’s oldest annual car show, held in 
Pomona, Calif. January 26-28, 2007.

It will feature milestone cars, trace the history of hot rodding 
and showcase the influence these cars continue to have on the 
automotive industry and American culture .

The exhibit will be the first time these rare cars have been 
gathered in one place at one time. 

Special sections of exhibit will spotlight the innovative 
“flathead” V8 engine and the work of Edsel Ford, design leader 
of the ’32 Ford. 

The 1932 Ford was a watershed vehicle for Ford, the automobile 
industry and American culture. Combining the innovative 
engineering of Henry Ford, in the form of the first mass-produced 
V-8 engine, with the design sophistication of his son Edsel, the ’32 
Ford brought a new level of performance and flair to the general 
public. The ’32 Ford also played a major role in another revolution 
– the development of the hot rod. Built from cast-off cars and 
assembled by young enthusiasts with remarkable ingenuity and 
intuitive engineering, these cars performed far beyond their original 
capabilities and often rivaled the performance of the best in the 
world. The hot rod impacted many forms of motorsports and is one 
of the foundations of today’s $31 billion aftermarket industry.

Stay tuned for local events that are being planned around this 
anniversary in 2007!

* From Ford Motor Company press release (http://media.ford.
com/newsroom/release_display.cfm?release=23304 ). For additional 
information, please also see http://www.yearofthedeuce.com/pr/
deucediary1.pdf .  

•

•

•

•

•

http://www.desmoinestoysfortots.com/history.html
http://media.ford.com/newsroom/release_display.cfm?release=23304
http://media.ford.com/newsroom/release_display.cfm?release=23304
http://www.yearofthedeuce.com/pr/deucediary1.pdf
http://www.yearofthedeuce.com/pr/deucediary1.pdf
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Meet the  New Members
by 

Terry Worful

Dan O’Hara 

Rand Spanke 

A Note from the Treasurer
November has been another normal month. Please send in 
your dues so we can replenish the treasury for upcoming 
events!
 Steve Rohde, Treasurer   

The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old car or 
truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested in how 

you came about finding your vehicle of choice, and what 
you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or mechanical 
condition. Simply mail or email us your article accompanied 
with a photo to:

PHIL LYON
pjlyon39@peoplepc.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
34945 Elmira

Livonia Mi. 48150
734.422.0595

or
VIC HOLLINGSHEAD

ROTUNDA TIMES
21104 Robinson

Farmington Hills, MI 48336
248.474.4356

YOUR CAR!

Club Meetings

The FMRC meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Knights of Columbus Patrick O’Kelley Hall in Dearborn 

(313.278.5600).  Refreshments are served after the meeting!

Come and bring a friend! 

“I was born on April 16, 1938, 
in Detroit. I am a retired paint 

prep man for GM Cadilac. I am a 
widower but I have a wonderful 
daughter and two grandchildren.

My first car was a 1952 Henry J 
Kaiser. My first collector car was a 
1953 Buick that I bought in 1968. 
I kept it for 10 Years and then sold 
it and bought a 1950 Ford Sedan.  I 
want another one!

I have no other hobbies at this time, 
but I did collect Lionel Trains.

I joined the FMRCOA because I have other relatives in the club.

If I could buy any car other than a Ford it would be another Henry 
J because it was my first car.

I do some of the restoration work myself and a friend helps 
sometimes.”

“I was born on March 28, 
1957 (and I’m still a kid) 

in Detroit. I work in Shipping 
and Receiving at Cateraid and I 
am single.

My first car was a 1969 Ford 
Custom 2 Door sedan with a 
302 and 3 on the tree. My first 
collector car was a 1960 T-Bird 
that I bought in 1988.

My other hobby is playing the Guitar.

I joined the FMRCOA because I wanted an active club that does 
things and has Ford people to talk to.

If I could buy any car, my Brand X car would be a 1958, 9, or 60 
Buick because I like the body styles on those years.

I do tinker on my cars but I don’t do any major work on them.”
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November Meeting Minutes 
of the 

FMRCOA
November 1, 2006

84 members & guests in attendance!

Dick Monroe receiving a “special” award!

Our three Director candidates speak at meeting.

The meeting was called to order by President Guetschow at 
7:10 pm. The head count made by Cole Grandy indicated 84 

members and guests were present. 

On the new members and guests list was Dan O’Hara with a 1965 
GT Mustang ( 289 HIPO)  and a 1959 Nash Metropolitan. Also 
present was Tony Ranero, with a 1969 Mustang fastback. Tony 
confused the audience with the claim of a 408 CID engine. He 
explained that it was a 400 with a .30 overbore! He also has a 69 
Torino with a 428 Cobra, and admits to at least one brand X. Two of 
our new members, David Chavez and Fred Dryja, were extended the 

right hand of welcome and were presented with their name badges 
by President Bob Guetschow.  

Bob mentioned that for the one vacated seat on the Board there 
are three candidates, and that they will be asked to present their 
“resumes” verbally. The candidates are Hank Dawson, Stan Miller, 
and Brian Saylor. Each candidate then spoke. Ballots will be sent in 
the mail.

Ed Goff announced that Larry Miller received a new kidney and is 
doing well. Jim Ullery gave us the report on Jim Underwood, and 
stated that he is doing as well as can be expected. 

Bob took reservations for Holiday Nights at Greenfield Village, and 
will follow that up with invitations through the mail. The club will 
pick up the tab for the member, and the group rate is offered to 
guests. The Lincoln club will be joining us again this year. We have 
had good participation in Holiday Nights in past years with as many 
as 150 attending.

Dick Monroe was the recipient of a special award from Bob. Since 
Dick is a real “stand up” guy he received a Viagra clock! 

The October minutes were accepted by motions from the floor and 

the Treasurer’s report was read and also accepted. 

Bob Haas reported on the color tour. There were about 25 cars and 
16 of our members who went on the Metro Parks tour. Bob has 
proposed to the people in charge that next year they look into the 
idea of a free day for classic cars. They seemed to be interested and 
Bob will follow up. 

There were also many positive comments about the McMullin tour. 
There were about 60 members who participated in that activity. Both 
groups were adequately fed. 

Bob Haas cannot organize the Toys for Tots campaign this year, so 
Bill Timoszyk has stepped up to the plate to run that worthwhile 
activity. Don’t forget your new unwrapped toys next meeting.  

The plans for the annual dinner dance are well underway. You will be 
getting your invitation to the dance soon. This year it will be at the 
St Mary’s Cultural Hall. January 20th – Save the date! 

There is now a membership application on our website, and we were 
told that we could email pictures of our cars to be added to the 
website. Thanks go to Jim Crawford for his constant attention to this 
important aspect of the club! 

We now have 294 members. 

Phil Lyon encouraged members to try to sell the business card size 
ads that we put in the Rotunda Times. 

Jerry Worful gave us a short talk about his polishing business, and 
showed us some examples of his excellent work. 

There was some good car talk, which is a portion of the meeting 
which everyone looks forward to. 

After a great show and tell session and our new lottery drawing. we 
adjourned to the back room for eats.    

Phil Lyon Secretary
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to some of those parts (before and after) and it’s truly amazing! 

Jerry lives at 6111 Greenview in Detroit and can be reached at 
313.271.2017 or at kercrest@aol.com.  He is also available to 
speak at other clubs.At the November FMRCOA Club Meeting Jerry Worful made a 

presentation about his business, Polished Classics. He has been 
polishing and restoring stainless, aluminum, and plastic for over 34 
years. 

Jerry has worked on everything from prototype molds to one of a 
kind parts. He has done work on many class winning cars, even the 
2006 Concourse D’Elegance Lion’s Award winner. He has made car 
lenses look brand new from lenses that were almost opaque!

By a process of hammering, tooling, sanding, and buffing Jerry can 
restore the “life” back into parts that owners thought should be 
thrown out. He even wears magnifying glasses to find all the blemishes 
he can and repairs them!  (However, he does not recommend re-
anodizing because every microscopic pit shows up like a diamond in 
the older stainless.) 

Jerry works out of his home-based shop, and the turn around time 
is usually no longer than two weeks! He has samples of his work that 
you can see before you send him your parts. At the meeting I sat next 

Polished Classics 

Shines those Parts!

Jerry at work in his shop. 

Part before (l) and after (r). 

Brick cont. from page 1.

research model for all to enjoy. More specifically, the museum will:

Promote the restoration, preservation, and conservation of Ford 
Motor Company Vehicles 1903-Present.

Be a repository of, and preserve, printed technical materials and 
historical information on the Ford Motor Company.

Enhance the knowledge of the general public regarding the 
design, development, construction, and history of the Ford Motor 
Company vehicles and their impact on America’s automotive 
history.

Provide information to the general public, collectors and 
automobile historians about the Ford Motor Company.

Provide a facility to house and display Ford Motor Company 
vehicles, as well as others, for public exhibition, and for research in 
the areas of the automotive sciences and automobile mechanics.

Provide historical literature and memorabilia on Ford Motor 
Company vehicles and others, from their development to the 
present day, for the general public and collectors.

The museum is being run by the Early Ford V-8 Foundation which 
was created in 1991 and is a (501)(c)(3) non-profit, educational 
organization dedicated to “Preserving 1932-1953 Early Ford V-8 
History.” The Foundation currently has working agreements with 
three automotive museums: the Towe Museum of Automotive 
History in Sacramento, California; the Don Garlits Museum in 
Ocala, Florida; and the Beller Museum in Downers Grove, Illinois. 
Through these agreements, the Foundation is able to display and 
store part of its growing collection of Ford memorabilia for the 
Ford V-8 enthusiast. However, much of the Foundation’s collection 
cannot be displayed because of the lack of space at these facilities and 
two of the facilities are asking for the space back due to their own 
growing collections. Also, many items are being stored by members, 
awaiting a place to display them.

The new museum, on two-and-one-half acres of land in the Dean Kruse  
Museum Complex in Auburn will allow the consolidation and 
growth of the Foundation’s collection.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Sketch of future  Early Ford V8 Museum.

Continued on next page.
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Cartoon from October 19, 2006   Old Cars Weekly News 

November Show & Tell:
High Quality & Diverse!

by

Bill Timoszyk

At our November meeting we had very high-quality interesting 
mix for the show and tell. 

Charlie Rivers brought a 1932 Ford V-8 carburetor made 
by the Detroit Lubricator Company. It was rebuilt (back then) 
and was still in its original box from the “HI-SPEED” gas station 
chain (predecessor to the Pure 
& Firebird brands).

Mike Riemenscneider 
brought in a Ford factory book 
on setting up the distributor for 
1950 Lincolns and Mercurys. 

Jeff Gwiewck brought some 
original 1967 visitor “give-a-
way tokens” from the old Ford 
foundry in Dearborn. They 
were roughly cast six inch steel 
patterns of the Ford Mustang 
Horse and the Mercury Cougar. 

They were dated at the foundry in 
1967.

Cole Grandy brought seven 
porcelain/metal replica Ford signs 
from the 1960’s and 1970’s that 
represented original signs from 
the 1920’s thru the 1940’s. These 
included a 30’s style porcelain 
hanging Ford V-8 sign from the 
1970’s. It was made in the 70’s 
by the illustrious former member 
and racatooneer Clark Reed. Cole 
shared with us the current ebay 

values of this and some of the other signs. Quite interesting!

Tom Zielinski brought a MAIN connecting rod from a Curtis 
Wright 9 cylinder aircraft engine. In recent months it seems that 

•

•

•

•

•

the fly boys are bringing 
in more goodies than the 
tractor fans! 

Many thanks to the 
participants in the November 
show!

”Phase I” of the museum’s development will be an 8,000-square-
foot, $480,000 structure behind the location of the future museum. 
The Art Deco-styled building will initially serve as a storage area 
for the museum’s collection. After the main museum is built, the 
museum will utilize the Phase I building for restoration work or as 
a training facility.

 Auburn was chosen because it is home to the world class Auburn-
Cord-Duesenberg museum; Kruse Auto and Carriage museum; 
World War II Victory museum; Hoosier Air museum; National 
Automotive and Truck Museum of the United states (NATMUS); 
and the well-known and well-attended annual Kruse International 
Auctions. Auburn is a city big enough to attract these fine museums, 
but small enough to close down Main street every week for a cruise-
in! Nearby are the brand new $9 Million National Studebaker 
museum, the Garrett Railroad museum, the Mid-America Windmill 
Museum. Sounds like a good destination for a car tour! 

For more information, please see http://www.fordv8foundation.
org/index.html where much of the information in this article came 
from. Also, people can join the Foundation for only $15/year. A 
Membership Form can be downloaded and printed, or contact: 
EARLY FORD V-8 FOUNDATION, P.O. Box 31403, Rochester, 
NY 14603. Please help us in this important task. They need your 
support!

Brick cont. from page 8. 

http://www.fordv8foundation.org/index.html
http://www.fordv8foundation.org/index.html
http://fordv8foundation.org/membershipform.pdf
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Richard David Caleal

Rod with new ‘27 T body

* Adapted from http://edit.detnews.gannettonline.com/apps/pbcs.
dll/article?AID=/20060922/OBITUARIES/609220321/1263

Designer of ‘49 Ford Dies at 94*

At age 7, after admiring an elegant Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost that 
rolled past his Lansing home, Richard David Caleal grabbed a 

pencil and designed his first car.

In his 30s, he designed the 
prototype quarter-scale for the 
1949 Ford, touted as “the car that 
saved an empire.”

In later years, the designer kept a 
notepad on his nightstand so he 
could sketch the futuristic cars that 
roared through his dreams.

“He lived, breathed, loved 
automobiles more than anything,” 
said his daughter, Mary Geo 
Stephenson. “He was the ultimate 

car guy.”

Mr. Caleal, a noted automobile designer credited with providing 
the concept for the 1949 Ford, died on Sept. 16, 2006 in West 
Bloomfield. He was 94.

Born Sept. 2, 1912, in Lansing, he graduated from Eastern High 
School before working at a wallpaper store where he displayed his 
drawings in showcase windows. A passer-by referred him to REO 
Motor Car Co., where he began designing and styling.

Mr. Caleal spent stints at General Motors Corp., Hudson and Packard 
before being hired at Studebaker, where he joined a design team 
led by renowned industrial 
designer Raymond Loewy.

In 1946 he became a 
freelance designer at Ford 
Motor Co. for George 
Walker, whom Henry Ford 
II had awarded a contract to 
design the 1949 Ford.

Given just three weeks to 
devise a concept, Mr. Caleal 
returned to his bungalow 
in Mishawaka, Ind., where 
he tinkered on plans at his 
kitchen table. He produced 
a prototype quarter-scale 
model that deviated from 
Ford’s earlier models with 
its slightly shorter, sleeker, 
slab-sided style. Soon after seeing the plaster model, Stephenson 
said, Henry Ford II pointed and declared, “That’s my model.”

After some alterations -- a spinner grille and horizontal taillight -- 
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the car went into production. The 1949 car reversed Ford’s financial 
fortune, generating more than 1 million in sales and some $177 
million in profit.

So well was Caleal’s 1949 Ford received, its basic design was used 
in the two model years to follow and, moreover, set the trend for 
automotive design of the future. It also received the prestigious 
Fashion Academy Award in 1949 and was given that distinct and 
coveted honor again in 1950.

Caleal was appointed Head of Advanced Styling for Ford Motor 
Company. Subsequently he was hired by Chrysler Corporation as 
a Studio Director and went on to head the Dodge Truck Studio, 
ending his career in Body Ornamentation.

Caleal’s work is honored in exhibits at the Henry Ford Museum and 
the Arab American National Museum in Dearborn.

One Top Fuel Dragster 500 cubic inch Hemi engine makes 
more horsepower than the first four rows at the Daytona 500 
(NASCAR). 

Under full throttle a Dragster engine consumes one gallon of 
nitromethane per second whereas a fully loaded 747 consumes jet 
fuel at the same rate with 25% less power being produced.

A stock Dodge Hemi V8 engine cannot produce enough power to 
drive the dragster’s supercharger.

Dual magnetos supply 44 amps to each spark plug -- the output of 
an arc welder to each cylinder.

Spark plug electrodes are totally consumed during one pass. 

After the engine is dieseling from compression and the glow of 
exhaust valves at 1400 degrees the engine can only be shut down by 
cutting the fuel flow.

In order to exceed 300 mph in 4-5 seconds, dragsters must 
accelerate at an average of over 4g’s, in order to reach 200mph well 
before half-track, the launch acceleration approaches 8g’s.

Dragsters reach over 300mph before you have completed this 
sentence.

The current top fuel dragster elapsed time record is 4.441 seconds 
for the quarter mile (10/05/03),the top speed record is 333.00 mph 
(9/28/03).

Let’s put all of this into perspective:
You are driving a twin-turbo powered Corvette Z06. A mile up the road 
a top fuel dragster is waiting at the starting line ready to launch as you 
pass. You run the Vette hard and hit the starting line at 200 mph. The 
dragster launches and starts after you. You keep your foot down hard 
but you hear an incredibly brutal whine that sears your eardrums and 
within 2 seconds the dragster catches and passes you. He beats you to the 
finish line a quarter mile away!

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Dragster Facts
by

Dick Monroe
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1969 FORD Ranchero 302 Automatic Clifford 
Pickelseimer 734-425 -3029

McCollough supercharger VS-57 (not Ford type) only 
$200 Mike Riemenschneider 73 4-459-1348

10 ft x10 ft awning used for swap meets $25 Al Atee 734-
748-3088

1957 Fordomatic transmission good condition Hank 
Dawson 810-231-3184

1963 ½ Ford Galaxie no engine or transmission $2,000 
517-423-0499

22 foot open trailer, electric brakes, heavy duty suspension, 
dual axle, electric winch $1650  Mark Hamilton 313-563-
1892

1951 Ford BC, 1950 club coupe,1950 sedan 248-851-
3532

Right side rear view mirror for 1950 Ford car Paul 
Conforto 313-801-8131

Good door glass (2) $1-48 Ford coupe Marty Pelker 313-
561-3056

1969 Ford Mustang Mach 1 391 CID 4 spd preferred 
Mike O’Hara 313-999-8726

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Wanted 

Classified
November 2006

   For Sale 

1927 Model T rolling wire wheel chassis no engine or trans $500 
Roger Hodyka 517-282-4738.

5 13inch 5 lug Ford wheels with one new tire $150 Jerry Worful 
313-271-2017.

Four wheels (aluminum) directional with center caps 4 tires 
205/65/15 mounted all like new Laurel Gottlieb 734-525-8445.

Ford Y block  New rebuilt heads $500 firm,  three speed manual 
transmission,  4V carb, 4V manifold   Gerry Radke 248-684-3408.

1970 Ford Torino convertible 1971Boss351 C motor with 
shaker, Tremek 5 speed, buckets, PB, very good condition, Karl 
Chase 248-8790854.

1989 Lincoln Town Car signature series, Loaded, all factory 

•

•

•

•

•

•

Classified
October 2006

   For Sale 
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1938 Kool-Aid advertisement.

Your Ad Could Go Here!

Contact Phil Lyon at 734.422.0595               
   pjlyon39@peoplec.com 

Wanted 

options, never in winter , like brand new, 48,000 miles $8,000 
OBO Greg Covey 248-568-1190.

V557 Mc Collough supercharger, turns free $200 supercharger 
only, not Ford type Mike Riemenschneider  734-459-1348.

EBU 8605A water pump for flathead V8 $35, 1990-1997 
Thunderbird or Cougar Airfoil, (new)  $50 1957 trans Fordomatic, 
water cooled, Good condition, $350 Hank Dawson 810-231-3184.

1990 Ford Mustang LX convertible, 25th anniversary “7 up” 
special edition, full power, including AC emerald jewel green, 
white top, 5.0 HO engine with 5 sp trans. Only 1360 limited. 
edition autos built with this combination. New tires, shocks, asking 
$13,000OBO. Call Don @734-522-4050, or Grant Beard @ 248-
305-8031.

Distributors rebuilt to Ford specifications 1932 to 1948 Ford or 
1936 to 1948 Lincoln Call John Price 734-455-9508 .

3 gauge panel for 1940’s Heyer Ford laboratory test set . Also 
the cardboard firewall insulator for 41-48 Ford Bill Large 586-677-
4790.

1983to1985 Ford Ranger, need not run. Also 1960-1963 Falcon 
Ranchero. Roger Hodyka 517-282-4738. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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