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Feature Vehicle of the Month: 
1956 Ford Sunliner 

     Owned by 
    Bob Haas

What a Beautiful Interior! 

John Jensen or Elvis?

Continued on page 8.
Continued on page 4.

Bill & Mary in 2002

Special Holiday Edition

“I have been playing with old cars since 1982 when I purchased 
my 1954 Ford Sunliner which I still have,” remarked Bob Haas 

recently. Bob has restored several cars in the past twenty-two years. 

This summer he finished restoring a 1956 Ford Sunliner that he 
purchased in 1992. “When I purchased this car at the fall Carlisle swap 
meet my friends and fellow Club members that were at the show 
told me not to buy it because it was too far gone, but I knew I could 
do it,” Bob stated. “The car had rusted rear quarters and no floor. I 
knew it could be restored because all the main convertible parts were 
there and I had many other parts that I would need for it at home.” 
Bob brought the car home and put it in stowage for three years while 

Feature Member:
 William “Bill” Large

by
Louis Ironside

Our member of the month is William “Bill” Large.  Bill has 
been a lifelong resident of the Detroit area having grown up 

in East Detroit.  He has always been a car enthusiast having worked 
at a local filling station while in his teens, driving a 1948 Mercury 
convertible during high school, and becoming an early member of 
the Michigan Hot Rod Association.  
After graduation from high school, Bill attended Wayne State 
University,  where he graduated with a degree in mechanical 
engineering.  After graduation, Bill 

 Dinner-Dance a Major Success
by

John Hill

Continued on page 8.

Bill & His 1st 48 Merc at 
the Drags in ‘57

December 3rd marked the date of 
our second Annual Dinner-Dance 

of 2005.  A December date was selected 
in hopes of attracting those “snow-
birds” who otherwise wouldn’t be able 
to attend.  

The event was once again co-hosted by 
Rick and JoAnn Jones with the capable 
help of Bob and Lorraine Haas and 
John and Clara Hill.  We returned to 
Laurel Manor in Livonia having been 
well satisfied with the facility, food, and 
service received earlier in the year.
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The FMRC Membership Advantage!!!!!!

Your Board officers and Editors take extra effort to 
bring you FREE Classifieds and Schedule of Events 

found within your monthly newsletter. Take advantage 
of these benefits your membership provides. Post your 
schedule where you can refer to it easily. Submit your 
ads at a meeting or mail to Phil Lyon your ad editor.  For 
more information on becoming a member go to   http://
www.fmrcoa.org/  or write to:

FMRC Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 2938

Dearborn MI  48123
Dues are $25 before & $30.00 after DEC 31

Editors  Message

This month I’d like to thank Louis Ironside for writing the very 
interesting article about Bill Large. We do have some truly 

remarkable and colorful members in our Club! In addition, Louis 
and Bill Gipperich volunteered to keep these “member” oriented 
articles coming on a regular basis. I really do appreciate that guys! 
I’d also like to thank Bob Haas for providing the material on his 
beautiful feature vehicle, and Steve Farley (who we visited on a 
Junkyard Tour last October) for the Dillie’s Story saga.
December was a very busy month for the Club as we all know 
and we’ve tried to capture the activities in the newsletter. I’ve also 
begun to shoot video at events and some images from that video are 
contained in this newsletter. We’ll continue to put DVD’s together 
on Club activities and history. Video editing is another passion of 
mine!
It’s now been a year since I became editor, and I really do enjoy 
generating the newsletter. In 2006 I plan to continue to evolve it 
so stay tuned! In this regard I did appreciate receiving the Gil Klaes 
Award – it’s a real vote of confidence by the Club!
To continue this momentum, however, we really do need more 
materials from you guys. Consider the 20th of the month as a 
deadline for getting announcements or other materials to me for 
that month’s newsletter. In this manner we can get the material in 
and to the printer so you have it before next month’s club meeting.

Lastly, I’d like to welcome my cousin, Ryan Holt, as a new Club 
member!.Ryan really has a passion for cars!

Thanks for your support!

Steve Rohde, Editor
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
December 2005 

WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS

New Members

Ryan Holt 
11005 Cripplegate Rd.
Potamic, MD  20854-1630
301.299.7181
RhhOOps@aol.com

Well, 2005 is rapidly coming to a close, and a memorable 
year it was. Imagine two Dinner Dances in one year 

-- now that’s a first! We had two garage tours, a junk yard 
tour, a museum tour, and the rest of the months filled in with 
the usual suspects; and we topped the year off with Holiday 
Nights at Greenfield Village. This year Holiday Nights was a  
somewhat improved version of last year and we had over 190 
members and friends attending. I guess this annual event is 
becoming something a lot of you seem to want to participate 
in, judging by the response from all of you.                             

For those of you who didn’t attend the Dinner Dance we 
had over 150 in attendance and the night went real well, 
thanks to the Hills and the Joneses. The awards segment 
also went well with the new 25, 30, and 35 year members 
receiving their name badges and the recognition. Twenty 
two members received certificates of appreciation, including 
the sponsor of our car show, Lou Stanford of Varsity Ford. 
Gil Klaes awards were passed out to Phil Lyon and Steve 
Rohde for their hard work beyond the call of duty. The 
awards ceremony concluded with Harry McAuliffe named 
as the recipient of this years Generator award. Harry is a 
good choice and he is always positive about the club. Harry 
also handles our “Show and Tell” segments at our monthly 
meetings. Congratulations Harry. All of the awards were 
greeted by big rounds of applause. 

The night was topped off by a couple of appearances by 
none other than Elvis Presley or somebody trying to be him. 
Who said he was seen in Kalamazoo. Music for the dancing 
was provide by the “Fairlane Five” a darn good band. A good 
time was had by all. 

Unless something changes the next Dinner Dance will 
probably be in January, 2007. John Hill recommended to 
the board and the board concurred that another party in 
December is just a little too much. Many of you have come 
forward and expressed to me that there are just too many 
things are going on in December. I had to prepare agendas 
for my part at the Dinner Dance, the monthly meeting, and 
the board meeting; and also I had to take care of Holiday 
Nights. I can tell you my plate was full in December!          

                                        

Space will not allow me to thank all of you who helped our club 
stay on course this year. Recognition was given to all of you 
for your efforts at monthly meetings and at the Dinner Dance. 
We need to continue to forge ahead in a positive manner. 
Negativity    needs to stay out of the meeting room. We always 
need to remind ourselves that the club and its members need 
to come first, ahead of our own personal agendas. The old 
adage is “if you don’t have anything good to say then don’t say 
anything”.                

On to a more positive note the final tally of memberships for 
2005 is 281. This, again is up from 2004, and the renewals are 
pouring in.               

I want to apologize on behalf of the newsletter staff for us 
being a little late this month with the newsletter, but this 
message was the last piece of the puzzle, and of course the 
president acknowledges the full blame.        

I want to wish all of you a very HAPPY NEW YEAR, and let 
us see what 2006 has in store for us. 

On a sad note it is my duty to report to you that member 
Wilbur “Bud” Hassett passed away on December 19th. Our 
hearts go out to Virginia and the family. A donation was sent 
to the Kidney Foundation in Bud’s name.

Dave Gutierrez from Livernois Motor Sports will be giving us 
a talk at the next meeting so……don’t forget the next meeting 
is January 4th, 2006 at the KofC hall at 8pm. See you there.

Til’ next time.....

BOB GUETSCHOW

               



The Rotunda Times

Page 4

FEATURE MEMBER

ct’d. from page 1 

1946 Sportsman Wood  in Final Stages

A Note from the Treasurer

December, as expected, has been a busy month. The Dinner-
Dance, Holiday Nights, initial influx of 2006 dues, etc, have 

kept the transactions moving! 

Before I became treasurer, I always thought the $25 dues were a 
bargain considering all the “fringe benefits” one gets as a member. 
Having computerized the accounting system, I decided to see if 
this was indeed true. It is – particularly in 2005.  With two dinner 
dances, Holiday Nights, the various Club tours, and the meal after 
the monthly meetings; the average Club member (assuming 260 
members) gets about $121 in benefits.  If only our other investments 
would pay such dividends!

Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2006!
 Steve Rohde

Treasurer

Bill’s 1948 Mercury Convertible

was hired by Chevrolet Division of General Motors where his first 
assignment was in transmission design.

During this time, Bill met Mary, his wife of 
42 years.  They have a son and a daughter,  
along with six grandchildren.  In spite of 
family and work obligations, Bill was able 
to get back into his automotive hobby 
when he bought a 1934 Ford five window 
coupe, in which he installed a Chevrolet 
454” engine.  Bill owned this car for 27 
years, only recently selling it to allow 
more garage space for the restoration of 

his 1948 Mercury convertible.  

However, before Bill purchased 
the 1948 Mercury, his attention 
was on a 1933 Chevrolet four 
door street rod he built.  It 
has a mildly chopped top, 

fuel injected small block Chevrolet engine, a Heidt  independent 
front suspension, 

and corvette rear 
suspension.  Bill and 
Mary can be found 
at many of the street 
rod events with this 
maroon beauty. 

Along with MHRA., 
Bill is member of 
the National Street 
Rod Association. A 

founding member of  MHRA. Street Rod Repair Trailer, taking an 
active part in helping fellow rodders who have had breakdowns on 

the way to a NSRA event.  Bills knowledge of cars and engineering 
has helped many people get home safely from a street rod event.

When Bill purchased the 1948 Mercury convertible to restore, he 
joined the FMRC and has become an active member attending 
virtually every meeting, along with participating in the swap meet 
and tours.  The 48 convertible was restored with the same attention 
to detail that Bill puts into all his projects, and it has won top 

honors at Hershey in AACA, and Dearborn at the EFV8 Grand 
National in both 1998 and 2003.

During his years with Chevrolet Bill advanced from transmissions 
into engine design, working on the legendary “small block”, the 
small V6 for the first front wheel drive vehicles of the 80’s, and 

eventually becoming the Chief Engineer for the Chevrolet “big 
block” engine which, among other things, powers quite a few street 
rods.

Recently, Bill retired from General Motors allowing him to spend 
more time with his family, and hobbies.  And, with all that new free 
time, Bill started a couple new projects.  He and Mary built a new 
home in Washington, Michigan (with a bigger workshop), and Bill 
acquired a “project of a lifetime”, a 1946 Mercury Sportsman.  Bill 
has been gathering parts for this car for some time now.  The wood 
is in the final stages, so soon this vehicle will be in the process of 
assembly.  With only four 1946 Mercury Sportsmans known, Bill 
will certainly have a unique car at each and every show he attends. 
We look forward to seeing this beauty at a future FMRC car show!

1934 Ford Five Window Coupe

1933  Chevrolet Street Rod

Bill: HS Graduation 
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The Rotunda Times would like to feature your old car or 
truck in an upcoming issue. We are interested in how 

you came about finding your vehicle of choice, and what 
you have done to enhance its beauty, and / or mechanical 
condition. Simply mail or email us your article accompanied 
with a photo to:

PHIL LYON
pjlyon39@peoplepc.com

ROTUNDA TIMES
34945 Elmira

Livonia Mi. 48150
734.422.0595

or
VIC HOLLINGSHEAD

ROTUNDA TIMES
21104 Robinson

Farmington Hills, MI 48336
248.474.4356

YOUR CAR!

Club Meetings
The FMRC meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Knights of Columbus Patrick O’Kelley Hall in Dearborn 
(313.278.5600).  Refreshments are served after the meeting!

Come and bring a friend! 

Diverse & Unusual December 
Show & Tell  Items! 

Karl Chase brought in some magazines from the 50’s. 

Mike Fontana donated some Armor-All products to the 50-50 
raffle. 

Paul Conforto showed us a photo album with pictures of a car he 
built. It was built on a late model Cadillac chassis, and it looked 
like a mid - twenties touring car. Beautiful job Paul! 

After winning the generator award this year, I called Dave Lukari 
( who built the award ) to find out about its history. I shared that 
information with the club. Thanks to Hank Dawson for solving 
another mystery about it. 

See you next year!

                                                            Harry McAuliffe 

After the meeting someone  picked up some 
of  Karl’s magazines by mistake.  Please return 

these to him. 
His phone number is 248.879.0854.
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January 4 Club Meeting
January 28 Tour to Dundee Motorpool 

Museum & Cabella’s 
February 1 Club Meeting

March 1 Club Meeting

March 3-5 Autorama
March Garage Tour TBA
April 5 Club Meeting
April Garage Tour TBA
May 3 Club Meeting
May 29 Memorial Day Parade w/K of C 

Hall
June 7 Club Meeting
June 11 Carnival of Cars
June 11 Wilson Barn Show
June 17-18 Motor Muster
June 25 Downriver Cruise
July 5 Club Meeting
July 15-16 FMRCOA Swap Meet and Car 

Show
July 23 Club Picnic TBA
August 2 Club Meeting
August Dearborn Homecoming TBA
August 19 Woodward Dream Cruise
Sept. 2-4 Overnighter TBA
Sept. 6 Club Meeting
Sept. 8-10 Frankenmuth Auto Fest
Oct. 4 Club Meeting
Oct. Color Tour - TBA
Nov. 1 Club Meeting
Dec. 6 Club Meeting
Dec. 9 Christmas Walk-Greenfield 

Village  

2006 FMRC Meetings & Events Calendar

Below is the tentative table of meetings & events for 
2006.  New information will be posted each month 

as events and dates are “firmed” up. Bold font represents 
club sponsored activities.  Also, if you have an idea for a 
Club event, please let a Board Member know!

Please participate in these events!

At our last meeting in December, Mike Fontana spoke about our 
January 28th garage tour  plans to visit the Dundee Motorpool 

Museum in Dundee, Michigan.  From the hands up count, it looks 
like there is a lot of interest in this field trip.

I thought it would be helpful to provide you with some information 
about this private museum as well as what will happen the rest of the 
day.

Mike Yeck started collecting military treasures many years ago, 
beginning with Civil War equipment. His collection included 
items that range from cookware to field cannons, Gatling guns and 
everything in between.  He was well known for his collection and 
involvement in reenactment programs. 

I believe it was in the ‘70s that Mike started to change his focus from 
the Civil War period to World War II military vehicles and equipment. 
He now has about 50 vehicles that include jeeps, trucks and personal 
carriers.  Sorry…no tanks. All vehicles are completely restored to 

original condition. Many 
resemble familiar vehicles 
such the “Desert Rats” 
jeep, which was used 
by the British in North 
Africa.

Mike and his teem of 
volunteers are currently 
working on two jeeps and 
a personnel carrier.

Mike also has a half dozen old cars and several other items of interest.

Following the museum tour we will have lunch at the Wilderness 
Sports Bar and Grille.

We will then visit the Cabela’s outfitting store, which you will find 
awesome. The presentation and sales items draw customers from all 
over the Midwest.

If your wife or friend join you on this trip and would rather not visit 
the museum, there are other shops in the area to visit or they could 
take a short 25 minute drive to Tecumseh and stroll through the shops 
of downtown Tecumseh.

To reach the museum take US-23 South to the Dundee exit. At the 
bottom of the ramp turn left (East). Go about 1/8 mile to the first 
street on the right.  Turn right on Outer Drive.  This is the street next 
to Burger King.  The museum is the first green building on the left. 
Park where you can. 

One important thing…make sure you dress warmly.  THE MUSEUM 
IS NOT HEATED.  The front office and back shop are heated but it 
is not practical to heat the display area.

This should be a great way to help fill a winter day.  I am sure you will 
have a good time.

Gene Johnson

Dundee Tour Scheduled

One of Mike’s Vehicles at a recent parade
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December Meeting Minutes 
of the 

FMRCOA
December 7, 2005

 Good Turnout at December Meeting

Marine Representing “Toys for Tots”

 Harry McAuliffe Receives the  Generator Award

Vice President Art gave up his gavel long enough for Bob to bring 
the December meeting to order. New members and guests were 

introduced and John Staciewicz was recognized and duly welcomed. 
He owns a 1923 Model T roadster street rod. The sea of gray hair 
was broken up by the presence of Nick Cervi. It’s good to see youth 
represented. The head count was taken by Mike Riemenschneider 
and it was determined that we had 95 members present. At least 85 
people brought toys fo the US Marines to take for Toys for Tots. One 
Marine in full dress uniform was there to receive the toys.  

The minutes and the treasurer’s report were both accepted by motions 
from Price, Grandy, Large, and Riemenschneider, respectively. Under 
old business, John Hill gave his report on the very successful dinner 

dance. We had 153 members in attendance. 

Bob mentioned that we had bought 194 tickets for Holiday Nights 
at Greenfield Village, and that number includes a few for the Lincoln 

club as well. That has been a popular event with the club. After the 
toys were presented to the Marines, the drawing for the prizes was 
held and there must have been some sort of a conspiracy, because 
first, second, and third prize were all claimed by three gentlemen 
who rode together! 

Name tags were presented to new members, and a thirty year badge 
was given to Roland Arndt  (Toots).  Pat Stanecki received his thirty-
five year badge, and Bob Assenmacher will be sent his in the mail. 

Certificates of appreciation were given to members who were present 
but not at the dinner dance. Harry Mc Auliffe was presented with 
the Generator award this year. Harry related to us the history of the 
generator award. It was built from a generator off the garage floor of 
Dave Lukari, who put it on a band saw and cut it at an angle, had 
it chromed, and mounted it on a slice of walnut. Hank Dawson 
added that the walnut base was replaced in order to provide some 
more room for added names. It has been passed from one deserving 
member to another since 1972. Congratulations Harry! 

After show and tell and the 50-50 drawing the meeting was 
adjourned. 

                                                                   Respectfully submitted,

 Phil Lyon, Secretary

The Board in “Action”!
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he completed some of his other car projects.

In September of 1995 Bob started to work on the ‘56. At this point 
he was not retired and would come home from work and be out in 
the garage until 11:00 pm each night restoring the car. He worked 
on it steady for three months during which time he put in a floor 
from a four door parts car that he had. He also put on better rear 
quarters from a two door sedan that he had.

The engine was rebuilt by Chucks Engine Exchange.  Because we 
had good weather in Michigan in the fall of 1995, he was able to  
prime the car. 

In January of 1996 Bob retired from Ford Motor Company where 
he had worked as an electronics designer for 30 years. Although he 
planned to finish the car as soon as possible, Bob got involved in 
other car projects including golf carts that looked like his cars. He 

and his wife of 43 years, Lorraine, also started going to Florida every 
winter for three months. Hence, completion of the ’56 was slowed.

During this period Bob did have the interior done. He took the seat 
frames to the Carlisle swap meet one year and gave them to ABC 
Interiors to be covered and picked them up the following year. They 
where all boxed-up and Bob did not open them for five years. When 
he finally opened them, he was extremely happy with the job that 
ABC Interiors did on the seats! 

Over the past ten years Bob only worked on the car a few weeks each 
year. Finally, in the spring of 2005 -- ten years after he started to 
work on the car – he decided that was time to finish this project! “I 
worked on it steady until it was done and ready to take to the Crown 
Victoria Convention in August.  All the club members that were 
with me when I purchased the car could not believe that it was the 
same car!” exclaimed Bob who has been a Club member since 1984.  
“I have a photo album showing all the work that I did on the car and 
everyone gives me credit for taking on the restoration and doing the 
work myself.” Congratulations Bob!

Feature Vehicle, 
ct’d. from page 1 

Dinner-Dance, 
ct’d. from page 1 
Much to our surprise, attendance in December fell slightly from the 
January event.  There is no doubt that Christmas party conflicts were 
part of the reason.  Consequently, no decision has yet been made for 
the date of the next Dinner-Dance. 

 All the ladies in attendance 
were provided with candies 
and one lucky lady from 
each table was randomly 
selected to take home the 
beautiful floral centerpiece 
created by Westborn Florist in 
Livonia under the direction of 
Mrs. Jones.  Each gentleman 
received a complementary travel coffee mug embossed with the 
FMRCA logo.  In addition, each couple received an “Elvis” CD 

as performed by our guest 
soloist, John Jensen.  “Elvis” 
performed for about an hour 
and sounded, acted, and 
looked like the King! 

I don’t believe anyone went 
home hungry.  In addition to 
hot and cold hors d’oeuvres 
and an open bar, we enjoyed 

a plated dinner of filet mignon and chicken Marsala, with salad, 
potatoes and vegetables.  A palate cleansing sorbet was served after 
dinner.  A chocolate fountain was presented later in the evening.  All 
the food was sensational, if I don’t say so myself!

Some of the best dance music around was once again provided by the 
Fairlane Five.  They played off and on from 6:00 until midnight.  

Our President, Bob Guetschow, ably assisted by our Vice-President, 
Art Cervi, conducted an awards presentation.  Bob honored the 

many workers that make this club the success it was in 2005 and 
continues to be.  Bob also honored those members that have been a 
part of our club for 20 years or more.  And finally, Bob announced 
that our hard working Harry McAuliffe had been selected to receive 
the Generator Award!

The 2005-2006 Board (not shown John Hill)
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Classified, continued from page 13. 

Wanted
Old racing postcards, photos, plastic models, old racing magazines, 

stock car racing, racing pictorial, speed age Mark 734-676-5379

Left hand side (driver) rear axle housing for a 46-48 Ford or Merc.  
Must have a good, not worn or pitted rear wheel bearing race hub.; 
46 to 48 Ford engine block type 59 A; an inside firewall insulator 
cardboard for a 41-48 Ford/Mercury; a set of usable rear brake drums 
with the external mounting flange for a 42-48 Ford/ Mercury.  Bill 
Large. 586-677-4790.

For Rent 
Car rental space available for $60/month. Dry/clean. In Oakland 

TWP and Green Oak TWP. Call Brian 248-670-7736.  

•

•

•

Classified
November 2005

For Sale 

                                          
1950 Ford side view mirror R-L-H Paul Conforto 313-801-8131 

1973 Mustang left side chrome mirror, also spotlight. Clara. 
313-383-9380

1985 Lincoln Continental- white, drivable, but needs head 
gasket and front strut.     Make offer. Pat 313-278-9197. 

Left and right hand doors from a 1965 Mustang coupe. Good on 
the surface, but rusted on the bottom. A good body man could fix 
them $30 each. Bob Haas 248-437-9915

Roof from a 1965 Mustang that I am parting out. Make offer. 
Bob Haas 248-437-9915

1964 Ford Falcon 2 dr body fair, runs, 6cyl automatic. $1900. 
Cliff  734-425-3029

1992 super cab pickup 8 ft box 4x4 5.0 engine, automatic overdrive 
trans. very clean, $4500. Cliff 734-425-3029      

1932  Ford spindles and tie rod $100 , 1932 Ford rear axle 
housings, axles, banjo, ring and pinion, torque tube. $100 , 1937-41 
Ford bare, drilled I beam front axle $100, 1940 Ford rear axle assy. 
complete except brake shoes $100 , 1969 Ford Cleveland long block 
assembly $100. Dean 734-421-8966 

Pair of 1940 Mercury front fenders, Rust free, but need ding work 
$350   Pair of 1932 coupe rear fenders, need repair. $500 for the pair  
Harry 313-534-5974

Fordomatic water cooled transmission off a 272 V8 $350. 1974 
original Body by Fisher $28. Hank Dawson 810-231-3184 

289 V8 rebuildable engine 1966 vintage $150 Joe Newland 248-
563-0307   

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

1951 Ford three speed overdrive transmission with bell housing 
and cable $150 also 1963 Falcon doors, hood, and trunk lid call for 
$$$. Gene Johnson 734-261-8334

1935 & 1936 Ford radio. 734-421-2076

1937 Buick. Complete, straight. Good for a hot rod. $1400. Steve 
Rohde 734-717-5444.

1970 Lincoln Mark III for parts. Will sell by the piece or complete 
car.  Was driven to my house 4 yrs. ago and appeared to have excellent 
460 engine and mechanics. $1,000 for complete car. 1977 Lincoln 
Town car for parts. Will sell by the piece or complete car. 460 engine 
is dead, but rebuildable. $500 for complete car. 1979 Lincoln Mark 
V Bill Blass.  Rough, but could be restored.  Spare never down and 
interior of trunk and leather interior of car was beautiful the last 
time I looked. Will consider selling parts, but would prefer to sell 
complete car for $1,500. Bob Guetschow 248-328-9113. 

For Rent 
Vehicle storage space. South Lyon, clean, dry, indoors, electricity 

for battery tenders. $65/mo. Brian 248-486-8851

Winter storage for your Classic Car, Boat or Motorcycle. Large 
Clean facility in Westland, near Ford Rd and John Hix. $50/mo. 
Bob Milligan  734-674-8483

Wanted  
429-460 short block. Jim 313-724-9117

Old racing post cards, (autograph cards) old racing pictorial or 
stock car racing magazines. Mark 734-676-5379

1967 Fairlane parts,  rear bumper,  tail lights with back up lights 
and housing for tail lights, generator and regulator Joe Newland 
248-563-0307  

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Holiday Nights Much Family Fun! 

Glass Candy Canes Being Made

A Dynamic Trio!

In the Print Office

Over 190 FMRC members/family/ 
members/friends attended Holiday 

Nights at Greenfield Village on Saturday 
night, December 10. Touted by the Henry 
Ford as “Step into a Christmas card from 
the past. Don’t miss the most popular 
holiday event in the area. Travel through 

time on 
l an t e rn -
lit paths 
to the 
holidays of 
long ago.” The event certainly was 
that – and more!

My wife, Deborah, and I, 
accompanied by Louis and Pam 

Ironside, and subsequently 
by Bob Guetschow, had a 
wonderful time!  We visited 
the various craft shops 
including the tinsmith 
shop, printing office, and 
the weaving and pottery 
shops.  Perhaps the most 
interesting craft, however, 
was in the glass shop, 
where we saw a 30 foot 
glass candy cane being made. It was amazing to see a relatively small 
mass of glass stretched and twisted to form the cane!

We also visited Mrs. Cohen’s Millenary 
Shop, the Liberty Craftworks Store, Sir 
John Bennett Sweet Shop, the Wright 
Cycle Shop, and the Greenfield Village 
Shop. 

At at about 8:00 PM we got hungry and 
had dinner at A Taste of History.  After 
that, we shopped and browsed some more, 
listened to the carolers, and watched the 
fireworks for a bit. The weather was crisp 
but dry.

What a delightful evening the Club 
sponsored! And thanks to Bob Guetschow for setting this up!

Steve Rohde  

Bob Recruiting New Members?

Dillie’s Story:  Part I*
by Steve Farley

* This is the story of Steve’s 1911 Model T touring that is based on fact 
and information gathered through his extensive research. It is told in 
the style of Personification—the car being “lst.person”.  In subsequent 
months we will continue the story.

Dillie in 1928

I don’t remember anything prior to my assembly January 23rd 1911. 
The first thing I can remember is being started and spinning my 

rear wheels. The cold water, they ran in my radiator, felt funny, but 
sure felt good as the heat in my engine spread through. I was ready 
to go! Men kept bringing things over to me and putting them on and 
making adjustments. Then came the big moment when my body was 
lowered and bolted onto me. It was a gleaming very dark blue touring body 
made by The OJ. Boudette 
Carriage And Buggy Works 
of Pontiac, Michigan. Ford 
referred to my body as “ 
Pontiac”. The only part on 
me that was made at Ford 
was my radiator. I thought 
the body would be heavy 
but my strong frame didn’t 
mind at all. It felt good 
and when they put on the 
aprons, boards, and fenders, 
I wanted to show off and see 
the world. I was beautiful 
and I knew it. My body was one of the very first to have metal panels. 
They only covered the top half of the body. The bottom half was wood. 
The cars made before me were all wood and the cars made a month or so 
after me were all metal. I was transitional. My body number is BB4143, 
the engine and serial number is 39381. I was assembled between 2:00 & 
3:00 in the afternoon. 
There were 206 of us built that day at 30 stations. The men at my station 
built seven. I was number five. The inspector at my stall gave me a “fair” 
rating on the paint job. I don’t think any of us got a “good” that day. The 
weather was 29 degrees and sunny. The plant was the Highland Plant 
(it’s first year). I was driven outside to await shipping. I was ordered by 
the Ford Motor Company of Buffalo, New York. My wait wasn’t long, 
only a few hours and I was transported by rail to be loaded on a ship 
for a trip across Lake Erie. The Titanic was being built then and was 
well under way. Upon leaving the ship I was driven to The Ford Motor 
Company holding lot where I was washed. My stay there was also short 
and I was then shipped by rail to Arcade, New York. A young Ford 
and Buick dealer by the name of Kirke R. Wilson had ordered me. 
He drove me from the train station to the dealership, two blocks, in a 
snowstorm. I was immediately put inside with two other Model T’s 
and a Buick. We were all Tourings. A couple of times I was driven to 
Kirke’s house and sat in a barn over night. One day a man came in 
who was a little different than others. He didn’t talk and he was deaf. 
He kept looking at me and then Kirke took us for a ride. We went out 
into the country. It was muddy and cold. A couple of days later we did 
the same thing again except we went to this man’s home and stayed there. 
It was a farm in Java Center outside of Arcade. Kirke was picked up and 
taken back to town and I was sold, $793.50! I was not happy at first 
because this man didn’t know how to drive me and couldn’t hear if I 
was running properly. I was all muddy and cold. I was hoping for a nice 
clean garage in town with paved roads so I could show off my beauty. At 
that time I was one of the fastest vehicles on the road. That afternoon 
Dillsworth Buck, “Dillie”, my new owner, tried to start me. He couldn’t. 
His brother Ellsworth “Ellie” helped him get me running but going 
directly into high gear stalled me. All my dreams of high fashion showing 
in town were fading. Dillsworth had six siblings. He now ran the farm and 
lived with two of his sisters, Mrs. Clarissa Ingraham and Miss Ella Buck. 
He was a keeper of bees, and the farm had cattle. Everyone loved him in 
his hometown. He was kind and also very mechanical around machinery.
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Classified

Continued on page 9.

December 2005

For Sale 
                                          

1991 302 roller engine BRAND NEW, linkage-fuel log for 390-
406 -427 engine hi perf. And hardware for intake manifold. Tim 
Mason 248-478-2646

•

1970 Mercury Monterey parts. R.S. rear quarter for four door, 
Interior parts. seats, steering wheel, etc. Scott Vorath 734-854-2983

75-91 Ford  Econoline rf. Fender and grille, 53 Ford sw rear end, 
49-51 Merc spindles and good brake drums. Lynn Goodwin 248-
684-0984  

200 CID cylinder head $100, 170 CID cylinder head set up for 
tri-power Fresh carbs rebuilt by Car-Go carburetor Inc. Ceter one is 
stock 230 CFM Carter, end two are Holley 170 CFM $650 Call or 
e-mail Brian Kuta 734-753-3788 mbhouse@chartermi.net  

•

•

•



The Dinner-Dance & Holiday Nights!


