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Feature Vehicle of the Month: 
1952 Mercury Custom 2-Door 

     Owned by 
    Darrell Harding

Junkyard Tour Includes a Piano Concert!

Interior View Showing Beautiful Accessory Steering Wheel

Bob & Chris Zimmerman & Louis Ironside

Continued on page 7. Continued on page 4.

Although Darrell has only owned his car for a few months, he 
has known the car for over 25 years while it belonged to a good 

friend in Ohio.  “My friend is a great mechanic who totally restored 
the car,” Darrell stated.

The light blue super mint Merc is very low mileage and has won 
many trophies. It scored over 970 points out of  1000 at a recent 
Early Ford V-8 Club event!

Darrell’s  Custom 2-Door has 21 factory options including a special 
accessory steering wheel, a rear window defogger, a rear speaker, 
exhaust deflectors, and overdrive.

Roy & Eldora Mulligan

Aerial View of Bob’s Auto Parts

Special Membership Drive Edition

It was a beautiful Saturday morning in late October as 75-80 
members and guests of the Club attended the junkyard tour 

organized by Bob Guetschow and augmented by Bob Haas.

Our first stop was Bob’s Auto Parts junkyard in Fostoria, MI just 
north of Lapeer.  The yard covers 30 acres and has about 2500 cars 
in it from the 20’s through the 70’s.  In addition, there are 71 school 

buses and 16 mobile 
homes that are 
full of automotive 
parts.  And only 
Bob knows where 
everything is!  In 
the store there is a 
wealth of auto parts 
and collectibles for 
sale.

The yard was 
started in 1958 by 
Bob Zimmerman 

and his charming wife of 50 years, Chris. Back then Bob and Chris 
lived in an apartment over the store, which was a gas station. They 
dealt in salvage, scrap, new 
and used auto parts, and 
rented tools.  By the early 
60’s a decision was made 
to focus only on antique 
vehicles.

Bob’s customers are about 
75% from Michigan, and 
25% from elsewhere – 
including outside the US.  
“We once sold an early 
60’s Chrysler convertible 
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The FMRC Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Your Board officers and Editors take extra effort to 
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events 

found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your 
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon your ad editor.  For 
more information on becoming a member go to   http://
www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRC Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Editors  Message

As you can see there are two more pages in this month’s newsletter! 
These pages contain a FMRCOA Application/Renewal form, 

and a letter that was drafted by the New Member Welcoming 
Committee, Mike Riemenschneider, and the Board. Please feel free 
to duplicate the application and letter and pass them on to people 
who might be interested in joining the club. 

This month I’d like to thank Darrell Harding for providing the 
feature car material, Lowell Reams for the technical article on wiring, 
and Bill Gipperich for the article on removing an engine with fellow 
club members. 

Next month we’ll have a featured member article again, and 
some other interesting materials have come in.  To continue this 
momentum, however, we really do need more materials from you 
guys including featured members and featured cars. Articles on your 
various projects and car shows/trips would also be great!  Likewise, 
if you see an article of interest, clip it and send it to me. More “how 
to”/technical articles like Lowell’s this month would be great!  Just 
give me a call (734.717.5444), email me, or put something in the 
mailbox – we’ll work on it together and it doesn’t take much time 
on your part! Consider the 20th of the month as a deadline for 
getting announcements or other materials to me for that month’s 
newsletter. 

Finally, I’d like to thank my wife, Deborah, for proofreading this 
month’s newsletter. She always catches things that I miss so you 
won’t have to see them!

Thanks for your support!

Steve Rohde, Editor
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
November 2005 

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS

On Saturday, October 29th, the club sponsored a garage tour in 
the Lapeer, Michigan area.  We started in the morning at Bob’s 

Auto Parts, which is located at the corner of State Highways M24 
and M90, about 13 miles north of Lapeer.  Bob’s Auto Parts is owned 
and operated by Bob Zimmerman.  Bob has a good size yard of 
approximately 25-30 acres and about 2000 cars and trucks from the 
20’s through the 70’s.  Bob was born in Detroit and bought a gas 
station with the acreage at the present location in 1958.   As time 
went by, the gas station was closed and the business evolved to a junk 
yard.  We had a great time exploring the yard for what cars and parts 
caught our fancy.  Bob tells me that he enjoyed having our club out 
to his place and are welcome to come back.

We then moved down M24 about 5 miles to Roy Montgomery’s 
place.  Roy does mechanical restorations on old cars, primarily 
engines.  He also sells NOS and used Ford parts and buys and sells 
some classic cars.  Roy has some old V8’s in his collection with a ’32 
Phaeton and’33 Cabriolet that come to mind, but he has other cars 
that guys were interested in looking at.  

Bob Haas asked a couple of CVA members to open up their garages 
with a stop first at Steve Farley’s, who had a couple of Model T’s and 
an assortment of cars up to the sixties.  Steve virtually does all his 
own work and puts out some high quality stuff.

Gary Dixon, one of our Swap Meet vendors, helped me arrange for 
lunch at Calvelli’s in downtown Lapeer.  Calvelli’s specializes in a 
50’s car décor and a variety of open face burgers that make a menu 
of tasty meals.  Everyone seemed to enjoy their lunches, and enjoyed 
it even more when the club picked up the tab.

Our last stop was at Ken Vanniman’s.  Ken is a former member and 
collects a variety of 50’s era cars, primarily Fords.

Approximately 80 members and guests participated and many of 
them expressed their satisfaction with the tour and the lunch at 
Calvelli’s.  I want to thank Bob Zimmerman, Roy Montgomery, 
Steve Farley, Ken Vanniman, Gary Dixon, Bob Haas and Lou 
Ironside for their help and cooperation with me in putting on this 
memorable tour.  I also want to thank all of you members who came 
out and helped make the tour the big success that it was.  Another 
note on this, we picked up 4 new members at this event.

Don’t forget the Dinner Dance on December 3rd.  I hope to see 
many of you there.  Any last minute details, call John Hill at 734-
455-8611.

Holiday Nites, the Christmas Club event at Greenfield Village, on 
December 10th, is moving along well with 110 adults and 20 children 
registered as of this writing.  There is still time to join us.  Call me at 
248-328-9113 and we will welcome you aboard.  In 2003 and 2004 

I registered 151 and 154 participants respectively.  So I think we 
should reach a new high this year.

On a sad note, we mark the passing of Shirley Macnicol, wife of 
member Bill Macnicol.  Our sincere condolences go out to the 
family.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to wish all of you a very 
happy and safe holiday season.

Remember, Bob Haas and the Marines will be present for “Toys for 
Tots” at the next meeting.  Please bring a new, unwrapped toy for 
the kids.  So…..

Don’t forget the next meeting at the K of C Hall on December 7th 
at 8pm.

Till next time

Bob Guetschow

Terry Coates (Linda)
4400 Van Dyke
Almont, MI 48003
810-614-0167
1951 Ford
1966 Ford Thunderbird

Laurence Gardner (Brenda)
203 Matchwood Dr. 
Prudenville, MI 48651
989-366-0570
1956 Mercury Montclair Conv.
1979 Ford Ranchero

Dennis Kemle
5890 Shea Rd.
Marine City, MI 48039
1957 Ford F-100 Custom Pickup

Ron Lee 
32516 Bock 
Garden City, MI 48135 
734-261-0539 
1964 Ford Galaxie 500 XL 

Bill Sulak 
24033 New York
Dearborn, MI 48124
313-565-2591
1974 Lincoln Mark IV
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to a fellow from Sweden who was in the UP on business,” remarked 
Chris as we chatted.  “Subsequently a fellow from England called 
about the same car.  When I told him that the car had been sold to 
the gentleman from Sweden, he said “….those Swedes buy all the 
Chryslers!” Another really nice car that they sold was a 1937 Packard 
Phaeton.

Bob was interested in cars and scrap since he was 5 years old when 
he followed his grandfather in a wagon in alleys looking for scraps to 
patch their car.  Bob and Chris have 2 sons who live in the area and 
a daughter, Robin, who lives in Chicago.    Their son, Bob, owns 2 
auto parts stores; and their son, Mark, owns a recycling and disposal 
business.  Guess it runs in the family!

Next we headed down Lapeer Rd. to Roy Mulligan’s place.  Roy, 
who has been married to 
Eldora for 55 years (these 
businesses must be good 
for marriages!), started 
his business in 1961.  
He represents such parts 
companies as Snyder’s, 
YearOne, Gaslight, and 
Vintage Ford.  Nestled in 
several buildings, Roy has 

about a dozen cars some of which are quite rare.    When asked about 
the cars he has owned, Roy fondly reminisced about the ’34 coupe 
he owned in 1950.

At this point on our tour, Bob Haas added another destination 
before lunch: Steve Farley’s place 
in Lapeer.  Steve has beautifully 
restored a number of Ford cars 
including 3 Model T’s.  In fact, 
he began his hobby in 1960 when 
he restored a Model T.  Steve’s 
1911 T was the Sunday Grand 
Champion at this year’s Old Car 
Festival in Greenfield Village!  
More significantly, according to 

Steve, the T won the prestigious Stynoski trophy at Ford’s 100th 
celebration in 2003!

Steve’s garage is 
immaculate and the 
walls are decorated 
with some beautiful 
“artwork”.   He tells 
the story of a scheduled 
visit of a busload of 
children with their 
priest and nuns to see 
his cars.  As he was 

JUNKYARD TOUR

ct’d. from page 1 

Steve’s Grand Champion 1911 T

One of Roy’s Beauties

A Note from the Treasurer

All’s well here – another relatively slow month!  
Dues are starting to come in.  And by the time you 

read this they certainly will be needed to replenish the  
Treasury  after the Dinner-Dance! Please send your 
dues in using the membership application on page 10.  
Thanks much! 

Steve Rohde
Treasurer

opening the doors he remembered the artwork.  Being quick on his 
feet, Steve told the visitors that he had inadvertently just had the 
place fumigated and they could not enter at this point!  We didn’t 
have that problem on Saturday!

Professionally Steve is a TV repairman and a piano tuner.  He also is 
a concert pianist who has played at Disney World!  He and his wife, 
Kathey, invited us in to hear Steve on the keyboard.  What a treat 
– we all enjoyed it!  

Next, hungry and a bit tired of being on our feet, we drove to Cavelli’s 
in downtown Lapeer.  The Club basically took over the small bar and 
grill where the food (particularly the burgers) was very good!

After lunch a number of Club members drove to Ken Vanniman’s 
place, a side trip arranged by Bob Haas. Ken, a former Club member, 
owns a 56 Sunliner convertible, a 56 Crown Victoria Custom, and a 
54 Ford  with only 11K original miles on it!

 

Steve in  Front of One of His Cars

Steve Giving FMRCOA Members Culture!

Lunch at Cavelli’s
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The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old 
car or truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested 

in how you came about finding your vehicle of choice, 
and what you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or 
mechanical condition. Simply mail or email us your article 
accompanied with a photo to:

PHIL LYON
pjlyon39@peoplepc.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
34945 Elmira

Livonia Mi. 48150
734.422.0595

or
VIC HOLLINGSHEAD

ROTUNDA TIMES
21104 Robinson

Farmington Hills, MI 48336
248.474.4356

YOUR CAR!

Club Meetings
The FMRC meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Knights of Columbus Patrick O’Kelley Hall in Dearborn 
(313.278.5600).  Refreshments are served after the meet-
ing!
Come and bring a friend! 

Diverse & Unusual November 
Show & Tell  Items! 

Bob Haas showed us an anti skid device called Gyro-matic.  It 
gets bolted to the floor or frame in the rear of the car and makes 

the car more manageable when making sharp turns, (maybe!) 

Next, John Miller showed us a flyer from Dearborn ‘82 which he 
donated to our archives. Thanks John. 

Mike Fontana brought in a number of Armor-All products which 
he donated to the 50-50 drawing. He also showed a 1932 Ford 
educational poster from Ford showing a 32 engine. 

Bill Large proudly showed us a N.O.S. 1946 Mercury steering wheel 
which he purchased at Hershey.   

I showed a new exhaust manifold/water heater for a flathead V8. 
Most of the members present had never seen one. 

Bob Haas circulated a collection of photos from our recent garage 
tour. 

Phil Lyon displayed a collection of posters and pictures of Ford 
products he has collected through the years. 

Former FMRCOA president Joe Newland showed us a copy of the 
Fairlane Club’s publication that 
had some pictures of his car. He 
has two Fairlanes.    

Thanks everyone, and remember 
to bring something next month 
to show. Starting next month 50-
50 tickets will be $1.00 each or 
six for $5.00. 

                             Thanks, 
Harry McAuliffe       
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Greenfield Village. Participants can look forward to fireworks, Model 
T rides, lots of warming fires, and an excellent time. 

Scott Strangeland then gave us lots of information about the 
Michigan “No Collector Car Left Behind Bill” (House bill # 4362) 
and suggested that we write our Congressmen in support of the 
bill. Many members signed the petition in favor of this bill at the 

meeting. Essentially, it appears that the bill will create additional 
collector car registration classes for cars that are collectible but under 
25 years old.  There was quite a lively discussion! More information 
to follow.

Mike Fontana and Gene Johnson are looking into a trip to a military 
museum down around Monroe, with some side trips planned to 
Cabelas, and a small museum with some old hit and miss engines 
and other interesting items.

Steve played an interesting DVD that he actually had put together 
for the last Dinner Dance in January but was not shown there since 
the DVD player was broken! The DVD contained some footage from 
FMRCOA activities in the early 90’s as well as historical footage of 
Ford Motor Company.  Stay tuned for more…  

Harry ran his Show and Tell which is described elsewhere in this issue, 
and we had our 50-50 drawing and adjourned for refreshments. 

                                                                  Respectfully submitted, 

Phil Lyon

The parking lot was a tad sparse when it came to collector cars 
this month . This probably means that the inevitable winter 

months are almost upon us. The gavel was struck by President 
Guetschow at 7:00 pm, and the meeting got underway. Among the 
guests and prospective members were Terry Coates with a 1951 Ford 
Club Coupe, Ron Lee with a 1964 Ford Galaxie convertible, Stew 
Phillips with a 1930 Model A coupe, and Tom Melchose with a 1928 
Model A.  Another guest and our speaker for the evening was Scott 
Stangeland, a lobbyist for Haggerty insurance. Clara Mooradian, our 
official head counter, came up with 94 people present. 

Bob announced the sad news that Bill MacNichol’s wife, Shirley, 
passed away, and that a contribution to Lighthouse Hospice has 

been made in her honor by the Club. 

The welcoming committee was thanked for drafting a nice letter to 
be presented to new members upon joining our Club. This letter can 
also be used for recruiting new members. (It appears on page 8 of 
this newsletter.)

Bob gave a report on the junkyard tour which was a real success, 
with over 75 members and guests participating. We had near perfect 
weather, a nice lunch sponsored of by the Club, lots of good stuff 
to look at, and we picked up four new members. This brings our 
membership up  to 282 members!

Bob Haas passed out flyers for Toys for Tots and encouraged us 
to remember to bring our toys to the December meeting. It was 
mentioned that they are sometimes short on toys for children in the 
ten to fourteen age group. 

Our President has again arranged the Holiday Nights outing at 

November Meeting Minutes 
of the 

FMRCOA
November 2, 2005

 50/50 Tickets Being Sold at November Meeting

Scott Strangeland Explaining Legislation

Video Playing (L) Using Club Equipment (R)
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Since the car is in great condition, it requires only minor work. 
Currently Darrell is having the headliner and door panels replaced. 

He plans to primarily drive the car to Club events. “The car drives 
like a dream,” commented Darrell about his 255.4 cubic inch, 125 
HP beauty!

Darrell loves flatheads and owned a 36 Ford 4dr convertible that he 
sold in 2003 after buying it from Jimmie Stewart 25 years earlier. He 
fondly reminisced about that car while we spoke and indicated that 
he wishes he hadn’t sold it.  How many of us feel that way too about 
a car that we owned!

Darrell is a retired truck driver. He drove a truck for Kroger for almost 
30 years before retiring in 1997.  Before that he drove for UPS where 
he also held management positions. Darrell lives in Dearborn with 
his wife, Joanie.  They have two daughters and a son.

“I like the guys in Club and have made some good friendships there!” 
remarked Darrell – a 30 year FMRCOA member!

Feature Vehicle, 
ct’d. from page 1 

 Rear Window View Showing Defoggers and Speakers

Addendum to September’s Feature Vehicle

Besides Village Ford, Mark Hamilton’s drag Mustang has eight 
other sponsors:

• Dearborn Auto Restoration
• Fluid System Braid Line Hoses
• Jiffy Lube
• G & G Quality Construction
• Great Lakes Towing
• Michigan Mobile Glass Trim
• Exotic Coating 
• Booster Dewey Brake Boosters

In 1949:
U.S. Population stands at 149,188,130

Life expectancy for a child born in 1949 is 68.0 years
Cost of a First Class stamp is $.03
Unemployment is at 3.8%
The NY Yankees beat the the Brooklyn Dodgers  in the World Series  
The first Emmy Awards are handed out 
Cable television debuts
Milton Berle hosts the first telethon.
The 45rpm record is introduced in the U.S.
“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer” is introduced by Gene Autry.
The Soviet Union begins testing atomic weapons.
A new beginning for the peacetime American auto industry

Once the war was over, times were good. Prosperity was at every 
corner as Americans were spending money earned in a booming 
economy on everything from homes to automobiles. But buyers 
were tired of looking at cars that were, for the most part, re-trimmed 
carryover 1942 models. Throughout the country, everything was 
new and fresh — except the inventory on dealer’s showroom floors. 

Buyers wanted better. And by 1949, the Motor City had had enough 
time to work on new designs, and the automakers responded with 

updated styling and 
innovation for the 
first time in seven 
years. Almost every 
make and model was 
something completely 
different (at least in 
outward appearance) 
from its predecessor.

To say Ford set the 
automotive styling 
world on its ear in 

1949 would be an understatement. The 1949 Ford was new in nearly 
every aspect, from its innovative, ultra-modern slab-sided styling 
(suicide rear doors on four-door models were gone as well) to new 
and greatly improved suspensions replacing the dated transverse rear 
springs with longitudinal units. Founding father, Henry Ford, was 
dead, and with him, many of the now past-their-prime ideas that 
had lingered at FoMoCo.

With the passing of Henry Ford came a rebirth at Ford Motor 
Company that was never more evident than in the 1949 model. 
The new Ford was shorter and lower than previous models, and the 
buying public took to the sleek new car immediately. It was still only 
a Ford, but the styling suggested it was a more luxurious and upscale 
car than the price would belie. While only two models were offered, 
Ford and Custom, each was divided in half as Ford Six and Ford V-
8, as well as Custom Six and Custom V-8 choices. The 226ci, 95hp 
L-Head six and 239ci, 100hp V-8 from the previous years were both 
retained. Sales figures from

Ford show total combined passenger car production, Ford and 
Custom, sixes and V8s, at 1,118,740 units — just ahead of 
Chevrolet.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ford’s Entry into the Class of  ‘49*

* Adapted from Cars & Parts August 2005.
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2005 FMRC Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the table of meetings & events for 2005.  New in-
formation will be posted each month as events and dates 

are firmed up.  Stay tuned for the 2006 calendar! Bold font 
represent Club functions.

Dec. 3 Dinner Dance
Dec. 7 Club Meeting: Bring Toys for Tots
Dec. 10 Christmas Walk-Greenfield Village  

Please participate in these events!

Classified, continued from page 15. 

Classified
October 2005

For Sale 
 1934 11/2 ton Ford truck chassis, engine, trans, suspension, no 

wheels or tires, $750 Roger 517-468-1690
Model T roadster pickup, complete. Disassembled, no rust, rebuilt 

engine $4500 Roger 517-468-1690

Ford 2005 truck rims 17” chrome, new with caps. $150 Roger 
517-468-1690 

Mustang new ragtop rebuild 2.3 4 cyl and auto trans. From Florida 
$2350 734-323-791 8 or 734- 451- 0321 

1967-68 NOS Cadillac hubcaps, $500/ set Simon Hachigan 313-
565-4997 

1983 Mark6  Arizona car 2 dr original paint, signature series moon 
roof. Loaded like new. $5500 734-674-8483

F 100 steering column and gear.  351C 71-73 Mustang H pipe, 
351C 4 Bbl intake manifold- cast iron original, 72 Mustang frt sway 
bar door glass, frt bumper, metal reinforcement, ft lower valance 
panel, rear seat side panels, instrument cluster, 352C exhaust heat 
shield. CJ jeep soft top and doors- new in box 89-90 Continental 
front air suspension struts- like new after mkt replacements. Philco 
AM/ FM 8 track stereo Ford AM/FM cassette stereo. Bill Gipperich 
586-795-3344 or gipp@juno.com could provide pictures/ additional 
information

Two V8 60 motors one tin side, one solid side, short blocks with 
some accessories Also have v8 60 Edelbrock heads and intake, and 
one roof intake. Harry 313-534-5974 

Wanted
1929 licence plate Jim 313-291-3147

390 FE engine any condition short or long block Pat Vreeland 
734-591-7629 or 313 805 6408 cell 

Crankshaft for early 60’s 170 cid 6 cyl (4 main brng unit)  Gordy 
248-548-3775

V8 60 carburetor Stromberg 81 Harry 313-534-5974 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

1992 super cab pickup 8 ft box 4x4 5.0 engine, automatic overdrive 
trans. very clean, $4500. Cliff 734-425-3029      

1932  Ford spindles and tie rod $100 , 1932 Ford rear axle 
housings, axles, banjo, ring and pinion, torque tube. $100 , 1937-41 
Ford bare, drilled I beam front axle $100, 1940 Ford rear axle assy. 
complete except brake shoes $100 , 1969 Ford Cleveland long block 
assembly $100. Dean 734-421-8966 

Pair of 1940 Mercury front fenders, Rust free, but need ding work 
$350   Pair of 1932 coupe rear fenders, need repair. $500 for the pair  
Harry 313-534-5974

Fordomatic water cooled transmission off a 272 V8 $350. 1974 
original Body by Fisher $28. Hank Dawson 810-231-3184 

289 V8 rebuildable engine 1966 vintage $150 Joe Newland 248-
563-0307   

1951 Ford three speed overdrive transmission with bell housing 
and cable $150 also 1963 Falcon doors, hood, and trunk lid call for 
$$$. Gene Johnson 734-261-8334

1935 & 1936 Ford radio. 734-421-2076

1937 Buick. Complete, straight. Good for a hot rod. $1400. Steve 
Rohde 734-717-5444.

1970 Lincoln Mark III for parts. Will sell by the piece or complete 
car.  Was driven to my house 4 yrs. ago and appeared to have excellent 
460 engine and mechanics. $1,000 for complete car. 1977 Lincoln 
Town car for parts. Will sell by the piece or complete car. 460 engine 
is dead, but rebuildable. $500 for complete car. 1979 Lincoln Mark 
V Bill Blass.  Rough, but could be restored.  Spare never down and 
interior of trunk and leather interior of car was beautiful the last 
time I looked. Will consider selling parts, but would prefer to sell 
complete car for $1,500. Bob Guetschow 248-328-9113. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

For Rent 
Vehicle storage space. South Lyon, clean, dry, indoors, electricity 

for battery tenders. $65/mo. Brian 248-486-8851

Winter storage for your Classic Car, Boat or Motorcycle. Large 
Clean facility in Westland, near Ford Rd and John Hix. $50/mo. 
Bob Milligan  734-674-8483

Wanted  
429-460 short block. Jim 313-724-9117

Old racing post cards, (autograph cards) old racing pictorial or 
stock car racing magazines. Mark 734-676-5379

1967 Fairlane parts,  rear bumper,  tail lights with back up lights 
and housing for tail lights, generator and regulator Joe Newland 
248-563-0307          

•

•

•

•

•

 mailto:gipp@juno.com
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Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America
2006 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL
Please print or type application and fill out completely

Write “same” in each area not requiring a change

NAME______________________________________SPOUSE___________________________
             (Last)                                      (First)                                       (First)                              (Last) 

ADDRESS___________________________________CITY______________________________

STATE_________ZIP___________-________PHONE NO.  (______)_______-______________

YEAR FIRST JOINED CLUB________________              MEMBERSHIP FOR YEAR  2006

NEW_____RENEW_____        E-MAIL_____________________________________________

*NEW MEMBERSHIP FEE (not a member in 2005): $25.00   DATE:________________
  ANYONE JOINING IN *OCT., NOV., DEC. 2006 WILL BE A 2007 MEMBER.

CURRENT MEMBER RENEWALS:     All memberships expire on December 31st  
     RENEWAL FEE PRIOR TO DEC. 31, 2005…….. $25.00
     RENEWAL FEE AFTER DEC. 31. 2005………….$30.00

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT OUR CLUB?_______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

    Date _________________ Applicants Signature___________________________________

FORD MOTOR COMPANY VEHICLES OWNED
25 YEARS OR OLDER - PLEASE LIST ( 4 ) VEHICLES ONLY

Year                     Make                                       Model_______________________
Year                     Make                                       Model_______________________
Year                     Make                                       Model_______________________
Year                     Make                                       Model_______________________

       Make Checks PayableTo: Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America  

Mail Application To:                                                            For Club Use Only
  Ford and Mercury Restorers Club of America                                  Cash___________

  Membership Secretary                                                                         Check #_________
  P. O. Box 2938                                                                                       Amount_________
  Dearborn MI. 48123                                                                             Rec’d By________
                                                                                                                  Date____________
                                                                                                                  Receipt__________

Revised: 11 / 18 / 2005
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Technical Article:  Vehicle Wiring* 
by Lowell Reams

1964-5 Mustang Harness from Painless

Painless Wiring was started in 1990 and Dennis Overholser, who 
is one of the cofounders, is Vice President. Dennis worked in 

electronics in the Air Force and attended DeBrae University. He is 
a hot rod enthusiast and is on the Board of Directors of SEMA. 
Painless Wiring prides itself on the expertise and knowledge of its 
people with over 300 man-years of experience. Painless is also proud 
of its free technical support which can be reached at 1-800-423-9696. 
They will try to help you even if you didn’t buy their product. 

Below are some of the wiring information and tips from Dennis’s 
presentation:

 The more strands in a wire, the higher the current carrying 
capability. Premium quality wire has more strands. Painless uses 
premium TXL wire in their harnesses. TXL wire is also less likely 
to kink making routing easier. Painless uses 10.5 million feet of wire 
per year. Painless wiring harnesses are color-coded and each wire 
preprinted with the name of the connection load.

The electrical load in cars has been steadily climbing year after 
year. Operating voltage has gone from 6-volts to 12-volts and will 
go to 42-volts in the near future. Alternators have gone from 65amp 
to 140 amps in the last 10-15 years. With this increase in load, the 
demand on the wiring system also increases.

 Painless offers a separate high amp alternator wire kit, which has 
two 10 gage wires, one to the fuse block and one to the battery. This 
dual path of 10 gage wires reduces the voltage drop in the system 
during max. load demand. This high amp alternator wire kit is now 
included in their harnesses.

If you are going to wire a car,  always buy a complete wiring harness 
and not just a fuse block and some wire. The wiring harness with all 
of the wires terminated to the fuse block has been engineered and 
designed for the loads allowing faster installation. If you are not sure 
what accessories you may have, Painless has a new product which is 
a modular system which you build as you go without having circuits 
and relays you don’t need.

Is your current vehicle wiring system adequate? Here is how to 
check. With the engine off, using a digital voltmeter, check voltage 
across battery and then across the alternator- should be within a ½ 
volt of each other. Start engine and check same voltages- should also 
be within a ½ volt. If voltage goes down as engine speed increases, 
check for alternator belt slippage. 

Is your battery constantly running down because of a short 
somewhere? Here is how to find what is causing it. First, turn off or 
disconnect all loads in the car including memory radio and clock. 
Second, disconnect the positive battery terminal and connect a test 
light between the positive battery terminal and the positive cable. 
With a short somewhere the test light should be on. Then take the 
wire off the alternator; if test light goes out, the alternator is the 
problem. Dennis says 99 cases out of 100 it will be the alternator. If 
light stays on, start pulling fuses until test light goes out telling you 
the location of the problem.

If you have a main disconnect switch, but you would like to keep 
your clock and memory radio working-here is how. Connect an 18 
gage wire with a fuse across the disconnect switch.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

*This is from a seminar held at Ididit in Tecumseh, Mich. with 
Dennis Overholser of Painless Performance Products. For more 
information please contact Painless Performance Products in Fort 
Worth, Texas: 817-244-6212 or www.painlesswiring.com.

 Painless has found that the #1 wiring problem in cars is the lack of 
use of relays. Always use a relay with an electric cooling fan in order 
to minimize voltage drop to the fan motor. Voltage drop reduces the 
efficiency of the motor and results in less rpm and thus less air. A fan 
motor uses about 1 amp of current per inch of fan diameter. 

A 12-inch fan will then draw about 12 amps running but about 
twice that during start up. Dennis recommends using a 30-amp relay 
with automatic reset for electric fans with the power side of the relay 
connected to as close to battery voltage as possible such as the starter 
solenoid. The control of the fan relay can be with a toggle switch or a 
thermostat in the water. Painless has an electric fan relay kit. 

For bright headlights and especially with high output halogen 
headlights, a relay should be used to prevent voltage drop and keep 
the high current draw from going thru the headlight switch. A 
common problem is overheating of the headlight switch. Painless 
has headlight wiring harness and relay kits.

Typical wire size for the load?    What is the load ?  Example: a 65 
watt headlight.  Divide wattage by 
voltage i.e. 65/12= 5.4 amp.  An 
18 gage wire is adequate.

      8 gage  – 55 amp.     
    10 gage – 40 amp.                          
    12 gage – 30 amp.
    14 gage – 20 amp.
    16 gage – 15 amp.
    18 gage – 10 amp. 
  

All early Fords with 6-volt systems were positive ground. Ford 
went to 12 volt systems in 1956, and for some years, Ford still used 
the 6 volt gages by using a voltage regulator mounted on the back of 
the instrument panel. If you are using an old 6-volt motor such as 
a heater blower in a 12-volt system, the motor will have the correct 
rotation but needs a ceramic type voltage drop regulator since the 
ceramic type get hot, airflow is needed around the device. Electronic 
type voltage drop regulators such as the Zener diode or transistor 
type are good for up to 5 amps and are ok for gages but need a heat 
sink for heat dissipation. 

Fiberglass body cars need junction point terminal strips, which are 
then grounded to the chassis.

In most cases a crimped connection with a butt connector will 
be better than a soldered connection. Why? The temperature of 
soldering can crystallize the copper wire and vibration in a car can 
eventually break the connection.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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To me, one of the time honored traditions and reasons to belong 
to a car club is to have friends available to help on a project. I 

haven’t belonged to our Club long, but recently I was privileged to 
help a fellow Club member along with two other members pull the 
engine of his ’39 Ford convertible. What better way to spend one of 

the last warm days of the year 
but in the driveway leaning 
into the engine compartment 
of an old car.

I’m referring to Phil Lyon’s 
’39 Ford and fellow members 
Mike Fontana and Gene 
(Speedy) Johnson. Phil is 
swapping out his built 8BA 
for a fresher version. 

After the coffee and doughnuts 
are polished off, we adjourn to 

the garage to check out Phil’s other project underway (AV8 roadster) 
and to review the task at hand. Mike is no stranger to Phil’s garage 
but Gene and I are not as quick to find the needed tools.

Phil has already drained the coolant, disconnected all electrical 
connections, and removed the fan, generator, heads and intake 
manifold. He also had unbolted the exhaust headers, drive shaft and 
trans to bell housing bolts and clutch linkage. You might wonder 
then what we were needed for since he had done a lot of the dirty 
work. We of course provided the muscle for the heavy lifting.

Removing the hood was the first task in order to make room for the 
engine hoist. With Mike and I holding either side of the hood, Phil 
and Gene began removing the hinge bolts. My arms were getting 
tired pretty soon into this operation and I didn’t want to say anything 
just yet for usual male reasons. Soon enough it was suggested that 
Gene hold the front end and Mike, Phil and I worked at the bolt 
removal.

If you’ve seen this car you know the great job Phil did with the paint 
and finish work and care was taken to preserve this by placing folded 
towels at the rear corners of the hood just incase any of us lost their 
grip. This is a rather large and heavy hood (not like a model A or 
T) once it was free of its attachments we carefully moved it to a safe 
location in the shed. Now it’s Phil’s fault not ours if a rake or some 
such implement should fall into it and scratch the paint.

After the radiator was taken 
out we pushed the car out 
of the garage. Remember to 
first place the transmission in 
neutral before you remove the 
shifter and have disconnected 
the clutch linkage. We didn’t, 
so a floor jack was placed 
underneath the rear axle and 

Friday November 4, 2005
by Bill Gipperich

Adjusting the Hoist

Mike & Speedy Gene!

Here It Comes!

The Fourth Helper -- Me!

the rear end was raised just enough to allow us to push the car while 
in gear.

With a chain bolted in opposite corners of the intake manifold 
attachment holes, we were ready to position the engine hoist. We 
did remember to block the rear wheels. With Gene at the controls 
of the hoist he began lifting the engine free of it’s mounting. With 
the appropriate pulling and pushing it came free of the transmission. 
Oh yeah, a jack was also placed underneath the transmission to 

support it once the engine 
was disengaged from the 
input shaft.

Without much more effort 
the old engine was hanging 
on the hook free of its nest 
in the ’39. Phil is going 
to use his rare Hotton & 
Sullivan heads on the new 
engine along with the water 
pumps and timing cover so 

we removed those from both engines along with the flywheel. 

Once these are cleaned up and installed Phil said he’s going to paint 
this engine body color just like before. He’s also taking the time to 
brighten up the polished aluminum intake, heads and timing cover 
before re-installing them.

It might seem like it took us a long time to accomplish all of this but 
I think it was less than 2&1/2 to 3 hrs from the first bite of doughnut 
to placing the old engine on a dolly. I enjoyed the opportunity to get 
to know Mike and Gene better and to help a friend like Phil. I’m 
sure Phil won’t have to ask 
us twice to come back and 
help with the installation of 
the new engine!
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Classified

Your Ad Could Go Here!

Contact Phil Lyon at 734.422.0595                
  pjlyon39@peoplec.com 

Continued on page 9.

November 2005

For Sale 
                                          

1950 Ford side view mirror R-L-H Paul Conforto 313-801-8131 

1973 Mustang left side chrome mirror, also spotlight. Clara. 
313-383-9380

•

•

1985 Lincoln Continental- white, drivable, but needs head 
gasket and front strut.     Make offer. Pat 313-278-9197. 

Left and right hand doors from a 1965 Mustang coupe. Good on 
the surface, but rusted on the bottom. A good body man could fix 
them $30 each. Bob Haas 248-437-9915

Roof from a 1965 Mustang that I am parting out. Make offer. 
Bob Haas 248-437-9915

1964 Ford Falcon 2 dr body fair, runs, 6cyl automatic. $1900. 
Cliff  734-425-3029

•

•

•

•



The Junkyard Tour:  And a Good Time was Had By All!


