
When spectators and car show vehicles enter the FMRC car show 
on Sunday mornings, one of the first club members to greet 

them is Hank Dawson.  Hank is always ready with a smile, a friendly 
greeting, and more often than not, “wow, nice car!”  Hank, who is 
our member profile of the month, is a twenty plus year member, who 
has given unselfishly of his time to many FMRC activities.

Hank is a Detroit native, having been born and raised in the Motor 

Feature Vehicle of the Month: 
1956 Ford Customline
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Bob Giving Megan Holt a Check on Behalf of the Club

FMRCOA Scores at Barn Show

Beautifully restored interior!

     Owned by 
  Doyle Julian

A 21-year-old Hank with his ‘54 Ford in 1961

Feature Member: 
Hank Dawson

by
Lou Ironside

Doyle bought his 1956 Ford Customline sight unseen in 1999 in 
Kennett, Missouri. In fact, he bought the car from Burl Johnson 

who went to school with Doyle’s dad. Burl, in turn, purchased the 
car from a “little old lady” who was in a nursing home with Doyle’s 
mom. Destiny!

The car, which only had 50k miles on it, needed little restoration. It 
even had the original spare tire. Doyle had it repainted, replaced the 
front brakes, part of the seatcovers, and the padded dash. 

The original paperwork that came with the car indicated a sticker 
price of $2333.23 plus $153.49 in options. The latter included an 
oil filter, heater and turn-signals! A down payment of $1000 was 
made. In addition a 1949 Ford four-door and a 1948 Ford coupe 
were traded in for $661.72 and $225, respectively. The remainder 
was financed with 18 payments of $43.49: an annual interest rate of 

over 20%!

Doyle worked for Foundry 
Flasks in Northville for about 
40 years until it went out of 
business in January of 2006.

Doyle drives his car to car 
shows and cruises. He has 
belonged to FMRCOA for 
about five years.  “I enjoy 
belonging to the Club and 

seldom miss a meeting or Club function,” remarked Doyle. “I find 
the meetings interesting and enjoy the good speakers that we get!”

Doyle & his car at ACS event last month

For the first time in about five years it didn’t rain at the Wilson’s 
Barn Car Show in Livonia on Sunday, June 11!  The show 

was sponsored by the Road Knights Auto Club (to which Harry 
McAuliffe belongs) and the Friends of the Barn. About a thousand 
cars were at this super show that also had a small swap-meet attached 

Continued on page 4.
Club cars parked together
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The FMRC Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Your Board officers and Editors take extra effort to 
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events 

found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your 
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon, our ad editor.  For 
more information on becoming a member go to   http://
www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRC Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Editors  Message

This month I’d like to thank to thank Doyle Julian for the Feature 
Vehicle and Lou Ironside for the Feature Member articles. I’d 

also like to thank Dick Anderson for the fascinating material about 
Henry Ford’s Soybean Car, and Charlie Makaroff for his picture and 
story on page 11. Very cool!

This month we finished Dillie’s Story and I’d again like to thank 
Steve Farley for allowing us to print that wonderful tale!

I’d also like to personally welcome my grandaughter, Abigail Ada 
Rohde, to the Club.  At 9 weeks she may be our youngest member!

Please do keep materials/leads coming.  Now that car show season 
is in full swing, let me know of any interesting trips/shows that 
you attend, including pictures. Just give me a call (734.717.5444), 
email me, or put something in the mailbox. We can work on articles 
together and it doesn’t take much time on your part! Typically, it 
really doesn’t take more than a 10-15 minute conversation to get 
great material for an article. Consider the 20th of the month as a 
deadline for getting announcements or other materials to me for 
that month’s newsletter. In this manner we can get the material in 
and to the printer so you have it before next month’s club meeting.  

Thanks for your support!

Steve Rohde, Editor
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
June 2006

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS

On June 10th, about a half dozen of our membership showed off 
their cars at the “All Ford Day” at Nankin Mills in Westland.  

Matt Richardson, assistant curator of the museum had invited our 
club to participate.  Nankin Mills was one of Henry Ford’s little 
satellite factories along the Rouge River during the 20’s, 30’s and 
40’s.  The facility produced, among other items, interior plastic 
and metal trim parts.  Roger Hodyka reported to me that all who 
participated enjoyed the day. 

The following day about 20 of our members participated in the 
Wilson Barn show, sponsored by the Road Knights Hot Rod Club.  
Our club participates every year in this car show.  Phil Lyon was the 
coordinator for our club and I understand the refreshments provided 
by the club were well received by all.  Our members came away with 
about seven trophies as well.  Good going guys. I couldn’t make this 
event due to my decision to saturate the “carnival of cars” with our 
swap meet flyers.  This meet was very well attended and I passed out 
a pile of flyers.  I had made arrangements with Roger Hodyka to pass 
out flyers at the Wilson Barn Show as well.  These aforementioned 
car shows will be reported on elsewhere in this newsletter.  Our 
thanks to Phil Lyon, Roger Hodyka, and Dick Monroe for their 
help with these events.

The Telegraph Cruise will be held on Saturday, July 29th.  We will 
have the use of the Oxford Lanes parking lot again this year.  Come 
early and secure a good spot.  The bowling alley is located just South 
of Michigan Avenue on the West side of Telegraph.  Bring your 
classic out and let’s have a nice turnout.

I want to announce the club’s annual picnic at John and Clara Hill’s 
place on Sunday, July 30th.  A flyer with details is on page 12.  John 
and Clara are excellent hosts, and Dick Monroe will be helping out 
as usual.  This year’s picnic promises to be special, so bring your 
classic and a dish to pass.  We hope to have large turnout for John 
and Clara.

We still need volunteers for work details at this year’s swap meet.  If 
you haven’t signed up as of yet, call Larry Swanson at 248-474-3902 
and answer the call for your club.  For several years now we have 
discussed hiring the Boy Scouts for parking duty and we are putting 
this plan into effect at this years meet.  We will make a donation to 
the Boy Scouts for their services after the meet.

In keeping with my plans to open up communications with other 
Ford-oriented clubs, I sent an invitation to some of these clubs to join 
us at Dearborn ‘06.  I don’t expect a lot of response from these clubs 
right away, but I want to keep letting them know we are interested in 
establishing communications and relationships with them.

Don’t forget to order your Dearborn ‘06 tee shirts from Mike Fontana 

at 248-926-0160 or purchase them at the next meeting.  The price is 
$10.00 each.  What a bargain!

On a sad note I have to report that one of our members, Bill Hillen, 
passed away on June 13th after a courageous battle with cancer.  Our 
hearts go out to Lori and the family.  A donation from the club in the 
name of Bill Hillen is going to the Help Every Animal Downriver 
Society (H.E.A.D.S), a favorite charity of Bill’s.

I checked in with member Jack Perkett and he has recovered from his 
surgery and is on the mend.  Good News.

More good news, the membership rosters will be available at the next 
meeting so make sure you get yours.  

I am trying to get a new custom prototype of the Mustang in on 
display for the next meeting.  This would be a nice treat for all of 
you to see.  So…see you at the K of C Hall on Wednesday, July 5th 
at 8PM.

Till then,

Bob Guetschow

Gil Brueckner (Linda)
5067 Capac Road
Capac, MI  48014
810-310-0467
1956 Ford Tractor #960

Mark Hamilton (Bernadette)
24920 Wilson
Dearborn, MI  48128
313-563-1892
1928 Ford 2-door
1931 Ford Coupe
1967 Lincoln 4-door convertible

Gary Holmstrom (Marly)
3315 Linden
Dearborn, MI  48124
313-277-3475
1959 Ford Skylliner

Abigail Ada Rohde
7751 Sunset Ct.
Saline, MI 48176
734-429-2288
1962 Ford Falcon

Gary Schreader (Vivan)
877 Sunset Blvd.
Monroe, MI  48162
734-289-1078
1940 Ford Coupe
1941 Ford GPW
1942 Ford GPW

John Thompson
29116 Sheeks
Flat Rock, MI  48134
734-782-2617
1951 Ford 4-door
1970 Ford Mustang
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Members philosophizing!

Meet the  New Members
by 

Terry Worful*

* In this column Terry Worful interviews new members so we can 
get to know them better!

Continued on page 6.

Barn Show cont. from page 1 

to it. In addition, a number of 
local automotive vendors had 
booths at the event. 

Thanks to Phil Lyon, FMRCOA 
had an excellent turnout at the 
show with about 22 club cars 
on-site and even more members 
present. In fact, we won an 
impressive seven awards:

• Jeff Chapp: 1936 Pontiac Sedan

• Jeff Coleman: 1971 Ford Thunderbird

• Paul Coleman: 1957 Ford Fairlane Sunliner 
Convertible

• Ed Goff: 1951 Ford Mild Custom

• Darrell Harding: 1952 Mercury Custom

• Phil Lyon: 1936 Ford 4 Dr. Touring Sedan

• John Macyda: 1941 Ford Pickup

After meeting at 7 AM on Middlebelt Road, most of the club cars 
were parked together in a very picturesque location near the barn 
where we set up a tent. 

At about noon we had a barbeque.  Here thanks go to Phil Lyon, 
Dick Monroe, Paul Coleman, and Jeff Chapp for bringing in the 
supplies and equipment, cooking, setup, and cleanup.

At about 4 PM the awards were announced after which we all left. 
What a relaxing day!

New members Terry & Laurel and Phil at Keith’s Muffler display 

Jeff Chapp cooking and John Macyda in swap meet 

Vivian Schreader

“I was born on September 11, 1961, in Wichita, TX. I work for 
Ford Motor Auto alliance as an assembler.

I married Gary on April 4, 1987 and we have one child who will be 
22 in December.

My first car was a 1969 Chevelle.

I started collecting cars in 2001.

My other hobbies are embroidery and bingo

I like finding out new information about Fords. This is one of the 
things I like about belonging to the FMRCOA.

If I could own any other collector car other than a Ford, it would 
be a 1969 Chevelle.

Yes, I plan to work on the cars myself!”

 

Gary Schreader

“I was born July 26, 1941 in Detroit, MI

I am retired

I have three children from my previous marriage, and one with my 
wife, Vivian.

My first car was a 1946 Ford Coupe.

I started collecting cars in 2001.

My other hobbies are watching the sunrise, controlling the remote 
for the TV, and going to car shows.

I like obtaining information about Fords -- which is why I joined 
the FMRCOA.

If I could own any collector car other than a Ford It would be a 
1964 GTO. I fell in love with the body style and it was the first 
muscle car.

I work on all my cars myself.”

New members Vivian &  Gary Schreader at Meeting 
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The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old car or 
truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested in how 

you came about finding your vehicle of choice, and what 
you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or mechanical 
condition. Simply mail or email us your article accompanied 
with a photo to:

PHIL LYON
pjlyon39@peoplepc.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
34945 Elmira

Livonia Mi. 48150
734.422.0595

or
VIC HOLLINGSHEAD

ROTUNDA TIMES
21104 Robinson

Farmington Hills, MI 48336
248.474.4356

YOUR CAR!

Club Meetings

The FMRC meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Knights of Columbus Patrick O’Kelley Hall in Dearborn 

(313.278.5600).  Refreshments are served after the meeting!

Come and bring a friend! 

June Show & Tell:
 More Neat Stuff!

by

Bill Timoszyk

This month Terry Worful brought in a “Buyers Digest of New 
Car Facts for 1963.” This book, published by Ford Motor 

Company, was the 5th edition.

Bob Assenmacher brought in 1933 and 1963 Ford tokens and 
“coinage.” Recall, last month we also saw one of these!

Lastly, Cole Grandy brought in 1915-27 Model T literature.
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July 5 Club Meeting
July 15-16 FMRCOA Swap Meet and Car 

Show
July 30 Club Picnic at John Hill’s Place
August 2 Club Meeting
August Dearborn Homecoming TBA
August 19 Woodward Dream Cruise
Sept. 2-4 Overnighter TBA
Sept. 6 Club Meeting
Sept. 8-10 Frankenmuth Auto Fest
Oct. 4 Club Meeting
Oct.  15 Color Tour - TBA
Nov. 1 Club Meeting
Dec. 6 Club Meeting
Dec. 9 Christmas Walk-Greenfield 

Village  

2006 FMRC Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings & events for 
2006.  New information will be posted each month 

as events and dates are “firmed” up. Bold font represents 
club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for a 
Club event, please let a Board Member know!

Please participate in these events!

A Note from the Treasurer

All’s well here!  Swap Meet and Car Show revenues are 
coming in. These will replenish our account! 

 Steve Rohde
Treasurer

Don’t forget our 
Swap Meet & Car Show!

 
DEARBORN  ‘06

July 15 & 16 – Rain or Shine - $5/day
Swap Meet, Car Corral, & Car Show (Sunday)

All makes of cars & parts! 
Belleville: Wayne County Fairgrounds, I94 Exit 190 

For more info: Call Bob at 248-328-9113 or 
email: stevecarshow@aol.com

Ford & Mercury Restorers Club of America 
(www.fmrcoa.org)

 

 

Last Year’s Event!

new MeMBerS, cont. from page 4.
 

 Pat Mulligan

“I was born a ‘1965 model’ in 
Minneapolis, MN but grew up in 

Atlanta, GA.

My occupation is in toy and collectable 
licensing for Ford, Lincoln and Mercury 
as well as Ford tractors and airplanes.

I’m married to my lovely wife, Sara and 
we have 2 children, Lian who is six years 
old, and Gray who four years old.

My first car was a 1969 Ford Fairlane formal roof with a 302 2-
barrel and a vinyl roof.

I have no collector car right now but my friends are trying to solve 
that problem! However, I do have a 2003 SVT Focus that will be 
collectable someday!

My other hobbies are building model cars.

I Joined the FMRCOA because of the old cars and the friendly 
people.

If I could own any collector car other than a Ford, it would 
be a 1963 Volvo P1800S, because I have a very serious “Volvo 
Disorder!”

Annual Club Picnic
July 30, 2006

1 PM
John & Clara Hill’s Place

Please see page 12 of this newsletter.
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June Meeting Minutes 
of the 

FMRCOA
June 7, 2006

110 Members & Guests in Attendance!

Dave Gueterez discusses the 
Telegraph Cruise.

New member 
Gil Brueckner

25 year badge presented to Jack Krompatic (l) and certifi-
cate of appreciation to Larry Haase (r).

Mini-swap meet in the parking lot before the meeting.

I thought I was arriving early, but when I arrived at the parking 
lot the mini-swap meet was already well in progress. Some guys 

had money in their pockets and some had coveted parts cuddled 
under their arms, looking eagerly for more. It is a fun event and 
anticipated every year. Of course, it’s just a small drop in the bucket 
when compared to what’s coming in July!

The other parking lot had some nice oldies to be viewed. The gavel 
dropped at around 8:10 and the meeting convened with Bob’s 
statement of the club purpose. Guests were John Thompson, with a 
1970 Mustang fastback powered by a 351 Cleveland, and a 1951 

four-door. Gary Schreader has a 1940 Ford Deluxe coupe, and a 1941 
Ford Jeep. Gil Brueckner brings a Ford tractor into the mix. Gary 
Holmstrom was another guest, but I missed what his car was. Dave 
Gueterrez, always a welcome guest, spoke to us about the Telegraph 
cruise. All guests were encouraged to join our ranks. The head count 
revealed that there were 110 members and guests present!

We got a report on our members who are under the weather now. 
John Price’s son was teased a little for having somewhat less white 
hair than his dad. Jack Krompatic received his 25 year badge. Bob 
Gregory and Pat Mulligan both received their new member badges. 
Al Orloff gave his report about the Memorial Day parade. It went 
very well with quite a few cars participating. The May minutes were 
accepted and the treasurer’s report was read and also accepted. 

Larry Haase received his certificate of appreciation for all his hard 
work last year. 

Phil Lyon made an announcement about the Barn Show and took 
about twenty applications from members who will participate. We 
were reminded of several upcoming events including the cruise in 
Allen Park on June 21st and the Downriver Cruise on June 24th. In 
addition, the Automotive Hall of Fame will be having a by invitation 
only show on July 29th featuring cars made in Michigan between 

1946 and 1960. Fliers were available. Dave gave his presentation on 
the Telegraph Cruise that will take place on July 29th. We will again 
have the Oxford Lanes parking available for our club. 

We had an interesting show and tell session and the 50-50 raffle, 
followed by adjournment and snacks. 

Phil Lyon, Secretary

New member badges were presented to Bob Gregory (l) 
and Pat Mulligan (r).
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Frame with 60 HP V8. 

Overly working on clay model of car.

Lowell Overly in 1988

Henry Ford’s Plastic Car*

“I was 10 years old when my father took me to see Henry Ford’s 
plastic-bodied car on August 13, 1941 at Dearborn Days, an 

annual community festival,” 
remarked club member Dick 
Anderson as we chatted. “Then, 
about 40 years later an employee 
of mine, Paul Dreher, told me 
that he was there too. Paul also 
told me that his uncle, Lowell 
E. Overly, drove the car onto 
the field that day!”   It turns out 
that Henry Ford charged Lowell 
with the development of this 
“Soybean Car” as it was called.

Although most car enthusiasts think that the 1953 Chevrolet 
Corvette or the 1988 Pontiac Fiero were the first plastic-bodied 
vehicles, it was Henry Ford that created the first such vehicle.

One of Mr. Ford’s favorite themes was the utilization of farm 
products in the process of manufacturing. By 1938 soybean derived 
plastic was being used for dash knobs and interior trim at Ford. In 
fact, products as diverse as the coil cases to the beautiful enamels that 
were applied to the bodies were manufactured daily from soybean 
by-products. Mr. Ford had taken the lowly soybean and elevated it to 
an important raw material in the production of his automobi1es. 

The logical course for the utilization of soybeans to Mr. Ford was to 
try and make larger parts of his automobiles from them. The first 
application he experimented with was a plastic glove box door. Mr. 
Ford was very encouraged by this progress, and he was soon thinking 
of larger applications.

Lowell E. Overly started at Ford in 1925. He had graduated from 
high school in Ohio and came to Dearborn where his brother was 
working at Ford. His plans were to stay a year and return home 

and attend Ohio University. Instead, he enrolled in the Henry Ford 
Apprentice School and took engineering courses at night at the 
University of Detroit. With this background Mr. Overly was set to 
work doing tool design and eventually making the molds that were 
used for the soybean plastic parts.

In 1938 Mr. Overly was transferred to the Soybean Laboratories at 
Greenfield Village which still stands today. Henry Ford established 
the lab in 1929 to do chemical research on farm products. Robert 
(Bob) Boyer was in charge. 

Earlier, in 1931, Mr. 
Ford had settled on 
soybeans as having the 
most promise and Mr. 
Boyer soon designed 
equipment that 
pressed and ground 
the beans into oil and 
meal. He was even able 
to weave a cloth from 
soybean fiber and, in 
about 1937, Henry 
Ford often sported a necktie made from the fabric. Sometime in late 
1937 or early 1938 large sheets of soybean plastic were made and 
Mr. Ford was so proud of it that he would jump up and down on it 
and brag to reporters or anybody else that happened to be around 
that “. . . had that been sheet metal it would have been all bent out of 
shape.” Later a rear deck-lid made from the plastic was fitted to Mr. 
Ford’s car and he delighted in hitting it with an axe that he carried 
in the trunk. 

Satisfied with these results Mr. Ford gave orders to develop a small 
car with a plastic body. This assignment was given to the newly 
established Styling Department in the charge of E.T. (Bob) Gregorie 
with cooperation from the Soybean Laboratory. 

There were several reasons why Henry Ford wanted to build this car: 
1) He was looking for a project that would combine the fruits of 
industry with agriculture. 2) He claimed that the plastic panels made 
the car safer than traditional steel cars; and that the car could even 
roll over without being crushed. 3) There was a shortage of metal at 
the time. Henry hoped his new plastic material might replace the 

traditional metals used 
in cars.

Unfortunately, as is 
sometimes still the case 
today, the stylists created 
a design that was not 
manufacturable. Henry 
Ford ultimately assigned 
responsibility for the 
plastic car to Lowell 
Overly who continued 
to report to Bob Boyer. 
Henry Ford had taken 

an important project out of the normal channels of engineering 
and styling and made it the responsibility of one individual whose 
training was in die and tool design!

Henry Ford told Lowell to make a car that weighed less than 2000 

Bob Boyer, Henry Ford & Plastic Car in 1941 

* This story and the article “Henry’s Plastic Car,” which appeared 
in the March/April 1988 V8 Times were contributed by Dick 
Anderson. Additional references can be found in that article. Other 
material was adapted from the Benson Ford Research Center at The 
Henry Ford online (http://www.hfmgv.org/research/services/popu-
lartopics/SoybeanCar/).
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City.  He attended Cooley High School, and after graduation 
ventured to Chicago to attend college.  Upon completion of college, 
Uncle Sam was looking at Hank, so he joined the Air Force spending 
time first in Florida and then Korea…talk about culture shock!  
When four years in the Air Force 
were over, Hank returned to his 
hometown not to join the auto 
industry, but with the space 
program.

Upon his return to Motown, 
Hank went to work for Bendix 
Aerospace Systems Corp. where 
he worked as a designer on: the 
sun lunar package that eventually 
went to the moon, the minute 

Feature MeMBer  cont. from page 1 

Hank’s wife-to-be, Janet, sitting in 
the ‘54 in 1961.  They were married 
the following year.

of these would be a thrill, but Hank got involved with them all.  
Unfortunately the budget cuts in the mid 60’s put an end to his 
involvement with the space programs, so off to the auto industry for 
a new career.

As a Detroit native you had a choice of the big three, and Hank 
chose Ford.  He went to work for Ford Truck in Building #5 as a 
detailer.  Life was good at Ford so off to Stu Evens for the purchase 
of a brand new Cougar for the sum of $2,800. Life got even better 
on the 90th day as the boss gave him a raise, then on the 92nd day the 
reality of the auto industry hit home as he got a layoff notice.  Oh 
well, at least he was there long enough for the employee discount. 

The next stop on the auto industry bus line was Detroit Allison 
Diesel where Hank worked many years in the drafting department.  
However, in time this facility started changing hands a number of 
times, so Hank moved again, this time to wiring harness manufacturer 
Yazaki North America Inc., where he works as a program manager.

Hank is married to Janet, his wife of 44 years.  They have two 
children, a son Derek, and a daughter Elaine.  They also have a 
grandson Leo.  Plus, they also share a very special car…a Cadet blue 
1954 Ford convertible. You see, the first car Hank owned was a 1954 
Ford drop-top in Cadet blue. That is the car he had when he met, 
and dated Janet.  

Fast forward to 1984, Hank is the owner of a 1951 Chevrolet, 
and also joined FMRC.  Realizing that the Chevy stuck out like 
the proverbial sore thumb, he sold said Chevy and bought a 1951 
Ford from Art Cervi.  However lurking in the back of his mind was 
the long ago Cadet blue 54 Ford, so the search was on.  Finally, an 
identical Ford in Cadet blue was located and the restoration was on!  
For most of us our first car was hardly “cool”, and nothing we would 
seek out to restore.  But, Hank was one of the lucky ones his first car 
was not only “cool”, but now a few years later it is “really cool”!

Even though Hank spends a lot of time with his automotive hobby, 
there is another aspect of his collecting that we don’t see, Hank is also 
a hobbyist collecting “0” Gauge Lionel trains.  The train collection 
was started by his father when Hank was born.  He still has the two 
original sets purchased by his father for him in his train collection!  
Thanks to Hank, for letting me share his story. 

man project, and the Apollo 
projects.  To be a part of any one 

pounds. That was quite an assignment at the time because cars then 
were running about 3200 pounds. The final car came in at between 
2200 and 2300 pounds. Based upon discussions between Lowell 
Overly and Henry Ford the very unique concept of a unitized body 
evolved.  

• The frame, made of tubular steel, had 14 plastic panels 
attached to it. The exact ingredients of the plastic panels 
are unknown because no record of the formula exists today. 
One article claims that they were made from a chemical 
formula that, among many other ingredients, included 
soybeans, wheat, hemp, flax and ramie; while the man 
who was instrumental in creating the car, Lowell E. Overly, 
claims it was “…soybean fiber in a phenolic resin with 
formaldehyde used in the impregnation” .

• After being exhibited at Dearborn Days in 1941, the car 
was trucked to the Michigan State Fair Grounds for display 
later that year.

• The outbreak of World War II suspended all auto 
production, and, therefore, the plastic car experiment. A 
second unit was in production at the time the war broke 
out, but the project was abandoned. By the end of the war 
the idea of a plastic car had fallen through the cracks due 
to energy being directed towards war recovery efforts.

• According to Overly, the car was destroyed by E.T. 
Gregorie. 

• The famous picture of Henry Ford (below) hitting a car 
with an ax is not a picture of the soybean car. It was actually 
Ford’s personal car with a plastic rear deck lid made to fit 
it. He liked to demonstrate the strength of the plastic, and 
the ax he used would fly out of his hands, about 15 ft. (a 
rubber boot was placed on the sharp end of the ax) into the 
air.

Fast forward now to the early eighties. “After I found out about 
Lowell Overly, I asked Paul (his nephew) about getting him to talk 
at a FMRCOA Meeting,” said Dick Anderson. “Paul told me that 
Lowell isn’t a ’public speaker.’ But I told Paul that we were a group of 
car guys like him! Ultimately Lowell did give a very interesting talk 
at one of our meetings in the early eighties,” he continued. What an 
interesting story!

Ford strikes his plastic decklid!

http://www.hfmgv.org/research/services/populartopics/SoybeanCar/images/acc.1660_188.28273_ax.jpg
http://www.hfmgv.org/research/services/populartopics/SoybeanCar/images/acc.1660_188.28273_ax.jpg
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Dave Gutierrez at Meeting

Your Ad Could Go Here!

Contact Phil Lyon at 734.422.0595               
   pjlyon39@peoplec.com 

Dillie’s Story:  Part VI I --  Steve Restores 
Dillie*
by Steve Farley

* This is the seventh and last part of the story of Steve’s 1911 Model 
T Touring that is based on fact and information gathered through his 
extensive research. It is told in the style of Personification—the car 
being the “l” person. 

Dillie 

As we left, I had a strange and exciting feeling to be heading back to 
Michigan where I had only been for a few hours when I first was 

assembled. And for the first time in 88 years, I was heading west. I 
was wondering if I’d get to pass by any of my old homes like the Buck 

farm or Manly’s house. How 
I missed that one. I could 
still hear the cows and smell 
the straw and hay. I could 
even smell the corn silage 
in the fall. I could hear the 
milkers running below as I 
sat in my parking spot on 
the second floor. 

It was warm when we 
left Cape Cod late in the 

afternoon, about 69 degrees. The trailer actually rode quite well for a 
homemade welded concoction. We drove well into the dark. Steve got 
a motel and left me out in the parking lot in view of his room window. 
He kept looking out the window to make sure no one was getting too 
friendly with me, I guess. We were off bright and early the next morning. 
The temperature had dropped to about 40 degrees that night and didn’t 
seem to be coming up any. After a few hours I started to see a few tiny 
snowflakes, the temperature still falling. By noon, it was a good steady 
snow. By 2:00, it was a hard snow with traffic slowing. The plows came 
out and so did the salt trucks! We kept going slower, and by 3:00 we finally 
came to a stop. We were on a bridge in a complete “white out” with no 
one moving for a few hours! I was covered with salty ice and snow. This 
is what happened when the McGhee’s took me across New York going 
the other direction. The weather was so bad that I couldn’t see any of 
my old homes, but I did recognize Buffalo. 

We went into Canada and drove all night. When we got into Michigan, 
there was no snow and no one there seemed to even know about the storm 
we just went through. When we got to Steve’s hometown, he stopped 
at a car wash and sprayed me over and over with hot soapy water, my 
seats, top, and everything, trying to get off the salt and ice. Boy, I was 
going down hill fast. Was I now going to be a member of The Beverly 
Hillbillies? The end had to come sometime. When we got to my new 
home, at 4:30 A.M., it was in the country as I had suspected. It was a 
small house, with a large pole barn. That’s when it happened. I was 
unloaded and pushed into the house! I thought Beverly Hills was in 
California! At this point I just gave up and went to sleep. The furnace 
felt good.

The next day I was thoroughly cleaned and work began on my brass. Steve 
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had to bake the clear coating off to work on the finish underneath. Within 
a week my left headlight was completed. Every dent and scratch gone and 
polished until it looked like a diamond on a glass tray. Wow! Within 
three months most of the brass was done the same way. It was put back 
on me and I was pushed outside for a “before” picture, then pushed back 
in. Almost immediately I was being taken apart, and I mean all the way. 
Just like at Clarence’s. At this point I don’t remember anything. Just like 
before I was built.

Hi, this is Steve Farley. To bring this story up to date, 
I’ve had a lot of fun and spent many hours writing, E-

mailing, phoning, and visiting my 1911’s past owners, or their families. 
I found the shipping statements at the Ford Archives and also learned a 
lot of small technical information there. I never thought I’d make it so far 
back, tracing its history. I’ve located, contacted, corresponded, or visited 
every past owner or their families in an attempted to piece together an 
accurate story of this car’s history. I’ve picked the minds of guys like 
John Regan, Bill Barth, Trent Boggis, Bruce McCalley, Steve Hubert, 
Les Sumner, Hans Jens, Mark Durst, Don Hess, and Kim Dobbins, 
for restoration accuracy. I’ve done the restoration myself, including 
bodywork, painting, and horsehair stuffed leather. The restoration article 
and cover photo is on Model T Times magazine #327, September 2003.  
I finished the restoration just in time for Fords 100 year celebration, and 
the Stynoski judging at The Model T Ford Club International’s 2003 
annual tour. Ford put the car in front of the World Headquarters Building 
in the Centennial Circle to represent 1911. The car also won the Stynoski 
trophy at the MTFCI later that summer and to top it off I received a call 
from John Stynoski himself, for I had mentioned I wanted to meet him. 
We all got to see him the following summer at the 2004 convention.

Twin Lakes Park 1952. An old stone quarry that was abandoned when they 
struck underground water.  It became a favorite spot for summer fun and 
underage beer drinking.  If my memory serves me correctly, it was somewhere 
just west of Telegraph road between Flat Rock and Monroe. Seated behind 
the wheel of this 1950 beauty is your O’Kelley host at the Ford & Mercury 
Restorers Club monthly meetings.  You can tell by the haircut.  The car was 
strictly stock except for a pure white custom ragtop, bullnose hood strip, 
Blue Dot taillights, and Eze-Eye headlight shields.  Paint color was metallic 
maroon, interior was deep red and black leather.  Had the car stored in the 
garage while I was in the U.S.army. My brother, who was in the Navy at the 
same time came home on leave and needed some wheels for a hot date.  He 
got the keys and proceeded to get in an accident where the car was totaled. It 
was sold for parts and I never saw it again.  Boo-Hoo!-- Charlie

Charlie Makaroff’s Car!
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Annual Club Picnic
Sunday July 30, 2006

1 PM
John & Clara Hill’s Place
10434 Homestead Lane

Plymouth, MI 48170

FORD & MERCURY
RESTORERS CLUB

OF AMERICA®

Please bring a dish to pass of your choice. The 
main dish & beverages are furnished by the Club!  

B.Y.O.B.

     Drive your car!                    Everyone is welcome!
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The Interstate Highway System Turns 50*

* This article was adapted from the DOT Anniversary Website 
(www.fhwa.dot.gov/interstate/homepage.cfm) and the Wikipedia 
Encyclopedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interstate_highway). 
These sources contain considerably more information about the 
Interstate Highway System.

Boulder being moved in 1959 in Wisconsin 
to build I94.

The Interstate Highway System.

as complete in 1991 with the removal of the last traffic signal on 
Interstate 90 in Wallace, Idaho. The initial cost estimate for the system 
was $25 billion over twelve years; it ended up costing $114 billion, 
taking 35 years to complete.

The numbering scheme for the Interstate Highway System is well 
defined. Within the continental United States, primary 
Interstates are given one- or two-digit route numbers. East-
west highways are assigned even numbers, and north-south 
highways are assigned odd-numbers. Numbers divisible 
by 5 are intended to be major among the primary routes, 
carrying traffic long distances. Auxiliary Interstate Highways 
are given three-digit route numbers, which consist of a 
single digit prefixed to the two-digit number of a primary 

Interstate highway.

As he looked back on his two terms in office, former President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower said of the Interstate System that, “More than any 
single action by the government since the end of the war, this one 
would change the face of America.”  The Interstate System, as President 
Eisenhower predicted, did change the face of America—not simply by 
altering the landscape during construction, but by supporting changes 
that transformed our society in the second half of the 20th century.

One of the more dramatic changes since the 1950s involves the 
geographic distribution of our population.  These include the “sunbelt 
shift” of population, with over 90% of national growth in the eighties 
going to the South and the West.  The South and West now have 
more than 56% of the nation’s population.” Likewise, since 1950 

metropolitan areas have grown from 56% of national population to 
80%. 

During the signing ceremony on October 15, 1966, for the legislation 
creating the U.S. Department of Transportation, President Lyndon 
B. Johnson said, “In large measure, America’s history is a history of 
her transportation.”  The broader changes in our society during the 
Interstate decades, were not caused by the Interstates, but the efficiency 
and flexibility of our transportation network—with the Interstates as 
the backbone—supported the shifts and helped society absorb such 
drastic changes while becoming stronger and more cohesive than ever.  
As President Johnson’s observation suggests, the history of the past 
50 years is, in part, a history of the Dwight D. Eisenhower National 
System of Interstate and Defense Highways and how it has joined 
with the broader forces of society to change the face of America.     

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Interstate Highway 
System. That system has been called the Greatest Public Works 

Project in History.  From the day President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower signed the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956, 
the Interstate System has been a part of our culture—as 
construction projects, as transportation in our daily lives, 
and as an integral part of the American way of life.  Every 
citizen has been touched by it, if not directly as motorists, 
then indirectly because every item we buy has been on the 
Interstate System at some point.  President Eisenhower 
considered it one of the most important achievements of his two 
terms in office, and historians agree.

Although the signing of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 did 
make page one of The New York Times on June 30, it wasn’t the day’s 
big story. The big front page story was: POLISH RIOT LASTS INTO 
SECOND DAY; 38 DEAD, 270 HURT.  But perhaps the biggest 
story of the day occurred in White Plains, New York, where Marilyn 
Monroe married Arthur Miller!

The Times article, Eisenhower Signs Road Bill; Weeks Allocates 1.1 
Billion, began:

President Eisenhower set into motion a record $33,480,000,000 
road-building program today by signing the .. bill that Congress sent 
him Tuesday. …..The main feature of the program is a 41,000-mile 
network of limited-access roads linking 90 percent of all cities with 
populations of more than 50,000.  The Federal Government will 
distribute $25,000,000,000 among the states over the next thirteen 
years to meet 90 percent of the cost.”

Viewers settling down at home for television that night would have 
chosen from such programs as: “Our Miss Brooks,” starring Eve 
Arden, and  “Life of Riley,” starring William Bendix.  

The Interstate Highway System, as of October 2002, had a total length 
of 46,726 miles. In Michigan there are 12 Interstate Highways: 69, 
75, 94, 96, 294, 196, 275, 375, 475, 496, 675, and 696.

The first decade of Interstate construction was the most intense period 
of road building in 
history.  Half of the 
Interstate System as 
then designated was 
open by the end of 
1966.

Construction on the 
Interstate Highway 
system continues, it 
was officially regarded 
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   For Sale 

1927 Ford roadster pickup, no rust, sheet metal only. Complete. 
Roger, 517-282-4738.

Fuel injection for 302 engine. Brand new, cheap. Paul Conforto 
313-801-8131.

Chrome valve covers for 302-351 W $40.  also various new radios 
313-563-1892 or 734 -942-6901.

Classic Car Storage (year around) - Large T type hanger with 
cement floor covered with rubber vinyl floor mats.  Hanger is located 
at Willow Run Airport. Electricity, water, and lounge with restroom 
provided. 24 hour access with excellent security.  As low as $65.00 
per month. Call Al Orloff (734-432-9308) or Joe Bugeia (313-562-
7524) for more details.

1971 Mercury Monterey – 4 Door – Hdtp; No Vinyl Top. A 
remarkable totally original immaculate survivor; Near flawless 
inside and out. 39,000 original miles – automatic - power steering 
- power brakes - cold A/C - AM radio – 351ci-V8.  Lots of original 
documents and some awards.  $12,600 or best offer.  Contact Paul 
at (818) 957-8626 or (818) 720-2835. (Paid ad.)

1947 Ford Pickup from South Dakota. Only surface rust.. w 350 
Chevy w THM350 & posi rear, Vega steering box, and new Speedway 
disc brakes in front. I started to make this into a rod but lost interest. 
Comes with original powertrain too! Over $3200 invested. $2500 
obo.  1937 Buick Special. Straight & complete. Would make a super 
rod! $1400 obo.  Steve Rohde 734-717-5444

CAR LOVER’S DREAM 2500 SF 2-story w/3-4 bedrooms on 
2.48 acres in ROCHESTER HILLS with a 50x26 2-story garage, 
upper level for storage/parts. Home has been completely remodeled. 
1st floor master bedroom & 2nd bedroom/den. 2 bedrooms up with 
full bath, 11 skylights. $325,000 Call JIM LEAHY 248-646-8606, 
RE/MAX in the Hills Realtors (paid ad).

30-31 firewall, front crossmember, and decklid. Cole, 810-735-
1671.

Cardboard insulator on the inside of the firewall, 41-48 Ford or 
Mercury. Bill Large 586-667-4790

1941 Ford pickup hood ornament. John Macyda 313-563-7829.

For 1970 Mercury Monterey– any parts, sheet metal to interior. 
Scott. 734-770-8519.

Ford Ranger pickup bed and tailgate, long, 83-88 Roger 517-282-
4738.

Holman and Moody speed equipment. Also any new logo T-shirts. 
Roger, 517-282-4738.

Left side exhaust manifold for 1950 Ford V8 for Dual exhaust. 
John Miller, 586-756-4279. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Wanted 
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   For Sale 
not appear cracked, $50 Bob Griffeth 248-349-1107 

64 Merc Comet Caliente Conv Black with white top PB,PS, 200 
CID 6 cyl Auto trans red interior older restoration great condition 
Don 810-220 0419 (Brighton) $12,500  

4 speed top loader trans short shaft $ 300 Jerry Worful. Home 4 
1973 Mustang left rear view mirror and spotlight make offer. Clara. 
313-383-9380

4 speed top loader trans short shaft $ 300 Jerry Worful. Home 
313-271-2017 Work 313-598-3118

72 Montego Cyclone ram air 429 4V 3.35 trac lock, cg green ext 
white int bucket seats. PS, PB, air, console, mag 500’s ex Ford test 
vehicle, Monti report, $35000 OBO or trade HP things Aaron 313-
231-9292

73 Maverick Grabber 302 V8 auto excellent shape, needs TLC 
Paul home 586-677-1505 work 586-986-5340

49 Ford hood and hood ornament $125,   49 Ford lower grille 
molding $25, 4 G78 x14 WW (2 1/4) bias tires and wheels $100 
Peter Morris 734- 482-7414

2 8BA crankshafts $50 each, Model 59 block assy. (Stuck) does 
not appear cracked, $50 Bob Griffeth 248-349-1107 

64 Merc Comet Caliente Conv Black with white top PB,PS, 200 
CID 6 cyl Auto trans red interior older restoration great condition 
Don 810-220 0419 (Brighton) $12,500  

4-4 lug chrome 14” wheels w/ wire baskets and spinners, raised 
white letter tires $50 for all Don 810 220-0419

1966 Mercury Parklane 4 Dr hardtop no rust California car 34,000 
miles, PS, PB, PW, tilt wheel and air, new carb, battery and gas tank 
, like new interior, $4000 C J Rivers 248-446- 1534

1940 Ford Convertible project car All the unique convertible parts are 
there. Complete Le Baron Bonney leather interior kit still boxed, plus 
new canvas top and back window complete floor pan from Colorado “ 
some assembly required” $20,000 Jim Ullery 734-729-3284

F100 steering gear and shaft, 351C 71-73 Mustang H pipe good 
condition, 351 C cast iron 4bbl intake, exhaust manifold heat shield, 
front sway bar, front bumper reinforcement, front lower valance panel, 
instrument cluster gauges. Misc. small parts including locks, keys, 
brackets. SW oil temp gauge NIB. CJ Jeep soft top and full soft doors new 
in the box, Ford AM/FM cassette radio. Bill Gipperich 586-795-3344.

Four 15” x 6” 5 bolt Ford wheels,  Bob Haas 248-437-9915 

390 4V FE engine parts Aaron Bonsell 734-451-7636

57,58,59 Ford NOS parts Howard, 734-944-6930

•
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